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HISTORY OF THE DIOCESE 
OF CHEYENNE 


Cheyenne ranks fifth in area among the sees of the United States, 
and fifth also in smallness of Catholic population’. Having an area 
of 101,231 square miles, it has only 194,402 inhabitants, of whom but 
23,661 are members of the true Church. However, rich in coal, iron, 
oil, asbestos and sodium, with almost unlimited pastures that make 
it one of the richest grazing sections of the earth, it may truly be said 
to have a wonderful future before it; for its development has scarcely 
begun. The diocese embraces the State of Wyoming, together with 
the famous Yellowstone National Park, which, for the beauty and 
variety of its scenery and its extraordinary natural phenomena, ranks 
among the marvels of the world. The great altitude of the State, 
the dryness of its atmosphere, and its almost continuous sunshine, 
place it in the front rank for salubrity of climate. When admitted 
into the Union in 1890, its Constitution contained a provision granting 
the suffrage to women, several of whom, among them Mrs. Rose Bird 
Mailley, a Catholic, have held the responsible office of State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction for the commonwealth. The State is 
only in its infancy, so that many of its first white settlers are still 
numbered among its most progressive citizens. 

Ecclesiastically, the territory within the present limits of Wyo- 
ming has been subject to Sees as remote from each other as _ the 
political authority to which its component parts owed allegiance. For 
within its boundaries is part of the Louisiana Purchase which was 
made from France in 1803; part of the Oregon Country which was 
acquired by the Florida treaty with Spain in 1819; part of the Texas 
Annexation of 1845; and finally part of the Mexican Cession of 1848. 
However any jurisdiction that the French, Spanish or Mexican 
Bishops may have had over these districts was rather de jure than 
de facto, since prior to the building of Fort Laramie as a trading 
post in 1834 and 1835 there were no white settlers in the territory, 
nor had any missionary work been done among the Indians. 

With the creation of the diocese of St. Louis in 1826, Wyoming 
came under the authority of that see until 1851, when it was included 
in the Vicariate of the Indian Territory over which the Rt. Rev. 
John B. Miege, D.D., was called to preside as Vicar-Apostolic. His 
see embraced all the region from the southern boundary of Kansas 
to the British possessions, and all west of the Missouri River to the 


1 On the basis of infant baptisms. 
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crest of the Rocky Mountains. The vicariate of Nebraska, which 
included Wyoming, was carved out of this vast region January 6th, 
1857, and received as its ruler Rt. Rev. James O’Gorman, D.D., 
(elected Jan. 18, 1859, consecrated May 8th, 1859), who took up his 
residence at Omaha. Upon the naming of this city as an episcopal 
See in 1885, its Ordinary, Rt. Rev. James O’Connor, D.D., continued 
to guide the destinies of Wyoming up to the erection of the diocese 
of Cheyenne, Aug. 9th, 1887. 


EARLY SETTLERS AND MISSIONARIES. 


The first known white men to enter the present State of Wyoming 
were the sons of Pierre Gautier Varennes (commonly known as 
“Sieur de la Varendrye”) on their exploring expedition to the Rocky 
Mountains in 1742-43. They came from Fort La Reine (Portage La 
Prairie, Manitoba), entered the State from Montana, came down the 
Shoshone River and into Fremont County. In 1807, John Colter, a 
former member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and the first 
American to enter Wyoming discovered Yellowstone Park. Four 
years later a party of sixty men, (forty of whom were French Cana- 
dians), under the leadership of Wilson P. Hunt, crossed from East 
to West in the central part of Wyoming. They were in the employ 
of the Pacific Fur Company, which had just been organized by John 
Jacob Astor. 


boric BE 

Many Catholic names will be noticed among the traders and 
trappers of the following years. Thus Jacques La Ramie, after whom 
the town and river “Laramie” are named, who died in that section in 
1821. And during the decade following 1823, we have Tom Fitz- 
patrick, a Canadian Irishman; Etienne Provost, a Frenchman, who 
discovered South Pass; Lucien Fontanelle, and Captain Bonneville 
of the United States Army. 


Turning to the pioneers of the spiritual order, the place of honor 
is assigned to the Rev. Peter De Smet, S.J., whose name will ever 
be one of the brightest ornaments in the field of American missionary 
endeavor. To him belongs the distinction of having celebrated the 
first Mass within the limits of Wyoming. A delegation of the Flat- 
head Indians had called on the Bishop of St. Louis to beg him to 
send some priests to instruct them in the Catholic faith, but the 
Bishop, being powerless to supply the need, sent them to the Provin- 
cial of the Jesuits. Much perplexed at the sudden request, this worthy 
religious was unable to come to a decision, until Father De Smet 
asked that he might be allowed to answer the call. When the diffi- 
culty of providing means was suggested, he declared that he would 
find them in his native Belgium. Duly commissioned, he set out for 
the scene of his labors at the end of April, 1840, with the annual 
caravan of the American Fur Company, under the leadership of 
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Captain Andrew Drips. On Sunday, July 5th, 1840, they reached 
the Green River Rendezvous, where the Big Sandy flows into the 
Green River, and there Father De Smet celebrated Mass? and 
preached in English and French to the traders, trappers and hunters, 
and, through interpreters, to the Snake and Flathead Indians. The 
Canadians sang a portion of the Mass in Latin, and canticles in 
French, while the Indians chanted hymns in their native tongues. 
The spot was known for years as “La Prairie de la Messe.” The 
next day a dozen Canadian hunters followed Father De Smet and 
went to confession and communion. Though his missionary labors 
were rather in Montana than Wyoming, nevertheless, we find him 
again in 1848 in the eastern part of the State, towards the northern 
boundary of Nebraska, instructing the Sioux Indians and baptizing 
many of their children. 


With the building of the first railroad, white settlers began to 
enter the territory, so that it became necessary to provide religious 
ministrations for the new-comers. Cheyenne had sprung up as a 
frontier village about this time and thither was sent from Omaha the 
Rev. William Kelly as the first resident priest. The following is an 
extract from a letter written by him January 18th, 1883: 


“In the Fall of 1867, the Union Pacific Railroad, having been extended to 
within a short distance of Cheyenne, I was sent by Bishop O’Gorman to that 
town to take charge of the spiritual interests of the Catholics resident there 
and in the vicinity. For six months, besides holding services at Cheyenne, I 
visited the railroad camps, lying westward from the town. In the spring of 
1868, General Stephenson, Commandant at Fort D. A. Russell, kindly and 
generously donated four lots of ground® whereon to erect a Catholic Church. 
The church (under the patronage of St. John’the Baptist) and parochial resi- 
dence were built and completed in the summer of the same year, 1868, at an 
eypense of about four thousand Dollars. 

“At this time, my missionary field extended from Sidney, Nebraska, west- 
ward to Wasatch Canon in Utah, running north as far as Fort Laramie. With 
the exception of an occasional Sunday’s Mass at Laramie City and Fort 
Saunders, Mass was celebrated regularly every Sunday at Cheyenne after the 
erection of the church, the other days of the week being devoted to missionary 
work along the railroad. On these trips the section houses were converted 
into temporary churches.” 

“In the summer of 1869, Bishop O’Gorman, accompanied by Father Ryan 
and another priest, visited Cheyenne and Laramie City and administered the 
sacrament of Confirmation at both places.” 


The first resident priest at Laramie was Father Cusson, who was 
sent there in 1873 (died at Nebraska City, Nov. 2, 1898). He re- 
mained in charge until 1879, when he was succeeded by Rev. Hugh 
Cummiskey, who later on became vicar-general of the diocese and, 


_? The first Mass in Wyoming of which there is any record; though he must 
have said Mass a month previous to this at Fort Laramie: “During all my stay 
in the mountains”, he writes in his Letters and Sketches (Vol. I, p. 230), “I said 
Mass regularly Sundays and feast-days.” 


3 This seems to be an error: the donor was the Union Pacific Railroad 


Company, as may be seen by consulting the records at the court house. This 
is also attested by pioneer laymen. 
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Sede vacante, served as adminstrator three different times. From 
this place as a center Father Cummiskey attended various stations 
in the latter seventies, even going as far north as Lander. Rey. M. F. 
Cassidy, now irremovable rector of O’Neil, Nebraska, was in charge 
of Rawlings, from 1879 to 1886. 

Religious women, those powerful and almost necessary auxil- 
iaries of the clergy in the spread and development of the Catholic 
Faith in modern times, were found in Wyoming even before its for- 
mation as a separate diocese. As early as September, 1875, the Sisters 
of Charity of Leavenworth had opened a hospital and school at 
Laramie; but the former was abandoned in 1896, and the latter in 
1900. The Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus (of Sharon Hill) estab- 
lished themselves in Cheyenne in 1884, opening a school temporarily 
in the old frame church which had been built by Father Kelly. Their 
present beautiful Academy, occupying a sightly block opposite the 
State Capitol, was opened in 1886. At St. Stephen’s mission, like- 
wise, the Franciscan Sisters from Glen Riddle, Pa., early came to the 
assistance of the Jesuits by taking charge of a school for Indian girls. 


FIRS Do BISHOE. 


When, on August 9th, 1887, the territory of Wyoming was 
erected into a separate diocese, the choice of a bishop fell upon Rev. 
Maurice F. Burke, a priest of the archdiocese of Chicago. Born in 
Ireland, May 5th, 1845, he came to America at an early age with his 
parents who settled in what has since become the great metropolis on 
Lake Michigan. It was there his education was begun; and when 
he had finished the graded school, he entered the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake. Feeling himself called to the sanctuary, he applied 
to Bishop Duggan of Chicago, and was sent to the American College, 
Rome, where after a long and solid course of studies he was ordained 
Maye, US) o.e 

His first appointment was as assistant at St. Mary’s Church, 
Chicago, and so zealous was he in the performance of his duties, that 
within three years he was given charge of an important parish of the 
same name at Joliet. Here his energy and administrative ability 
manifested itself in the building of a new church and much needed 
parochial school. Accomplishments so conductive to the advance- 
ment of religion naturally attracted the attention of his superiors and 
he was appointed Bishop of the newly created See of Cheyenne. The 
conditions which the young prelate found on reaching Wyoming may 
be gleaned from the following statistics (1887): Secular priests 5, 
religious 1, churches 8, hospital 1, academy 1 with 130 pupils, paro- 
chial schools 2 with 175 pupils, baptisms 181, marriages 20, families 
448, Catholic population about 4,500, Indian Mission about 300. 
There was a neat brick church in Cheyenne with a seating capac- 
ity of 300, which bore the title of St. John the Baptist and which 
now became the Bishop’s Cathedral, under the name of St. Mary. 
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Beside the church was a brick rectory to which a substantial addition 
was now added to make it suitable for an episcopal residence; but 
after looking over his vast territory, the Bishop concluded that the 
establishment of the See had been premature and set out for Rome 
to have it suppressed *. Owing to the opposition of the Bishops of © 
the province® (then St. Louis) this proposal was rejected, but several 
years later Pope Leo XIII (by a bull dated June 19th, 1893), trans- 
ferred Bishop Burke to St. Joseph, Missouri. 


SECOND BISHOP. 


Owing to the representations that had been made by Bishop 
Burke, the diocese was allowed to remain vacant for several years 
during which its affairs were managed by the Administrator Very 
Rev. Hugh Cummiskey. However, the prayers of the faithful were 
at length heard in the appointment of the Rev. Thomas M. Lenihan 
of Fort Dodge, Iowa. Though born in Mallow, Ireland, (May Zlst, 
1843), his parents had brought him as a mere child to Dubuque, 
where his early training was received, and where he was led to aspire 
to the sublime dignity of the priesthood by the saintly Bishop Loras. 
Having made his classical studies at St. Thomas’ College, Bardstown, 
Ky., he entered St. Vincent’s seminary, Cape Girardeau, Mo., and 
received his philosophical training in that famous institution, His 
theological course was made at the Salesianum, Milwaukee, Wis., 
and he was ordained a priest by Bishop Hennessy at St. Raphael’s 
cathedral, Dubuque, Nov. 23, 1867. 

Father Lenihan was immediately appoipted pastor of Decorah, 
Iowa, where he remained until 1870, when he was promoted to the 
growing parish of Corpus Christi, Fort Dodge. Here his executive 
ability displayed itself in the erection of a fine new $30,000.00 church 
(1881) with a seating capacity of six hundred. He had just laid the 
foundation of a new parochial school when he was nominated Bishop 
of Cheyenne by Pope Leo XIII. The splendid church property which 
he had so greatly improved during his long pastorate was left abso- 
lutely free from debt. 

His consecration took place in St. Raphael’s Cathedral, Dubuque, 
February 24th, 1897, with Archbishop Hennessy as the officiating 
prelate, assisted by Bishop Cosgrove of Davenport and Bishop Bona- 
cum of Lincoin. The new Bishop reached his episcopal See in Passion 
week, but, as he came unannounced, no public reception was extended 
to him. The Sisters at the local Academy were surprised when he 
appeared at their door with his cassock under his arm and asked if 
he might celebrate Mass. He had just come from the train, and the 
pastor of the cathedral learned of his arrival only when he reached 


* Letter of Bishop Burke to the writer March 24th, 1916. 


5 Bishop Bonacum of Lincoln was delegated by Rome to investigate condi- 
tions and reported against the suppression of the See. 
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the convent to offer up the Holy Sacrifice. For the first time since 
Cheyenne became a diocese, the solemn consecration of the holy oils 
was performed in the cathedral, the service being largely attended 
by Catholics and non-Catholics. Bishop Lenihan was very fond of 
ceremonies, though, owing to a lack of priests, it was seldom possible 
for him to have the pontifical functions prescribed by the liturgy. 
He was likewise a staunch upholder of Catholic education, for which 
he worked with might and main, and the attendance at the Sisters’ 
Academy during his residence in the city was larger than it had ever 
been prior to his time. 

Though apparently in perfect health at the time of his elevation 
to the episcopate, Bishop Lenihan was afflicted with some disease 
of the kidneys, and to this was now added heart trouble, brought on 
by the great altitude. He struggled on for two or three years, but, 
as there was no improvement, he was compelled to seek a lower 
altitude, and returned to his beloved Iowa®. Much of his time was 
spent with relatives in Marshaltown and Dubuque, from which places, 
though in shattered health, he did his best to direct the affairs of 
his diocese. His death took place in the latter city December 15, 1901. 


THIRDS BISHGE, 


Several months elapsed after the death of Bishop Lenihan before 
Cheyenne received a new chief pastor in the person of the Rt. Rev. 
James J. Keane, D. D. This energetic prelate, who was to accomplish 
so much for the good of religion in the west, was born in Northern 
Illinois, Aug. 26th, 1856, but as a child removed with his parents to 
the diocese of St. Paul. He received a liberal education at the well- 
known Benedictine school at Collegeville, Minn., and at the Jesuit 
College of St. Francis Xavier, New York City. Impelled by a strong 
desire to labor for the salvation of souls, he entered the Grand Semi- 
nary, Montreal, that he might receive a thorough preparation for 
the work of the ministry. 

After his ordination, Dec, 23, 1882, he was appointed assistant 
at St. Mary’s Church, St. Paul, where his untiring zeal and devotion 
to duty soon merited promotion to the pastorate of St. Joseph’s 
church in the same city. Recognizing his scholastic attainments and 
his ability as a managet of temporalities, Archbishop Ireland called 
him from his parish work to preside over St. Thomas college and 
seminary. Several years of successful efforts were spent in this re- 
sponsible position, when he was again assigned to the care of souls 
as pastor of the large and important parish of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, Minneapolis. It was while discharging the duties of this 
office that he was named Bishop of Cheyenne, June 10th, 1902. 


6 The bishops of the province had agreed to petition the Holy See to trans- 
Age pisiep Linehan to the See of Sioux City which was erected a month after 
1s death. 
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His consecration did not take place until fall. On taking pos- 
session of his See, his first care was to ascertain the needs of his 
new flock that he might best meet their demands. He began by having 
the diocese as a whole (“The Diocese of Cheyenne”) as well as the 
individual parishes incorporated according to the provisions of the 
State law governing such proceedings. After a careful. survey of 
the situation, he felt satisfied that Wyoming was yet but a missionary 
field, and that the recognition of this fact was a necessary prelude for 
the accomplishment of any effective results. At once he became all 
things to all men that he might save all. There was no work of the 
ministry that he considered foreign to his office as a Bishop. He 
passed from town to town over his extensive though sparsely settled 
diocese making known the truth and beauty of our holy Faith. Mis- 
sions were given to Catholics, expositions of Catholic teaching to 
those not of the fold. Nor were his activities confined to his own 
jurisdiction. Wherever invited, he gave retreats to the clergy and 
to nuns, preached in season and out of season at sacred functions of 
various kinds, and in general spent himself for the up-building of the 
kingdom of God. 

Knowing that one of the greatest obstacles of the spiritual pro- 
gress of his diocese was the lack of churches or chapels in places 
where the number of the faithful was very small, he determined, if 
possible, to supply this defect. Not only was building expensive, but 
loans were difficult to secure and interest rates exceedingly high. 
With characteristic energy, he proceeded to eliminate this obstacle 
by appealing to the charity of the Catholics in the more favored 
localities of the East. His plea for help to establish mission-churches 
in the vast territory entrusted to his care inet with a generous response 
in the dioceses of Philadelphia, Providence, Springfield and Hartford. 
Whatever he could secure by this means, together with the offerings 
he received from his lectures and sermons, was put into a fund which 
has been of inestimable benefit in furthering the cause of religion in 
Wyoming. ‘ 

The next object of his pastoral solicitude was to provide a suitable 
cathedral and bishop’s residence. The building in use for this pur- 
pose had been constructed in pioneer days when there was little 
thought of Cheyenne ever becoming an episcopal See, and the con- 
gregation had long outgrown the modest brick church that had been 
erected late in the seventies. Owing to the growth of the city, the 
old church property had become quite valuable as a business site, 
so it was decided to sell and seek a better location. A beautiful site 
was secured on Capitol avenue, not far from the State capitol, and 
adjoining the public library. Bishop Keane had decided that the 
cathedral parish should build the new church, while he himself would 
secure funds for the episcopal residence from the diocese at large. 
Suitable plans were secured from an Omaha architect so that both 
of these improvements, involving an expenditure of more than 
$100,000.00 were begun at the same time. On the seventh day of 
July, 1907, in presence of a large and distinguished gathering of 
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people, the cornerstone was laid by Bishop Scannell of Omaha, as- 
sisted by Bishop Scanlan of Salt Lake, the sermon being preached by 
Bishop Keane. An appropriate address was also made by Governor 
Brooks. Building operations were prosecuted with vigor until the 
cathedral stood complete in all its details. No such gathering of 
ecclesiastics had ever been brought together in Wyoming as that 
which assembled for the dedication ceremony, which took place Jan- 
uary 31, 1909, while a congregation of representative citizens, both 
Catholic and non-Catholic, filled the large building to the very doors. 
Pontifical Mass was sung by Bishop Burke of St. Joseph, and Bishop 
Carroll of Helena delivered the sermon. Present in the sanctuary 
were Bishops Matz, Garrigan, Lenihan (a brother of the late Bishop 
of Cheyenne), and Keane, besides a large number of priests. In the 
evening Pontifical Vespers were chanted, Bishop Lenihan officiating, 
with Bishop Garrigan in the pulpit. Thus closed the auspicious day 
to which Bishop Keane had looked forward from the time he assumed 
charge of the diocese; for it was the crowning glory of his zealous 
and fruitful career in Cheyenne. 

The cathedral is a fine example of the English Gothic style 
throughout, the one tower being on the southwest corner. It is built 
of Wyoming white sandstone, is 135 feet long by 70 feet wide at the 
transept, and, including galleries, seats 750 persons. The large arches 
spanning the roof are of steel and concrete with oak trimming, the 
floor is slightly inclined, and there are no columns to obstruct the 
view of the altars, while a spacious santuary affords ample room for 
pontifical functions. The interior finish is of oak, with pews of the 
same material. The upper part of the transepts is taken up with 
galleries, the lower, with confessionals. A bishop’s chapel, a good- 
sized sacristy, a baptistery, and a large vestibule complete the in- 
terior arrangements. Three double doors make it possible to vacate 
the building of worshippers within a very short space of time, should 
necessity arise. Funds for the purchase of the main altar were pro- 
vided by the ladies of the Altar and Rosary Society, while the Young 
Ladies’ Sodality donated the Blessed Virgin’s altar. Two thousand 
dollars each were contributed by Andrew Carnegie and the men of - 
the congregation for the splendid pipe organ which occupies the 
large gallery over the main entrance. The magnificent window above 
the organ, containing an excellent representation of the Sistine Ma- 
donna was donated by the local Knights of Columbus. 

_It is only necessary to add a word about the Bishop’s residence 
which is a two and a half story structure of gray pressed brick, with 
stone foundation, and stone trimmings. It is admirably laid out, 
fronts lengthwise on Capitol avenue, and has dormer windows pro- 
jecting through the slate roof. A pretty lawn extends from the street 
to the house, which is situated on the rear end of the corner lot 
adjoining the cathedral. The total cost of the cathedral was eighty 
thousand dollars, and of the Bishop’s residence, twenty-three thousand 
dollars. It need scarcely be said that these two beautiful buildings 
will ever stand as a monument to Bishop Keane’s episcopate. A 


HISTORY OF THE DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE 13 


career so full of labor and so marked with success as was his, nat- 
urally merited the approval of the Holy See, and this was given by 
a brief published August 11th, 1911, promoting him to the archi- 
episcopal See of Dubuque. 

We add in summary form statistics of the diocese of Cheyenne 
for the year 1911: Secular priests 17, religious 5, churches 32, paro- 
chial schools 1, baptisms (infants 490, adults 52) 542, Catholic pop- 
ulation 12,000. 

+~ PATRICK A. McGOVERN. 


CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
“INGLESI AFFAIR” 


History is the record of past events and of the character of those 
who have influenced them. The morality of these influences is of second- 
ary importance to the historian. Their relative bearing on the develop- 
ment of the course of events under consideration is the main consider- 
ation, Hence the first law of history is truth. Edification or pleasure 
may or may not be attained by an historical work: the truth can never 
be sacrificed in the interest of the one or the other. “A falsehood should 
never be used as an incentive to piety,’ says Bollandus in his intro- 
duction to the monumental work, “The Lives of the Saints.” No 
truth, however unsavory, should be suppressed simply because it is 
unpleasant; and, as our own Brownson says, “the historian should 
never be deterred for fear of giving scandal. “Many a so-called his- 
tory is but “a fable agreed upon,’ a mere novel in disguise: others 
again are party-pamphlets, written with one eye on the facts and the 
other on the result to be obtained. Many lives of the Saints “have been 
written, as Bollandus assures us, and as we all know full well, which 
contain “not the deeds which the saint performed, but which they 
could have performed.’ Now, that is not history, but the very per- 
version of history. ‘““History is a sacred kind of writing, because truth 
is essential to it,” says Cervantes, “and neither interest nor fear, hatred 
nor affection, should cause the historian to swerve from the path of 
truth.” 

Whilst then Christian charity requires us to say “nil nist bonum 
de mortuis’, the law of history requires us to suppress nothing, either 
good or bad, that would serve to illustrate the character of an historical 
personage, or his influence upon an historical work. “The truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth” must be the ruling passion of 
the historian. Indeed, not all histories are written for all readers. 
Cramped or undeveloped minds might draw poison from some of the 
historical portions of the Old Testament, or from such sincere and 
fearless investigations as those of Ludwig Pastor in his History of 
the Popes. Yet, here as everywhere else “the truth shall make you 
free. 

In no wise need we fear that the cause of the Church will suffer 
by a truthful account of the origin and progress of her institutions. 
The account of the treachery of Judas, and the denial of Peter 
did not impede the progress of the early church, but rather set the 
guiding and supporting hand of Providence in brighter relief. In a 
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similar way, to come to our own special case, the account of the 
doings of Father Inglesi and his connection with the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, founded a century ago at Lyons, will not 
detract in the least from the real merits of the Society nor diminish 
the honor in which it has ever been held. It is but another case of 
God’s Providence having made use of an unworthy instrument to ac- 
complish great and good things to further His holy plans. “Jgnobilia 
mundi et contemptibilia elegit Deus, ut non glorietur omnes caro in 
conspectu ets.” 


DOCUMENTS ON THE INGLESI AFFAIR 


Angelo Inglesi was ordained priest by Bishop Du Bourg, here 
in St. Louis, for the diocese of Louisiana (St. Louis-New Orleans), 
March 19, 1819. The Bishop and the clergy of St. Louis were en- 
thusiastic about the man. Even the Servant of God, Vicar General 
Felix de Andreis was of the opinion that Bishop DuBourg had good 
reason to thank God for the acquisition of such a man for the mission 
of Louisiana. When Inglesi came down to New Orleans, he was 
recognized by some of the citizens as a layman who a few years be- 
fore had visited the Crescent city. Du Bourg sent the man to Europe 
to collect. There in the name of Du Bourg, Inglesi, at Lyons, founded 
or inaugurated the famous Propagation of Faith. At Rome, however, 
his behavior was such that he was ordered out of the City by the Car- 
dinal Vicar. Inglesi went to Philadelphia and took active part in the 
sad Hogan war between the Bishop of Philadelphia and the Trustees 
of St. Mary’s Church. 

At New Orleans in 1919 a rare book fell into our hands which 
contains a large number of letters and other documents concerning 
the Inglesi affair. We shall publish these documents, not to stir up 
again the old sad story of the troubles of Philadelphia, but because the 
Inglesi story forms an important factor in the history of our arch- 
diocese; Inglesi was ordained at St. Louis and was a priest of this 
diocese. 

We first, as a sort of introduction, publish a letter, which, some 
five years ago, was copied for us by Very Reverend Father Racine, 
then pastor of the Cathedral of New Orleans. The letter shows that 
one of the reasons why Bishop Du Bourg resigned, was the remorse 
of conscience for having ordained Inglesi. 


Beatissimo Patri nostro Dno 
Dno Leoni Papae Duodecimo. 
Beatissime Pater. 

Multam sane consolationem mihi attulerunt humanissimae literae, 
quibus iubet Bo/Va. me bono animo esse et in commissi mihi gregis 
custodia perseverare. Fatebor tamen altius cordi meo telum inhaerere, 
quam vix unquam penitus, evellatur. Ex quo enim, nimia confidentia 
actus, neglectis sapientissimis canonicarum legum Sanctionibus, manus 
citius imposui homini indigno, qui postea catholici orbis scandalum 


16 REV. F. G. HOLWECK 


evasit, sicque peccatis illius et opprobrio communicavi; nullam habeo 
requiem, et odibilis mihi, non Solum Episcopalis solicitudo, sed et ipsa 
vita effecta est. Qui prius valenti animo labores, persecutiones, aerum- 
nas et adversa quaeque, ferre poteram, nunc rubore suffusus, moero- 
reque confectus, vix caput meum atollere valeo. Nec mirum, cum 
praeter conscientiae stimulos, persuasum sit mihi, eo enfelici actu, 
omnem ademptam fuisse cleri mei existimationem et fiduciam, nul- 
lumque ius superesse eorum obsequiis et obedientia quae aliunde viget 
adhuc; video nunquam extinguendum esse odium quo a principio Ad- 
ministrationis meae, iure-ne an immerito, in me exarserunt varil 
civium -ordines; quo sane, quidquid egerim, impediri necesse est Re- 
ligionis augmentum. Alibi forsan, Miser ego, aliquam Ecclesiae operam 
conferre valerem; hic vero dolore tabescens, dirisque moribus laces- 
situs, mortem appeto ut supplicii mei optabilem exitum. Misereatur 
igitur, obsecro, Clementissime Pater, gemituum et lacrymarum filii, 
meque sinat oneri cedere, cui brevi succumbere me opporteat. Si quid 
boni in vita egi; si per triginta et amplius annos ultro a Patria, mihi 
post salutem animae meae charissima, exul, vires totas in propaganda 
apud Americanos vera fide impendi; si istam ipsam Dioecesim, per 
annos tredecim, commodorum, famae, imo et vitae immemor, sudori- 
bus irrigavi; si eam e ruinis, in quibus tamdiu sepulta iacuerat, ex- 
citavi, operariis evangelicis, variisque utilissimis fundationibus auxi 
et adornavi, haec omnia pro me ad Tribunal Clementiae Vae. causam 
dicant; neque iubeat aequissimus [udex emeritum iam militem in 
angoribus, ipsa morte amarioribus, quod reliquum est vitae prodigere. 
Id si humanitas, si iustitia poscit, non minus, ut innui, suadet ipsa 
Religionis utilitas, Pro certo enim habeat Bo/Va per me nunc solum 
magnopere abstare quominus errantium complures in ovile Domini se 
recipiant. quia odio oderunt me gratis, vocemque Pastoris aegre et 
impatienter audiunt. Veniat in meum locum quilibet alius Episcopus ; 
adsit praeciptic vir ilie angelicus Rmus/D. Rosati, quem mihi Coad- 
iutorem Sedes Apostolica copulavit, vir, inquam, tum propter ingeni- 
tam mansuetudinem, cum ob eximiam doctrinam et virtutes, Clero 
universo acceptissimus, nullique inter laicos invisus; ex multo certe 
utilius Ecclesiae istius bono augmento erit consultum. 

Dimitte ergo me, Pater sanctissime, ut plangam dolorem meum, 
antequam vadam in terram opertam mortis caligine; dimitte me, ob- 
secro, aut certe non dimittam Ego Te, donec preces meas benigne 
exaudieris. Taedet me sic vivere, et in talem incidi animi defectionem, 
ut quoctimque tandem modo, etiam si Romam iter sit suscipiendum, 
liberationem meam persequi animo statuerim. Pareat dolori meo 
Bo Va, si quid minus humile et dimissum mihi extorserit ; compatia- 
turque misero, qui se inter omnes profitetur. 

Beatitudinis Vestrae pedibus provolutus 
Sedis apostae et Vestrae Sanctitatis 
addictissimus, obsequentissimus et devotissimus 
fil. et famul. 
Lud. Guil. Du Bourg. 
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Novae Aureliae die Ep. Neo-aurel. 
Pepi las leo: 


a tergo; Ispi Summo Pontifici SSmo Domino nostro Leoni Papae 

duodecimo fel; regn. Romam. 
To Our Holy Father 
Pope Leo XII. 

Most Holy Father :- 

Much consolation have | derived from Your kind letter, by which Your Holi- 
ness commands me to be of good cheer and to persevere in ruling the flock en- 
trusted to me. But I confess that the arrow is fixed too deep in my heart to be ever 
drawn out entirely. Since that day when I put aside the wise sanctions of the 
Canon Law and hastily ordained an unworthy man who later on scandalized 
the Catholic world (by which action I became an accomplice of the sins and 
the shame of that man) not alone the office of a bishop but life itself has be- 
come hateful to me. Whilst formerly with a strong mind I bore all the labor, 
persecution, care and misfortune, now, crimson with shame, consumed with 
anguish, I hardly dare to raise my head. No wonder: the pangs of conscience 
torment me and I am convinced, that by that unfortunate action I have lost 
all esteem and confidence of my priests and I have no longer a right to demand 
their loyalty and obedience. I see that the hatred which, right or wrong, from 
the very beginning of my administration, inspired the various classes of our 
population against me, will never die out and that, whatever I do, the progress 
of religion will be thwarted. At another place I, poor man, might perhaps 
be able to work for the Church. But here I wither away with pain and, irritated 
by the malice of my people, I long for death, the welcome end of my martyr- 
dom. Have mercy, therefore, kindest Father, with the wailings and weepings 
of Your son and permit me to put away a weight, to which I must shortly 
succumb. If I have done any good in my life, if for thirty years I exiled my- 
self from my home which is to me next in love after the salvation of my 
soul, and gave all my strength to the spread of the true religion in America; 
if for thirteen years I have watered this diocese with my sweat, unmindful 
of comfort, fame and even of my life; if I raised it from the ruins in which 
it had been buried so long; if I strengthened and adorned it with apostolic 
laborers and the most useful institutions, let all this plead my cause before 
the tribunal of Your kindness. You are a just Judge; wherefore do not com- 
pel a veteran to live on in anguish which is more bitter than death. Your 
Holiness may rest assured that my personality keeps many an erring soul from 
finding the way to the true flock of Christ, because they hate me without cause 
and will only with anger and- reluctance listen to the voice of their shepherd. 
Any other Bishop may take my place, especially that angelic man, the Right 
Rev. Mr. Rosati, whom the Apostolic See gave me as Coadjutor; a man, who 
on account of his inborn meekness and for his great knowledge and virtue is 
most welcome to all the clergy and who is not hated by any of the laymen; 
by him the Church will certainly be well provided. 

Therefore, Most Holy Father, let me depart, that I may give myself to 
my sorrow, before I go the land which is covered by the darkness of death. 
Let me depart, I beg You; I shall give You no rest until You kindly hear me. 
I am disgusted to live on thus and I am so discouraged that I made up my 
mind to seék relief in any way possible, even if I should have to undertake a 
voyage to Rome. Pardon my sorrow if it has spoken somewhat without humility 
and moderation. Have mercy upon me, a miserable man, who professes himself, 


Kneeling at the feet of Your Holiness 
the very devoted, obsequious and obedient son and servant 
of the Apostolic See and of Your Holiness, 
Louts Wa. DuBourc, 
Bishop of New Orleans. 


At New Orleans, 
February 1, 1825. -s 
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The following documents are from Catholic Questions, Vol. II, 


(From ‘“‘Address of the Trustees of St. Mary’s Church to their 
Fellow-Citizens, September 1823). 

By an act of Divine Providence, an opportunity presented itself 
to the Trustees to test the real disposition and sentiments of the clergy 
who opposed them on this point. A clergyman, a native of Rome, of 
high standing, superior talents, and irreproachable conduct, arrived in 
this city; he was introduced and recommended to one of the trustees 
who had been most active in endeavoring to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion; the opportunity was immediately seized, of explaining to him 
the nature of the dispute, and he was urged in the name, and for the 
holy cause of our holy religion, to use his influence towards the at- 
tainment of the long wished for reconciliation. 

This gentleman was the Rev. Mr. A. Inglesi, well known to many 
of the most respectable men of this city, throughout the United States 
and Europe; who had previously spent some years in our country, had 
traversed the continent from Canada to New Orleans, prior to his 
departure for Europe, three years ago, and whose character and repu- 
tation can be attested by the first men in the country. It is almost 
unnecessary to observe that this gentleman was hailed by the trustees 
as the harbinger of peace, and the instrument of the future tranquility 
and harmony of the congregation. 

This gentleman, then, to whom no possible objection could be 
made, who was irreproachable in character, and independent of both 
parties ; who had on his arrival in this city a few weeks since, presented 
himself to Mr. Harold, acting as Vicar General in the absence of the 
Bishop, and had received from him a written license to officiate as a 
priest in this diocese, and who did celebrate Mass at St. Joseph’s 
chapel, feeling distress at the lamentable state of things in this city, 
and extremely anxious, if possible, to put an end to the unfortunate 
_ disputes; with that sole object in view, consented to perform the 
duties of pastor of St. Mary’s church, provided the said church was 
placed under his charge. It is here worthy of remark, that this con- 
sent was given after consulting several of the most respectable men 
of this city, unconnected with the dispute. He agreed to act for a 
limited time, and stated, that, as his circumstances were independent, 
he would not receive or admit of any salary, but that he would per- 
form all the duties of a pastor for the sole purpose of restoring peace 
to the church, and that the funds destined for the remuneration of 
the pastor’s services might be invested by the Trustees in the educa- 
tion of the poor children of the congregation. 

The Rev. Wm. Hogan, at all times desirous of restoring peace to 
the church on terms honorable and acceptable to this congregation, 
even at the sacrifice of his feelings and private interest, having heard 
of the arrival of the above reverend gentleman, and of his willingness 
to co-operate with the Trustees in the attainment of their laudable ob- 
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ject, by accepting the Pastorship of said church, voluntarily tendered 
to the board his formal resignation, accompanied with an intimation 
that he was about to return to Europe, where he hoped he would be 
better enabled to promote the interests of the congregation, by pro- 
curing the permanent and efficient establishment of our rights. The 
Trustees, after due reflection, with deep grief and sorrow, consented 
to make this last sacrifice to obtain harmony and peace, and agreed to 
accept the same, provided the Rev. Mr, A. Inglesi would at once enter 
into the offices of pastor, and perform all the duties of the situation. 
Every obstacle being thus removed in the opinion of the Trustees, the 
following letter was addressed to the Rev. A. Inglesi, on the 28th inst. : 


Philadelphia, August 28th 1823. 
Reviisin; 

In consequence of the communications made to us by Mr. R. W. 
Meade, of your willingness to aid in putting an end to the unfortunate 
dissensions which exist in the church of St. Mary’s of this city, by 
consenting to accept of, and perform the duties of pastor at that 
church, we have this day accepted of the resignation of the Rev. Wm. 
Hogan, who was acting as pastor; and we have addressed a letter to 
the bishop, and in case of his absence to the Vicar General, nominating 
you to that situation, of which we annex a copy for your information 
and government, requesting that you will be pleased to let us have an 
answer in writing as soon as convenient in order that we may forth- 
with communicate the same to the Congregation, and make the neces- 
sary arrangements for putting you in possession of the church, as sole 
Pastor thereof, 

We remain, Rev. Sir, 
Your assured and ob’t serv’ts 
John Leamy, Chairman. 
A. Randall, Secretary. 


Mr. Inglesi’s answer will show in what manner the proposal was 
received by Mr. Harold, and how far it is from the mind of that gentle- 
man and his friends to listen seriously to any idea of conciliation. 
Gentlemen :- : 

I thought that heaven had chosen me as the instrument of your 
reconciliation with your brethren, and to have seen terminated at once 
the evils which have until now afflicted the church, but my hopes have 
been frustrated. 

You were willing to entrust your case in my hands; I foresaw 
all the difficulties to which I should be exposed; I flattered myself, 
however, to have been able to surmount them; but with a heart 
wounded with grief Iam obliged to inform you that I have not suc- 
ceeded in my enterprise. An excommunication, and a thousand dread- 
ful consequences, would have been the result of my zeal and good will. 
To prevent greater evils, it was my duty to bend my head to the de- 
crees of the Supreme Being, who, reading moreover in your hearts, 
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will not delay granting your wishes. I nevertheless regret being obliged 
to announce news that must be afllicting to you, and to shed tears on 
the fate of those who are the cause of so many evils. 

Accept, gentlemen, the sentiments of my respect and gratitude, 
with which I have the honor to be 

Your most obedient servant 
A. Inglesi. 
Philadelphia, August 29th, 1823. 

The Board of Trustees, on receiving the answer from Mr. Inglesi, 
had no other course to pursue, but either to abandon altogether their 
duties, and sacrifice the interests of the congregation, or to appeal to 
the honorable feelings of Mr. Hogan, requesting him to withdraw his 
resignation. To this he generously consented.... 


(From Continuation of an Address to the Roman Catholics of the 
City of Philadelphia. By Rich. W. Meade, Philadelphia, 15 Nov. 1832.) 


“My publication in reply to the address of Mr. Harold (the Soi- 
disant Pastor of St. Mary’s Church, and Vicar General of this Diocese) 
to the Roman Catholics, was in the press previous to the reverend Mr. 
Inglesi’s return to this city. I was on that account prevented from in- 
serting therein a number of documents which were in possession of 
that gentleman. I had informed Mr. Inglesi of the defamatory libel 
published by Mr. Harold, and invited him either to answer it himself 
or if he were still determined to continue the mild and moderate sys- 
tem of submission and passive obedience, which he had _ heretofore 
adopted, I requested him to, furnish me with all the documents. He 
has since then acceded to my request, and I consider it a duty I owe 
to myself and the Trustees of St. Mary’s Church, to publish his answer 
and the documents immediately, not with any hope or expectation of 
their having any effect on the mind of Mr. Harold, which I fear is too 
far lost to every honorable feeling to listen to the cool dispassionate 
voice of reason; but it may possibly serve to convince some of his 
deluded followers, and enable them, on reflection, to view his un- 
justifiable conduct in its proper light. 

The motive, why Harold made known the errors of Inglesi to 
Deabbate v. in his Address to the Roman Catholics, p. 47: 

“T cannot close this without saying a word as to my motives for 
_ waiting on you on the occasion in question. I have heard of your having 
introduced Mr. Inglesi to your acquaintance, and that you had even 
favored the proposed measure of his officiating at St, Mary’s, under 
the appointment of the gentlemen acting as trustees of that church. 
It was therefore necessary, that I should apprise you of whatever 
I had heard of Mr. Inglesi’ character; and the expediency of doing 
so was the more strongly impressed on my mind before I had con- 
versed five minutes with you, as you distinctly acknowledged to me 
that you had advised Mr. Inglesi to officiate at St. Mary’s without the 
leave of the Ordinary, and to trust to the court of Rome for a sanction 
of that proceeding. 
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Under such circumstances, and conceiving you were taking a 
wrong course I felt it to be an imperative duty of mine, to give you 
such information as might be likely to operate on your prudence.... 


(From letter of Father Harold V. P. to Mr. DeAbbate, Italian 
Consul-General ). 

Reply of DeAbbate (13, Sept. ’23) p. 48: 

“You say in your letter, Sir, that in communicating to me every- 
thing you had heard relative to Mr. Inglesi’s character, your object 
was that of putting me on my guard to act with prudence, for you 
had understood that I had introduced him to my acquaintances, and 
even favored the proposed measure of his officiating at St, Mary’s 
Church. 

If by the words your acquaintance, you mean to make an allusion 
to the Trustees of St. Mary’s Church, believe me, Sir, in this respect 
you are in error. I have not the honor of associating with the Trustees 
nor any business that could authorise an introduction to them. 

As for the support I have given to the measures you refer to, it 
will be only necessary to place the dates in their true order, to be con- 
vinced that the sentiments you express on that point could no longer be 
applicable. 

On the 28th of August, as Vicar General, you refused permission 
to Mr. Inglesi to officiate in St. Mary’s Church, menacing him with 
excommunication in case of disobedience. Mr. Inglesi, in compliance 
with his duty, submitted to your orders, and in consequence thereof 
wrote to the Trustees on the 29th. 

On the 29th of August, then, all alarm had been destroyed, by 
Mr. Inglesi himself showing his entire submission to your orders. 
How then, on the 5th of September, the day of our conversation, could 
my prudence be endangered upon measures which had actually ceased 
to exist? I leave this to your own decision, 

It is very true, Sir, that-I had persuaded Mr. Inglesi to accept; 
and it is likewise very true, that I regret exceedingly that you should 
have thought proper to refuse his request. Rome must have seen with 
satisfaction a person excommunicated by himself, succeeded by a priest 
duly authorized to exercise the sacerdotal functions. Rome likewise 
must have hoped, that, by the charitable interference of Mr. Ingles, 
schism would gradually have given way to union, animosity to peace, 
and scandal to good example. 

If the tribunals alone are authorized to pronounce a definitive 
judgment relative to the real and effective possession of St. Mary’s, 
the above interference could in no manner have been prejudicial to 
the right of the Bishop. 

And in the word nomination, which the Trustees made use of in 
the letter they addressed to you, Sir, is contrary to the rights of the 
Holy See, the Trustees, I have the honor to assure you, were very 
willing to substitute the word choice. 

In short, Sir, I firmly believe, that in the extremities to which 
things have been carried, a small sacrifice, which did not compromise 
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the rights of either party, and by which our true divine worship would 
have been preserved in St. Mary’s Church, was a sacrifice conformable 
to the spirit of humanity and of religion itself. 
Having candour for my constant guide in all my proceedings, | 
inform you, Sir, that it is in this spirit I have written to Rome. 
I pray you, in the meantime, to receive the expressions, etc. 
The Consul-General of His Sardinian Majesty, 
(Signed ) G. DEABBATE. 
To Mr, W. V. Haron, 
Vicar General of the Diocese of Philadelphia. 


From Mr. Harold to Mr. Deabbate. 
September 15, 1823. 
Sir :- 

In reply to your letter of the 13th inst. I beg to say, that it has not 
raised the slightest doubt in my mind, touching the accuracy of my 
statement to you, respecting Mr. Inglesi, as detailed in my note of the 
12th inst. 

When I mentioned your acquaintance, I did not allude to the 
trustees; and I cannot help expressing my astonishment at your tak- 
ing the expression in a sense so remote from its obvious meaning. I 
have no doubt of your veracity, when you disclaim all acquaintance 
with those persons; for here there is question of a fact in which you 
cannot be mistaken, however you may err as to matters of recollection. 

I regret that you have avoided saying distinctly whether you did 
not tell me of your having advised Mr. Inglesi to officiate at St. Mary’s, 
notwithstanding my prohibition, and to trust to the decision of Rome 
for its sanction of such a proceeding. This avowal of yours, was well 
calculated to suggest to me the propriety of warning you against iden- 
tifying yourself with the projects of Mr. Inglesi. 

Your reasoning as to my having no cause for alarm, since Mr. 
Inglesi had declined officiating at the instance of the trustees, would 
be plausible enough, if it were the fact, that I had any reliance on that 
reverend gentieman’s sincerity at the time of my interview with you. 
But you will be pleased to recollect that on the preceding day, a pub- 
lication from the trustees had appeared, containing a letter of his 
studiously drawn up to imply an approbation of the cause they were 
supporting and invoking the blessing of God for the success of their 
views in return for the piety for which he gave them credit. 

I had at that time, and still have, documents in my possession 
which afford conclusive evidence of the nature and extent of the pre- 
tensions of the trustees. In an official paper (drawn up I am assured 
under the inspection of alawyer), they notified the bishop that they 
had admitted the resignation‘of Mr. Hogan and nominated Mr. Inglesi ; 
and yet sir, you undertake to censure me; because I prohibited Mr. 
Inglesi from doing an act, which must have carried into complete 


effect this assumption of spiritual jurisdiction on the part of those 
laymen. } 
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What his real motives may have been for hesitating to commit 
himself thus far, I know not: but I do know, that not even the equivocal 
terms of his printed letter, can save the author of that extraordinary 
production, from the guilt of abetting one of the boldest overt acts of 
schism as yet achieved by those persons. 


You tell me that the trustees were ready to substitute the word 
choice for nomination, | fear your want of intimacy with the gentle- 
men may expose you to mistakes as to their intentions; but I must 
apprise you, that even though they had used the word choice; I was 
not authorized to acknowledge any privilege they might have been 
pleased to attach to this term. I am ignorant of any claim sanctioned 
by the spiritual authorities, on which the trustees could pretend to 
choose a pastor for St. Mary’s. So that supposing them to have 
presented the object of their choice for institution, the result you seem 
to covet so eagerly could not have happened. 


If the trustees have it at heart to obtain a right of presentation to 
the church of St. Mary’s, they must take a course very different from 
any they have hitherto chosen to pursue. Neither their pretensions to 
convey spiritual jurisdiction, without which no clergyman can become 
the Catholic pastor of St. Mary’s, nor the moral sense they have 
evinced in support of the person they now distinguish by that title, is 
likely to operate with their Bishop or with the Holy See, to lend a 
favorable ear to any pretensions of theirs. 

You attribute to Mr. Inglesi the most charitable feelings, in his 
uncalled for interference between the Bishop of Philadelphia and a 
portion of his flock, adhering to a clergyman cut off from the com- 
munion of the church, and you seem to think that to have connived 
at Mr. Inglesi’s officiating at the instance of such men, might have 
gradually established peace and union. 


I am sorry I cannot concur in your view of this part of the case. 
That Mr. Inglesi, a stranger, should, on his first coming into this dio- 
cese, be found tampering with men in open schism, and evincing his 
willingness to succeed to the place so long occupied by a man whose 
excommunication had been pronounced just by the Pope, and whom 
this pontiff charcterised as IMPIOUS,; appears to me an argument less 
suited to prove his charitable dispositions, or his sound discretion, than 
his mistaken estimate of his own importance. 

A sudden transition from military avocation and habits, to the 
ecclesiastical state, succeeded not by an application to his professional 
studies, but by a tour through Europe for purposes, which, however 
Jaudable in themselves, cannot certainly have tended to mature his 
acquaintance with ecclesiastical learning, should have inspired him 
with a proper diffidence of the soundness of the views he has thought 
proper to adopt, regarding the unhappy schism existing in this church. 

With my respect for you personally, and as one occupying a public 
station; I feel sincere regret at finding that you have taken an active 
part, under similar erroneous views; but I must not sacrifice even to 
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this respect, the duty I owe to the religion of which I am a minister. 
I have the honor to remain, Sir, 
Your ob’t. serv’t. 
WAS ELS 


September 15th 1823. 
To Rev. A. Inglesi 
REVEREND SIR:- 

I deferred replying to your letter until I should have an answer 
to the communication I made to Mr. Deabbate, in whose letter to you 
I perceived a mis-statement of the conversation I had held with him 
respecting you. Although he perseveres in his statement of that con- 
versation, I am not the less certain that what I told him was as follows: 
that I was assured by a person of great authority, of your having been 
ordered out of the Roman States by the Cardinal Secretary, and 
further, that the Foreign Ministers at Rome communicated the affair 
to their respective courts. Mr. Deabbate thinks I added that you had 
been suspended, in which particular he is mistaken, unconsciously, I 
believe. 

For the motives I had in stating the matter to Mr. Deabbate, I 
refer to my letters to that genlemen of the dates of the 12th and of 
this day. 

You speak of guarding the honor of the priesthood. You, who 
coming into the diocese of a Catholic Bishop, persecuted and reviled 
by men regardless of every principle of their religion, allied yourself 
to those men, placing yourself in their hands a new instrument, to be 
played off in the work of eluding his authority and filling his church 
with scandals: for it cannot be unknown to you, that to have lent 
yourself in any respect to a measure having for its object to lay a pre- 
cedent for their right to make and unmake pastors for the church, was 
indeed a degradation of the priesthood in your person. 

It is my intention to lay your printed letter to the trustees before 
the Bishop of this diocese on his return. You are aware of the excep- 
tions I have taken to that letter, and presume it is for this reason you 
have thought fit, by way of a ruse deguerre, to appear in the character 
of a complainant, as if I had wantonly revealed your doings in Europe. 

On your arrival in this city you applied to me for leave merely to 
say Mass, as any clergyman in transitu might have done. I gave you 
a verbal leave to this effect, and to this only, and yet you have suffered 
the trustees to publish, uncontradicted by you, statement that you had 
a written permission to officiate in this diocese. Your entrance into St. 
Mary’s Church on the evening of your arrival in this city should have 
induced me to act with you in a manner different from what I have 
done ; but you pleaded ignorance, and I thought it might have been so. 
Your notorious intimacy with the leaders in this schism, and with the 
excommunicated priest, is confirming the suspicions which are enter- 
tained respecting you. You have abused the indulgence I evinced 
towards you to celebrate Mass. You are, besides, no longer in the 
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character of a mere traveller, in which character you obtained that in- 
dulgence. I would withdraw it now did I not expect the Bishop in a 
few days. 
I am, Reverend Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. V. Harovp. 
From Rev. A. Inglesi :— 
SIR :- 

It was not my ihtention to answer the absurd allegations, the im- 
proper expressions with which you have just assailed me in your letter 
of the 15th int, and in that addressed to Monsieur Le Consul Général 
of his Sardinian Majesty; but fearing my silence may lead you to be- 
lieve as truth all you have advanced in those letters, | had a right to 
think that in answering you I should acquit myself of a real obligation. 

In whatever manner you may turn all you have said, with so little 
charity, respecting me, it will be always true that this procedure has 
taken place posterior to my obedience to your orders (and) should 
have inspired you with esteem and not with hatred for me: and it is a 
fact that a person entitled to your esteem and to mine, has openly de- 
clared that such conduct on your side has had no other object, than 
to efface the unfavorable impression which your order to me had made 
on the public mind. What means! 

My intimacy with the trustees is confined to the conferences 
which, necessarily, I should have with them respecting tne succession 
of Mr. Hogan. Had I not conferences with them how could I have 
been so circumstanced as to apply for the permission in question? You 
are mistaken in that point by a very just consequence. But, neither 
in the presence of God, nor man, do I think I have committed a crime 
in treating with the trustees about such a business. 

The sentiments I expressed in the letter which I addressed you the 
29th of August to let you know my entire submission to your orders,* 
shall be always dear to me: do not think then that I have failed in the 
dignity or duties of the priesthood by the phrase “that I hoped the Su- 
preme Being reading in their hearts, would attend to their prayers, etc., 
etc., etc. Yes sir, even now I hope so, since that phrase solely relates 
to my ardent and just desire of eventually seeing a priest qualified for 
the sacerdotal functions, supply the place of a being struck with excom- 
munication, the cause of all the evils. At the moment I was writing the 
letter, I could know of no other question in a matter so complicated 
and so unfortunate;* do not therefore attribute any other interpreta- 
tion to the spirit of my letter; let then the ruse de guerre which you 
mention, and which you dare to attribute to me, cease on your side, to 
condemn as a crime what has been only an honorable desire on mine. 


1 No letter of this date or tenor was addressed by Mr. Inglesi to Mr. 
Harold. Mr. I. probably means his letter to the trustees. 


2 Why then did Mr. Inglesi interfere, in a case of which he had only an 
imperfect knowledge. As to the tendency of the letter to the trustees, the 
letter speaks for itself; and cannot now be diluted as Mr. I pleases. 
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You affirm, and incessantly report, sir, that I am intimate with 
the excommunicated priest. Please to believe that it is a fact, a positive 
fact, that I have never either spoken or written to him in my life, and 
that I absolutely hold no connexion directly, or indirectly, with that 
person. Do not therefore add more weight to what already presses 
upon your conscience, and forbear once at least, availing yourself of 
resources which can only prove ephemeral, 

Finally Sir, intricate courses shall never suit me. It shall always 
be my heart’s desire to associate sincerity with decorum, and as a true 
Minister of the Church, adhering to the principles of the sacerdotal 
hierarchy, I shall always hold it as certain, that if Rome delegate 
powers, to which one ought in the meantime to be obedient, she who 
in her wisdom looks to the most remote extent, never renounces her 
right of judging without further appeal (en dernier ressort). 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most devoted servant, 
A. INGLESI. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 17th, 1823. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 16th 1823. 
SIR :- 

Your favor dated yesterday leaves much room for reply, however, 
you will permit me to observe the silence imposed by respect. 

The active part I have taken in order to obtain the important ob- 
ject, peace, with the least sacrifice, has been dictated to me by the 
religion which I profess and revere. 

The active part I have taken for the protection of innocence, has 
been commanded by the public office I have the honor to occupy. 

My duties as a Christian and consul being thus perfectly ac- 
complished, it remains only for me to iterate my request that you will 
accept the assurance of my purest esteem and most profound regard. ’ 

Monsieur le Vecaire Général, 
Your most obedient and obliged servant, 
Le Consul Gen. de Sa Maj. Sarde. 
G. DEABBATE. 
Monsieur W, Harorp. 
Vicaire Général Diocese de Philadelphia. 


(From “Continuation of an Address to the Roman Catholics of the 
City of Philadelphia, in Reply to Mr. Harold’s Address. Containing 
the Documents of the Reverend A. Inglesi. By Richard W. Meade. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 15, 1823). 

Mr. Inglesi, born of respectable parents, was by them destined 
from his infancy to the Church, for which purpose he was sent from 
Rome, the place of his nativity, to one of the first Seminaries of La 
Romagna, that of Perugia, where he remained about ten years, going 
through a regular course of studies, At the age of seventeen years, Mr. 
Inglesi was chosen professor of the Lyceum of Perugia, in opposition 
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to several candidates, it being awarded to him after a public examina- 
tion of their respective merits. The various revolutions which occurred 
in the government of Italy, obliged Mr. Inglesi to abandon his voca- 
tion, or rather I ought to say, to suspend them for some time. He be- 
came a conscript under the system of Napoleon. The history of Na- 
poleon’s reign is too well known to require any comment from me; 
after twice furnishing a substitute, he was compelled to join the army, 
was taken prisoner, found himself in great distress in a foreign coun- 
try, and finally enlisted in a British regiment, to which he was attached 
till his friends, hearing of his situation, furnished him with the means 
of obtaining his discharge. | 

It is at this period of his life that Mr. Harold charges him with 
the commission of many imprudent acts. Mr. Inglesi does not pretend 
to disavow, that at that period he did commit many imprudent acts. 
Let it be remembered however, that he was then a simple layman, a 
young military man, liable to all the temptations and follies of youth. 
Mr. Inglesi however denies, and is prepared to prove that he never 
committed any dishonorable act; if any of his indiscretions had passed 
the bounds limited by society, and had he transgressed the laws of the 
country where he resided, it was for those laws to have decided on 
the nature and extent of his error...... 

Mr. Inglesi, after leaving Canada, visited the United States, and 
was on the point of embarking at New Orleans for Europe, when he 
heard of the establishments which were forming by Bishop DuBourg, 
in the upper part of Louisiana. He determined to visit them. He arrived 
at St. Louis and thus became personally acquainted with that zealous 
and indefatigable Bishop; he conceived a strong attachment for him 
and requested to be associated in his apostolic labors. He was received 
with paternal kindness by that excellent and pious Prelate. 

He recommenced, under his superintendence, his studies; and at 
the expiration of some months, and after all the necessary proofs of 
his capacity and good conduct, he received from his hands all the holy 
orders from the Tonsure to that of the Priesthood.... 


Bishop Du Bourg, fully aware of the total impracticability of 
completing the establishments he had commenced in upper Louisiana, 
and being extremely anxious to extend the missions among the savage, 
nations, who stood most in need of Priests, Churches and Schools, de- 
termined to send Mr. Inglesi to Europe, to plead his cause amongst 
the friends of religion and humanity, with a view of abtaining min- 
isters and other succors to enable him to continue this noble and gen- 
erous enterprise. 


The following diploma was furnished by Bishop Du Bourg to Mr. 
Inglesi, at his departure: 

L. G. V. Du Bourg, miseratione etc... Episcopus Ludovicensis in 
Am. Sept. .et Cum Dioecesim nobis a Principe Pastorum commissam, 
omni omnino ope destitutam invenerimus; Eeclesias undequaque la- 
bantes; clerum penitus fere extinctum; vastissimas plagas, etsi catho- 
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licis refertas, propter operariorum inopiam, spinis ac tribulis consitas ; 
Plebem crassissima religionis ignorantia laborantem etc. Nos, ut tot 
tantisque malis mederemur, semel jam Piorum, per varia Europae 
regna, auxilium non sine fructu imploravimus, ast, exhaustis jam, in 
itineribus triginta et amplius sacerdotum, qui se nobis comites addide- 
runt, sarcinarumque ad tam immanem distantiam advectatione, necnon 
in jaciendis Seminarii Dioecesani duorumque collegiorum fundamen- 
tis, quae collegeramus subsidiis ; iterum, per nobilem, Revm. que virum 
Dnum Ang. Inglesi, nostrae missioni adscriptum Presbiterum, quem 
in exteras regiones ad hunc praecipue finem mittimus, omnes omnium. 
graduum homines, qui divini honoris studio flagrant, enixe humiliterque 
supplicamus ut largitionibus suis nos adjuvent ad ea, quae jam felici- 
bus auspiciis cepta sunt, confirmanda et perficienda; ne opportunae 
hujus opis defectu, tot jam exantlatorum laborum, tot sumptuum 
fructus in fumum abeat. Quam qui nobis benigne porrexerint, ut cen- 
tiplicatam a Domino recipiant, incessanter rogabimus. 

Datum St. Ludovici, in Statu Missouriani, sub signo sigilloque 
nostris, et secretarii nostri subscriptione, die Martii 26a, anni 1820. 

Lud, Gul. Epis. Ludov. 
De mandato Illmi et Revmi D. D. Episcopi 
F. Niet, Pro. Sec. 


(Translation): L. G. V. DuBourg, by the mercy etc. Bishop of St. Louis 
in North America. Since we found the diocese which has been entrusted to us 
by the Prince of Pastors, destitute of all means, the churches everywhere 
tumbling down, the clergy nearly extinct, wide regions, although people by 
Catholics, full of thorns and thistles through lack of workers, the people 
suffering with the densest religious ignorance etc., to remedy so many and so 
great evils, we have once before, not without success implored the assistance of 
the faithful in European countries. But since the money collected has been 
used up by the traveling expenses of thirty and more priests who attached 
themselves to us and the transportation of their baggage to such great distances, 
as also by laying the foundation of a Seminary and two colleges; therefore, 
by the noble and Rev. Angelo Inglesi, a priest of our Mission whom we send to 
foreign countries principally for the purpose of collecting we earnestly and 
humbly ask men of all classes who burn with zeal for the glory of God,, that 
they may help us by their donations that we may strengthen and finish what 
has been happily begun. If we get no help the fruit of so much labor and so 
much expense will be lost. We shall unceasingly pray that all those who give 
us their assistance shall receive from the Lord reward a thousandfold. 

Given at St. Louis, Missouri, under our seal and the signature of our 
secretary, March 25th 1820. 

Louis Wm. Bishop of St. Louis, 
By order of the Right Rev. Bishop 
F. Nrét, Pro-Secretary. 


The first accounts we have of Mr. Inglesi in Europe, are con- 
tained in the 9th volume of the Encyclopedia Review, published at 
Paris, every month; in that of March, 1821, page 496, we read the 
following note: 

(Translation): The Abbe Inglesi, after having traversed, during 
several months, the provinces of North America, was so sensibly struck 
with the lot of the unfortunate aborigines of those countries, and at 
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the time so convinced of the devotion of Bishop Du Bourg and his 
worthy companions that he decided on dedicating his time and_ his 
means to participate in their worthy undertaking—He has been se- 
lected by those respectable missionaries to visit Europe, in order to 
solicit from the friends of humanity, the means to continue their 
labors and to engage some virtuous men to join and assist them to ac- 
complish the sacred duty which they have imposed on. themselves. 

The Abbe Inglesi had already the honor of being admitted to a 
private audience by the king and the princes of the royal family. He 
has obtained from them some precious marks of success. Some of the 
most distinguished persons of Paris have also taken pleasure in encour- 
aging by their gifts, the zeal and devotion of this young Ecclesiastic. 

Mr, Inglesi has also made known to the sovereign and princes of 
Holland the object of this voyage ; and he has every reason to be satis- 
fied with the favorable reception he has met with. He now proposes 
to proceed to the courts of other Sovereign of Europe, to plead the 
cause of humanity and then to present himself at the court of Rome, 
to lay before His Holiness the Pope, the actual state of religion in 
North America. 


Thus, we find Mr. Inglesi presented at the court of France, and 
having obtained from the King and some individuals, donations for 
his mission, visited Holland, where his reception was equally favor- 
able; from thence he proceeded to Layback (Laibach), where the 
Sovereigns of Europe were then assembled. He was there received 
in the most distinguished manner by all the allies; and particularly so 
by the Emperors of Austria and Russia. 


He left Layback on the 18th of August 1821 and arrived at Rome 
on the 30th of the same month. (Diary of Rome, 12th May speaks of 
him). He remained at Rome about four months, which were employed 
in the execution of the business under his charge. Many persons had 
written to Rome, both from America and France, in favor of Mr. 
Inglesi and his mission; among them the Reverend Mr. Money (Moni), 
one of the most zealous and respectable missionaries of Louisiana, and 
the Vicar General of New Orleans, wrote to the Marquis of Lopri at 
Rome, as follows: 


“Mr. Inglesi, to whom the most liberal offers have been made, and who 
had it in his power to select a most desirable situation in this country as a 
layman, has preferred dedicating himself to our mission and has embraced the 
ecclesiastical state. I can assure Your Excellency, that he has done and can do 
much good to our religion. All the good men of this country are anxious that he 
should return to. us as a bishop; it will not be difficult at Rome to become 
acquainted with his merits and to obtain this favor.” 


It was agitated at that period at Rome, to name a bishop as 
coadjutor to Mr. Du Bourg, and Cardinal Fontana, then Prefect of 
the Congregation of Propaganda Fide, and the Cardinal della So- 
maglia, his substitute, solicited and urged Mr. Inglesi several times, 
to accept of the appointment. He however refused it, and even resisted 


ve 
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the orders of his own bishop who had requested the court of Rome to 
appoint Mr. Inglesi. . 

The following is an extract from a letter of Bishop Du Bourg, 
who, after explaining the reasons which induced him to request a coad- 
jutor, proposed Mr. Inglesi for that situation: 


“Restat igitur ut inter juniores unum seligam, qui et maturitate 
judicii, sincera devotione, caeterisque animi dotibus, aetatis defectui 
abundantius suppleat.— Hunc, ni me fallit affectus, invenisse mihi 
videor in Reverendo Domino Angelo Inglesi, Romano Patritio, quem 
Divina Providentia mihi consolatorem in angustiis, et ingruentis jam 
senectutis baculum, mirabiliter deputavit. Dicam quod res est: Nemi- 
nem unquam habui tam inanimem, qui sincera charitate, pro me et 
ovibus meis solicitiorem se praebuerit. 


Haec ipsa solicitudo fuit, quae cum videret me subsidiis quasi 
omnibus sive ad vitam sustentandam, sive ad promovendam Missionum 
nostrarum utilitatem, indigere, ad Europam illum abduxit, ut et aere 
proprio, et emendicatis fidelium largitionibus inopiae nostrae suppleret, 
novasque. quibus deficimus, operariorum copias colligeret; adeo ut 
vere ipsum, Dioecesis fundatorem praecipuum, a longe salutare non 
dubitem. Eminentiam Vestram latere non arbitror quot jam peregri- 
nationes hac de cattso suscepit, quanta dignitate legatione sua functus, 
quantoque honore ubicunque, a maximis etiam Principibus, variarumque 
Nationum Proceribus exceptus fuerit. Haec sane prudentiam arguunt 
supra aetatem, nec dubitare sinunt novum hunc Timotheum ita se in 
Episcopali munere gesturum, ut nemo adolescentiam ejus contemnat. 
Quidni igitur, non jam meis, sed universae Louisinanae votis an- 
nueretur, quae cum consona voce in coadjutorem solicitudinis meae 
designat, 

Forsan obstant ecclesiae leges, quae quadragesimum annum ad 
Episcopatum exigunt, sed quoties cum ipsis dispensatum fuit? Longe 
profecto a quadragesimo distabant ‘Titus et Timotheus; longius forte 
et dilectus discipulus. Et ut ad tempus nostrum veniamus, caeteris 
omissis, non puto trigesimo anno excessisse Illustrissimum D. De- 
Quelen, cum ad Archiepiscopatum Nazianzenum et sedis Parisiensis 
coadjutorium est promotus. 


Parcat Eminentia Va, si dico quae sentio: Ubi inveniuntur in sum- 
mo gradu fides, prudentia, docilitas et religionis studium, nedum 
Episcopatui obstet juvenilis aetas, plurimum e contrario juvare vide- 
tur: Quanto enim longius episcopalis solicitudinis tyrocinium, eo 
utilius erit ejus exercitium. Successorem habere cupio, qui in admini- 
stratione sua praedecessoris vestigiis inhaereat: non quod ea animi 
praesumptione sim, ut me putem aliquid, esse, aut aliquid scire sed 
divina afflante et auxiliante gratia, ita praeter spem successit metho- 
dus, quam longa et hominum et locorum mihi suggessit cognitio, ut 
merito verear ne, alia et jam intentata ratione, pessum omnia itura 
fuerint. [deo Dominum Inglesi in coadjutorem mihi; supplex deposco, 
quia et dioecesim apprime novit, et mihi nota est ipsius docilitas. 


aie tie ar 
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Ceterum Ema Va. et sacrae huic congregationi jam explorata 
esse arbitror illius et virtutem et dectrinam. Literis enim datis Lutetiae 
Parisiorum 23a Februarii currentis anni doceor eum tune proxime 
in Germaniam, inde Romam profecturum; unde colligo eum Romae 
futurum, cum istae ad Emae Vae. manus pertingent. Judicio igitur 
sacrae Congregationis omnia, ut aequum est, demississime resigno, 
vehementer quidem cupiens, ut si ipsi videbitur, dictus Reverend. Do- 
minus Romae Episcopalis consecrationis munus subeat, id enim pluri- 
mum perfecto legationis ipsius successui inserviret sin minus, Emi- 
nentiam Vam. persuasam esse volo de mea in manus Sacrae Congre- 
gationis integra resignatione, 

Quam dum pleno corde profiteor, cum summa veneratione et vere 
filiali affectu velim agnosce. 

Eminae Vae 
Humillimum, obsequentissimum et dovtoissimum famulum 
Lup. Guit. DuBourG 
Ep. Novae Aurel. 
Novae Aureliae, die Maji 8, 1821. 


P. S.—Si contigerit Dom. Inglesi jam Roma profectum, et votis 
meis obtemperandum judicetur, rogo ut sine mora expediatur ejus in- 
stitutionis breve dirigaturque ad IImum Dnum Archiepiscopum Bur- 
digalensem, aut ad ejus Secretarium. 


(Translation): It remains that I select one from the junior clergy who 
by maturity of judgment, sincere piety and other gifts of the mind supplies 
for the defect of age. Such a one, if affection does not deceive me, abundantly 
I have found in the Rev. Mr. Angelo Inglesi, a Roman Patrician whom Divine 
Providence has miraculously sent me a comforter in anguish, a staff of ap- 
proaching old age. I may truly say, that I never had anyone so much of one 
mind with me who showed himself, with sincere charity, more solicitous for 
me and my fiock.. 

It was this very solicitude, which, when he saw that I was destitute of 
all means, either to sustain life or to promote the usefulness of our missions, 
drove him to Eurepe in order that he might supply from his own estate and by 
collecting gifts from the faithful, all we need; he also wishes to win a number 
of priests whom we are in need of, so that I may call him the second founder 
of our diocese. I believe, Your Eminence knows well how many journeys he has 
undertaken in this cause, with what dignity he fulfilled his mission and how 
honorably he was received also by the greatest rulers and by the nobility of 
various nations. All this shows that he is prudent beyond his age and admits no 
doubt, that this new Timothy will manage the episcopal office so, that no one 
can despise his youth. Why, therefore should You not accede to my wishes, 
yea to those of all Louisiana who with one voice asks that he be given as coad- 
jutor to my cares.—Perhaps the laws of the Church forbid, that anyone be 
made a bishop before he has attained the age of forty years. But how often 
has this law been’ dispensed with? Long ways from the fortieth year were 
Titus and Timothy, ‘still longer, perhaps the Beloved Disciple. And to come to 
our own times: I believe that the illustrious D. DeQuelen was not much more 
than thirty when he was made Archbishop of Nazianzus and coadjutor to the 
See of Paris. 

Pardon, Your Eminence, if I say what I think: Where in the highest de- 
gree are found faith, prudence, docility, zeal for religion, youth is no hindrance 
even for the episcopacy, but on the contrary, it seems to be an advantage; for 
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the longer the novitiate of episcopal solicitude, the more useful shall be its 
exercise. I wish to have a successor who in his administration follows in the foot- 
steps of his predecessor; not because I have the presumption to believe that I 
am anything or know anything, but by the inspiration and help of grace the 
method was successful beyond hope, which the long acquaintance with men and 
places suggested to me, so that I have reason to fear that a change of policy 
will ruin everything. Wherefore I humbly ask that Mr. Inglesi be given to me 
as a coadjutor, because he knows the diocese well and because his docility is 
well known to me. 

I believe however, that to Your Eminence and to the Sacred Congregation 
his virtue and doctrine are well known. From letters which he wrote to me from 
Paris on Feb. 23rd, I learn that he is soon going to travel into Germany and 
from there to Rome. From this I infer that he is at Rome when this letter 
reaches Your Eminence. Therefore I leave everything to the judgment of the 
Sacred Congregation ardently wishing, that if the Congregation accedes to my 
wish, the above mentioned Rev. gentleman be consecrated at Rome; this would 
serve very much to enhance the success of his mission; if not, I resign myself 
into the hands of the Sacred Congregation. 

Whilst I profess this with all my heart, believe that with the highest ven- 
eration and truly filial affection, I am 

of Your Eminence 


the most humble, most obedient and devoted servant 
Louris Wm. Du Boure 


Bishop of New Orleans. 
New Orleans, May 8th 1821. 

P. S—If Mr. Inglesi has already left Rome, and if the authorities believe 
that my wishes should be fulfilled, I ask that the Breve of his institution be 
sent directly to the address of the Ill. Archbishop of Bordeaux or to his 
Secretary. 


Bishop DuBourg, aware of the unassuming, modest character of 


Mr. Inglesi and anticipating his declining the appointment, wrote to 
him on the 22nd May, 1821, as follows: 


“On board the Steamboat Hecla, near New Madrid, 22nd May, 1821: 

“Mr. Sibourd is always on the same subject, always speaking of you— 
apropos, he has been considered as too old, at Rome, for my coadjutor, and 
he is much pleased with this decision; as this has been the case, I have presented 
a young man; shall I be more successful? He is known at Rome under ad- 
vantageous circumstances, but I fear that he may be objected to on account 
of his youth. I also apprehend a refusal from himself. Do you believe, Inglesi, 
that a person can in conscience refuse such a situation? Titus and Timotheus 
were both young, and St. John the Evangelist was not less so. Besides, a Bishop- 
Coadjutor has no direct responsibility, and I do not wish for anything better, 
if God will permit it, than to allow him all the time necessary to make his no- 
vitiate for governing. 

It is able hands that I require; mine are not sufficient for all. Though my 
head and perseverance, are, thank God, entire, as yet, I would almost be in- 
clined to fancy, that if you were the person designated, you wuold be appre- 
hensive of offending God and of afflicting your Bishop, by refusing the nomi- 
nation. But all my young priests are not Inglesis; no, most assuredly. Where 
is the one who would have displayed so much zeal, so much sagacity, and so 
much constancy, in the commission which I have put under your charge.” 

The bishop adds at the end of the letter: “Fearing that you may already 
have departed from Rome before this letter reaches you, I have decided to 
inform you without further preamble, that it is yourself that I have designated 
to be my coadjutor. I believe it to be the will of God over you. It will, how- 
ever, be better explained by the organs of the Holy Congregation. 
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If, therefore, you receive your institution, after humbling yourself before 
God, submit to the orders and wishes of your Bishop,and of your brothers of 
Louisiana (of whom a large number have spoken to me on this subject in your 
favor) and to the decision of the Holy See, and receive as soon as possible, 
the holy unction, which will be for you a new source of grace of light, and of 
benediction, in completing your glorious enterprise. Whatever consolation I 
might experience in conferring the holy unction on you myself, I believe it to 
be more proper you should receive it in Europe.” 


(P. 23). The eclat and success of Mr. Inglesi’s mission to Europe, 
by calling the attention of its sovereigns, and many individuals, to the 
uncivilized parts of our country, created much jealousy and some 
enemies, who did not fail to lay various snares to injure Mr. Inglesi’s 
reputation in the eyes of the public. Several endeavors to injure him 
were attempted at Rome, but the exemplary conduct of Mr. Inglesi 
defeated every attempt of the kind; he was however on the brink at 
one time, of falling a victim of their snares and relentless persecution, 
and nothing but a perfect knowledge, at the Court of Rome, of his 
character, education and family, could have saved him; nothing how- 
ever, | am well assured, was left undone on the part of his enemies 
to procure his ruin. Mr. Inglesi, it appears, knew in what manner to 
treat and despise men, who, themselves incapable of generous senti- 
ments, judge and weigh others in the same balance. He obtained a 
complete triumph, and continued his mission. Some few days before 
his leaving Rome, he received from the generosity of His Holiness 
a donation of 20,400 francs, for his mission, and a sum was also sent 
him by Cardinal Consalvi (with a letter, dated 4. Aug. 1821). 

The following sums are stated by Mr. Inglesi to have been re- 
ceived by him, in virtue of his commission from Bishop Du Bourg. 


Bromtiew Kine or brance) vires 2 ys... 4,000 Francs 
UM BSATI MND TACHA CTA OLl ale wae a Gd ope. 1,085 * 
Te MISTODCEO MOL PUN IPSEE IA ahd ceva ntaoda a 20,000 
eC rpeerar UG aside sce cakes aad 20,000 ‘ 
Pie GUN ESS ctlen Papi sta h ets: £ Aas 6X 20,400 K 
Te wDUch ess GTivelUSCANY 5 re 5,satetes ps 11,474 i 
PUTIE GLU ICHESIY CL) LSA Y ete Viste Geo chia! Gres dicts 5,100 i 
BC cag EL Vegas Abe 9 Calpe) be eee Pe 5,000 ‘i 
ey ibetah iat Gy abkiaCsker | Uk a aaa AD Ia eee eA ZA NGZ if 
L251 


This was published in Europe. 


Deducting the expenses and the sums required to fit out the 
missionaries from France, there remained a balance of 95,051 francs, 
which Mr. Inglesi has remitted to Bishop Du Bourg, and he publicly 
appeals to him for the correctness of this statement.... 

After leaving Rome, Mr. Inglesi visited Naples. The King had 
just returned to his country after the revolution and expressed his 
regret, from the state of his finances, that he was unable to help him 
in his laudable undertaking. On leaving Naples Mr. Inglesi went for a 
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short time to the country, and remained with his friends and family 
to enjoy a repose, which his health required, from the fatigues of his 
journeys. He recommenced his labors, however, and on the 12th of 
January 1822, he was presented at the court of Florence. 


(Extract from the Gazette of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, dated 
Florence, 18, Jan, 1822; v. p. 26). 

He obtained from the Grand duke a handsome donation and pro- 
ceeded thence to the court of Lucca, whose Sovereign also contributed 
to his mission. He sucessively visited the courts of Parma and Pla- 
centia (Piacenza), and that of Piedmont, now to Turin, and after 
being received with every mark of distinction by the King and Queen, 
he obtained a handsome sum for the Mission. 


Extract from the Piedmont Gazette of 2nd of March, 1822. 

“The Abbé Inglesi, a Misionary from Louisiana and Florida, be- 
ing near terminating his voyage to Europe, at present at this capital 
on his way to France, to return from thence to America, had the 
honor of receiving a private audience from H. M. our august Sover- 
eign, who received him with much kindness, and showed great satis- 
faction at the progress made in the Mission of Louisiana, which like- 
wise has been assisted by some zealous Piedmontese priests. 

The Abbé Inglesi, on returning to his Mission with the fruits of 
the subscriptions of a great part of Europe, and with various pious 
ecclesiastics, who glowed with the desire of participating in the 
apostolic labors of the Missionaries, has directed his thanks to be pub- 
licly given to all those pious persons, who, with their assistance, have 
wished to contribute to the support of the mission, whose principal 
object is that of spreading the lights of the true religion, with all the 
benefit of civilization, among people who are ignorant of it. 

At Turin, Mr. Inglesi, feeling sensible that he had done all that 
was in his power in favor of the commission which had brought him 
to Europe, having presented himself in person to all the principal 
Sovereigns, except the king of England, addressed a letter of public 
thanks to them, and to all those who had contributed to his Mission. 


(Published in the Gazette of Bologna, 9, March 1823, v. p. 28.) 

From Turin, Mr. Inglesi returned to France, and from Bordeaux 
and Marseilles, he sent out a number of missionaries to New Orleans. 
During his stay in France, he formed, organized and established in 
the principal cities of that kingdom regular associations, under the 
title of “The Association for the Propagation of Faith.” 

Mr. Inglesi thus terminated his mission to Europe in a manner 
as honorable to himself, as creditable to his friend and patron, Bishop 
Du Bourg ; and to the general satisfaction of all those who feel a real 
interest in religion, and the cause of humanity. Having thus given the 
strongest proofs of the education which Mr. Inglesi received, the prin- 
ciples on which that education was based, after plegding himself that 
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he found himself perfectly free and independent, previous to his dedi- 
cating himself to the ecclesiastical state, and following him from the 
commencement to the end of his mission in Europe, where he never 
presented himself under any other title than that of an Abbé; after 
showing you his zeal and activity in performing the honorable task 
that he had undertaken, and proving that he resided near four months 
at Rome during which time he was treated with the greatest kindness 
and distinction by his Holiness the Pope, by Cardinal Consalvi, the 
Secretary of State, and all the other Cardinals. And after tracing 
him subsequent to his departure from Rome, to five different courts 
of Italy, it will, I trust, be permitted me to ask Mr. Harold, on what 
grounds he can possibly justify the gross calumnies and falsehoods 
with which he has attempted to injure the character of a man who 
stands pre-eminent, for his zealous endeavors to promote that very 
religion which Mr. Harold professes to vindicate; and yet without 
one justifiable motive he has endeavored to ruin the character of this 
pious and virtuous priest. 


(The rest is an invective against the ‘slanderous monk,” Father 
Harold, V. G. by Meade). 


(From: An Address to the Catholics of Philadelphia. By the Rev. 

W. V. Harold, Pastor of St. Mary’s and Vicar General. 1823. 
Philadelphia, August 28th, 1823. 
Reverend Sir :- 

The Rev. William Hogan having resigned the duties of pastor 
of the Church of St. Mary’s, which resignation has been admitted by 
us, we have this day nominated the Rev. A. Inglesi, and requested him 
to officiate at said church. Mr. Inglesi being a regular Roman Catholic 
clergyman, duly authorized to celebrate the divine offices, and officiate 
as a priest, within this diocese, and in all respects acceptable, we re- 
spectfully trust that this arrangement will put an end to all future 
dissensions in the church. 

With due respect we remain 
Reverend Sir, 
Your assd. and obedient servants 


(Signed ) Joun Leamy, Chairman, 
ARCHD, RANDALL, Secretary. 


Rt. Rev, Bishop Conwell. 
| Philadelphia, August 29th 1823. 
Rey. Sir:- 
The Rev. Mr. Inglesi having declined accepting the pastorship 
of St. Mary’s Church, for reasons he has stated to us, the conditional 
resignation of Rev. Mr. Hogan, has been reconsidered by the board 
of Trustees, and has not been admitted. 


We remain etc., etc., etc. 
(Signed and addressed as above). 
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_.. It will surprise the Catholic reader, to hear that this Reverend 
person... had never received a shadow of jurisdiction in this diocese ; 
having only obtained verbal permission from me merely to celebrate 
Mass during his stay in town, which, as he stated, would be short... 
COSA). : 

The appointment of Mr. Inglesi was notified to me by the 
Trustees, on the night of Thursday the 28th of August. Viewing this 
proceeding only as a fresh instance of their pertinacity in the usur- 
pation of prerogatives vested exclusively in the hierarchy, it became 
my duty to warn Mr. Inglesi against their attempts to involve him in 
their designs. I accordingly sent a note to that Rev. gentleman, on the 
next morning, and had an interview with him soon after; when I ex- 
plained to him the nature of the case in dispute. 

He acknowledged that the letter of the Trustees was exceptional 
in its terms, which insinuated a right of appointment not belonging 
to laymen; observing, that he had proposed the alteration of those 
terms, without effect. He now commenced a long discourse, in which 
he talked rather pompously of his knowledge of the feelings and 
wishes prevailing at Rome on the subject of the dissensions at Phila- 
delphia, and of those deliberations within his own mind, which had 
determined him to attempt something to restore peace. 

A gentleman present, now asked him whether he had received 
any commission from the Holy See, to interpose between the Bishop 
of. Philadelphia and the schismatics; adding, that the existing dispute, 
did certainly involve Catholic principles, and that it was not the 
wonted language of the Church to bestow the name of PEACE on 
any settlement requiring the sacrifice of those principles. 

It appearing from Mr. Inglesi’s reply, that he could not pretend 
to any authority to interfere, I presented to him the manifest im- 
propriety of having suffered himself to be tampered with, and de- 
manded to know distinctly how he intended to act with respect to his 
appontment, by the Trustees, 

Mr. Inglesi’s reply to this question was, that he had promised 
the Trustees to celebrate Mass at St. Mary’s on the next Sunday. 

Unable to obtain any answer more satisfactory, I now apprised 
him, that if he should keep such a prmoise, he must consider himself 
as suspended ipso facto; the Church of St. Mary’s being interdicted ; 
and that such a proceeding must moreover call for other censures. 
The word excommunication was not mentioned, but as it was certainly 
meant by me, in talking of censures; I only mentioned Inglesi’s using it 
in his letter, to show his inaccuracy. I further observed to him that the 
Bishop and his clergy had already suffered much by their resistance 
to the pretensions of the schismatics, and that it was their duty to 
suffer death, rather than surrender a single Catholic principle. 

He now talked of proceeding to Baltimore to obtain the sanction 
of the Archbishop, for his joining the Trustees; again refused to 
pledge himself against officiating at St. Mary’s, and took his leave, 
promising to let me know his final determination in two hours. 
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Before the expiration of this time, Mr. Inglesi returned, an- 
nouncing his determination to abide by my decision; claiming great 
merit for this instance of obedience, and insinuation now for the first 
time, that his promise to the Trustees had been conditional. The whole 
of his conduct impressed me with the conviction of his insincerity ; 
but not considering it expedient to discover this conviction, I remarked, 
that he had now an opportunity of tendering to the Trustees the ad- 
vice which it became him as a Catholic clergyman to give, regarding 
their erroneous principles and unjustifiable conduct, His answer was 
that he could not think of offering them any such advice, as they 
would then complain of him, as an Italian rascal who having induced 
them to dismiss Mr. Hogan, by promising to officiate at St. Mary’s 
Church, now joined their opponents, the Bishop’s clergy. 

It was but too evident that this man was still likely to play a 
chief part in the machinations of the Trustees; and wishing to con- 
sult the Archbishop as to my best course in such a case, as well as 
to state the events which had just occurred, I proceeded to Baltimore, 
where I obtained such information as to the history and character of 
Mr. Inglesi, as left me nothing to hope from his principles. 

I had scarcely returned before an ADDRESS was published by the 
Trustees containing a letter to them from Mr. Inglesi, in which he 
more than insinuates that their cause was the cause of God, ‘“‘who 
reading in their hearts” as he expresed it, “would not delay granting 
their wishes”; and adding most pathetically that he wept over the fate 
of those who had defeated his designs, and their wishes for peace. 

The satellites of the Trustees were now spreading the most gross 
misrepresentations of my interview with Mr. Inglesi. It was said 
that I treated him with violence, affecting his nerves by threats of 
excommunication and that I had expressed to him my determination 
to obtain possession of the church, even though murder should ensue. 
Such was the baseness of the Trustees, that they inserted this charge 
in their pamphlet, shrinking at the same time from the mention of 
my name, or that of Mr. Inglesi; because they knew this would have: 
warranted my calling on him to contradict the slander. 

Convinced that this man was implicated in those proceedings, 
and recollecting his having unadvisedly acknowledged that he had 
visited the principal members of the congregation to ascertain their 
opinions on the existing controversy, and having moreover observed, 
that the almost ludicrous importance with which the publication of 
the Trustees had struggled to invert his character, was intended for 
the purposes of delusion; I warned some members of the congregation 
of the imposture, by communicating such particulars regarding his 
character in Europe, as I had on the best authority, The intimacy 
of this man with Mr. Deabbate who had, as I understood introduced 
him to his friends as a distinguished Catholic clergyman, suggested 
to me the propriety of cautioning that gentleman against him; but I 
soon observed that the consul had either entered into the views of 
this adventurer, or was blinded by infatuation; for he avowed having 
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advised Inglesi to officiate at St. Mary’s contrary to my prohibition, 
and rely on Rome to sanction this act; and he soon after entered so 
heartily into the schemes which the Trustees were adroitly conduct- 
ing, through this man, as to have written to Rome, forwarding Inglesi’s 
communications. 

I shall now lay before my readers the accounts I am enabled to 
state on the best authority, respecting Mr. Inglesi... I begin with Mr. 
Inglesi’s history whilst in Canada; although this part of my informa- 
tion has reached me at a period somewhat later than that which de- 
scribes his late proceedings in Europe. My authority is the Bishop 
of Quebec; whose letter states “that Angelo Inglesi presented him- 
self to this Prelate in the year 1814, being then a corporal in a British 
regiment of the line stationed in Canada. He represented himself as 
a native of Rome; stating that he had been ordained a subdeacon 
at Perugia;—that notwithstanding his being in holy orders, he be- 
came enrolled in a corps of gentlemen, which the city of Rome pre- 
sented to Napoleon; that having joined the French army, he pro- 
ceeded to Moscow; and after various fortunes, became a private sol- 
dier in the British regiment above mentioned. 

“The Bishop was induced to pay little regard to the truth of his 
story, on finding that Inglesi was unable to produce the usual docu- 
ments in testimony of his ordination; and as he could not be prevailed 
on to go to confession, though pressed to comply with this duty. 
After some lapse of time, he appeared the leader of a theatrical com- 
pany; performing a chief part in pantomine, and instructing his 
brother performers in their art; and without surrendering this avo- 
cation, he shortly became a vender of wines; and was married by a 
clergyman of the Presbyterian church, to a Catholic woman. He soon 
however, abandoned his wife, and began to pay his addresses to a 
Canadian young woman, by whom he was rejected; and finally he sud- 
denly absconded, without having paid the rent of the house he had 
occupied. 

Thus far the relation, transmitted by the Bishop of Quebec. I 
cannot but concur in one out of the many topics of praise which the 
Trustees have almost exhausted, in drawing the character of this 
new coadjutor of theirs, They give him credit for talents; and so do 
I; for it requires no contemptible gifts in this way, to enable a man, 
soon after such adventures as those just detailed, to mislead the 
judgment of the Bishop of New Orleans so successfully, that this 
prelate not only promoted him to the order of priesthood, but even 
confided in him so unboundedly as to entrust him with the commission 
to obtain contributions throughout Europe for the Catholic Church of 
Louisiana. 

‘Uhat Mr. Inglesi acquitted himself of this task with eclat and 
obtained donations at many of the European courts, where he re- 
presented himsel f as a nobleman; without counting the contributions 
of private individuals, is also true; and in this too he has evinced 
talents ; but is is no less also true, that soon after his arrival at Rome, 
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and though crowned with all the success, he was banished from the 
Ecclesiastical States, under an order from the Cardinal Secretary of 
State; as well as that the foreign ministers resident at that capital 
apprised their respective courts of the discovery of his impostures. 
And it is further true, that such was the notoriety of these facts, 
whilst the Archbishop was at Rome, that he found it expedient to 
abandon the intention to solicit donations for the Cathedral at Balti- 
more; a collection for an American church having become a bye word. 

I must tell Mr. Deabbate that I have reason to believe that his 
own sovereign is aware of the history of Angelo Inglesi; and that if 
he shall happen to feel surprise at the zeal manifested by his consul 
general, in abetting the plans of the schismatics of Philadelphia to 
destroy episcopacy his Majesty will feel no less so at kis warmth in 
the defence of the innocence of Mr. Inglesi... (3. Oct. 1823) * 

F. G. Holweck 


8 Inglesi, from Philadelphia, retired to the West Indies and died at Port 
au Prince, Santo Domingo, June 13, 1825, it is said, whilst ministering to the 
Dying during an epidemic of cholera. (G. Shea, III, 248.) 


vg 


FATHER BEAUPREZ’ LETTERS 


There are in the Archives of the Archdiocese of St. Louis twelve 
letters written by Father Pierre F. Beauprez, a young priest, ordained 
from the Seminary at Perryville, (Barrens) Mo., for the diocese of 
St. Louis. The handwriting is so small, intricate and indistinct and the 
ink is so faded, that after a decade or two it may prove impossible 
to decipher them. The contents of these letters being significant for 
the history of the beginnings of the Church at Pine Bluff, Ark., and 
of the reconstruction of the ancient mission at the Post of Arkansas, 
we took the pains of disentangling the intricacies of the manuscript 
with a strong magnifying glass and translating the letters from the 
French into English. The French of these letters is very slipshod and 
cannot be put into decent English except by making changes and ad- 
ditions which are not legitimate in a translation. Some passages we 
could not fully decipher, because either the paper is torn or the ink 
has faded to such an extent as to make the characters illegible. 

Pierre F. Beauprez was born at Wouver near Ypres in West 
Flanders, Belgium. It seems he was won for the mission of St, Louis- 
New Orleans, as a student by Father Leo DeNeckere, when the latter 
was forced by illness to leave St. Louis and retire to Flanders to re- 
cuperate. At that time Msgr. Rosati was Bishop of St. Louis and Ad- 
ministrator of New Orleans. Beauprez finished his studies at Perry- 
ville. Besides Flemish and French he spoke some German, when he 
was ordained, but very little English. Some time after DeNeckere had 
been consecrated first Bishop of New Orleans (June 24, 1830) under 
the regime of the United States, Beauprez, from the Seminary sent 
the following letter to Bishop Rosati: 


St. Mary’s Seminary, Aug. 8th 1831. 
_Monseigneur : 

I am in a hurry and since directly Mr. . . . the Mason, will start out, I 
would profit of the occasion and ask You to please write to me as You have 
promised, if my Exeat reads for the diocese of New Orleans or for this diocese. 

I recommend myself to Your prayers and am with due respect, 

Your very humble servant, 
Fr. Beauprez. 


His heart was with DeNeckere and it was somewhat reluctantly 
that he was ordained for the diocese of St. Louis on Nov. 20th 1831, 
together with PP. Lefevre, later on Bishop and Administrator of the 
diocese of Detroit. The story of the Arkansas mission under Bishop 
Rosati we have narrated in vol. I, n, 4-5 of this Review. In this 
article we give an abridgement of the facts only as far as is required 
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to understand the contents the letters of Beauprez. Father Edmond 
Saulnier (a Gascon), acting pastor of the St. Louis Cathedral resigned 
in November 1931 and on Nov. 28th was appointed rector of the 
ancient mission of the Post of Arkansas and its dependencies. Saulnier 
took along a young Irishman named Patrick, to whom he was very 
much attached and who, then, intended to study for the priesthood.1 
At Ste. Genevieve he met Father Beauprez whom he had never seen 
before. On the 5th of December they reached Montgomery’s above 
the mouth of the Arkansas, on December 14th they arrived at the 
Post. There the reception was more than cold. There was no house, 
no chapel; they rented an old hut, but the first Sunday not a soul 
came to Mass, the ground being covered with sleet. Besides, the im- 
pulsive Gascon and the phlegmatic Fleming could not agree. To the 
disappointments of the missionary field they added the folly of per- 
sonal quarrels, enough to drive a saint to despair. There was no rea- 
son, why both priests should stay at the Post, At first Saulnier in- 
tended to leave Beauprez at the Post, but finally he changed his mind: 
he stayed there himself and sent Beauprez up the Arkansas River 
to form a mission at Pine Bluff and vicinity, where a small number 
of Catholic Creoles had settled. He arrived at Barraqué’s Landing 
below Pine Bluff, on Feb. 3rd. From Pine Bluff the following letter 
is dated. His first letter is lost. 


March 15th 1832, Pine Bluff, Jefferson County. 
Monseigneur. 
Greetings in Our Lord. 

Since You are our common Father, I thought it would stand to reason to 
let you know what is passing between us. This will, however, not be very 
agreeable to You, Monseigneur, and I am very, sorry for it. I wrote to You 
about the disputes and quarrels between us; here are now the details: Mr. 
Saulnier insisted that I should start a Mission further up the river, 50 miles 
from the Post. I accepted this offer with great pleasure, on condition that he 
should pay my way. On the 2 Feb. I went up on the Steamboat called Laurel; 
I stopped with Mr. Barranqué, 13 miles below Pine Bluff? In this locality 
there are about 18 Catholic families. I baptized many children who had been 
presented to Mr. Martin for baptism, but he demanded money for baptizing 
them. For myself I did not ask anything, knowing that it is prohibited.. But 
they gave me three Dollars. From there I started for Pine Bluff on Feb. 24th. 
There I stayed with a Catholic widow and with three other persons, for about 
three weeks. During this time I visited the settlers, to learn how they are dis- 
posed. Some are cold and indifferent; others would be willing to support a 
priest and build a chapel, if it were in their power. From there I returned 
to the Post. 

To return to our subject: Mr. Saulnier is a good man, but he is singular 
in his actions. If I tell him something funny, he is aggravated, and if I speak 
on a serious subject, it is a phantom to him. He rarely speaks to me and if 


AMD Se ch a MeLaughlin did not become a priest; as a layman he paid a wel- 
come visit to Father Saulnier, 24, June 1848, (Memoranda of Ed. Saulnier.) 


2 Antoine Barranqué was the leading man at New Gascony (or Barranqué’s 
Landing.) He was an educated man who knew Latin enough to write a letter 
in Latin. He entirely neglected his religion, but during the regime of Father 
Dupuy, together with Frederic Notrebene the “Atheist” of the Post, returned to 
the practice of the Catholic religion. One or two of his letters are in the archives 
of our archdiocese. 
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I try to engage him in a conversation on the duties of our state of life, I can 
hardly get a word out of him, and what he says is dry and hard. If I speak 
to him, he hardly ever listens and does not answer. He can, however, reason 
and chat well enough with Patrick, but not with me. If I cause him the least 
trouble and if, in a discussion to clear up a difficulty, I contradict him in the 
least, there comes Mr. Saulnier complaining, that I refuse to obey and that I 
want to be the boss. We dispute and quarrel principally about the ceremonies, 
even when I tell him that Mr. Tornatore has taught them my way. Mr. Saulnier 
encouraged me greatly in a letter which he wrote to me before my ordination, 
saying that I would soon be his confrere. But I now see that the word “con- 
frere” is only an illusion. He also greatly discouraged me by accusing me in 
his first letter from the Post, because he has to take charge of the kitchen, 
although I have offered him to do so, but he did not want me to cook because 
I could not do it to his taste. Consequently we agreed that he should take 
care of the kitchen whilst I would teach catechism, and this caused further 
quarrel. He said that he was my slave because he had to work and that if 
Patrick had not been there he would have had to do all the menial tasks. 
Remember Monseigneur, that also the Apostles had disputes among them- 
selves. There were also other quarrels between us in regard to the money 
which was given to me, when I baptized. Still Mr. Saulnier has received more 
money than I from baptisms and masses. As for me I have received no 
Masses at all; besides, as you know, I had not a single cent, and I was shab- 
bily dressed, because they would not give anything at the seminary, although 
1 was in need of several things and because Mr. Saulnier kept all the money 
which he received from baptisms and masses. So all the money which I had 
received from Mr. Saulnier.......... (paper torn) about twenty dollars, and 
eight dollars to go up to Pine Bluff, nearly all of which I gave to the captain 
of the steamboat. You know that a person can not do very much here with 
twenty dollars. Finally Mr. Saulnier told me that he would perform all the 
baptisms himself, furthermore I told him he could have all the money on the 
condition that he would clothe me and feed me, but he would not do that. 
You may see Monseigneur, how far I am to blame. 


Our greatest disputes were carried on because of the expense which Mr. 
Saulnier had on my account during the six weeks which I spent with him. 
Nearly every day he reproached me because of them. He said he was not 
so stupid as to throw away his money for somebody else. I could not stand 
this any longer, besides I am sure that he did not expend four dollars from 
his purse, for we received more from the inhabitants of the Post than we 
could consume; furthermore all he spent was from the money which belonged 
to us in common, which he had received from the faithful; in spite of this 
Mr. Saulnier insisted that I should go. So all this has determined me to 
leave and wait for further orders. I wish to make some remarks Monseigneur 
on what I have written to you. 

Is it not very strange that Mr. Saulnier is willing to spend his money 
on this young man who after all is a burden both to him and to the inhab- 
itants of the Post? They threw this up to him in my presence. If I want 
to advise him about something he says that I want to be boss, whilst he asks 
advice of Patrick not only in temporal but even in spiritual affairs. 


Permit a digression. When I saw Mr. Saulnier with this young man I 
was very much dissatisfied, because I foresaw that if things went wrong, he 
would be a burden to us: first, because of the people; second, because of the 
lack of accommodations; third, because of the shortage of supplies due to 
the rudeness of the people’s living here; fourthly, because there was no one 
here who could give lodging to three persons; fifthly, because when we had 
a room we had only one bed. It was I who had to lie on the bare floor, and 
in reality was nearly frozen; sixth, we also had not sufficient blankets. Pat- 
rick was absolutely useless to us, besides we had to incur expenses for him. 
Mr. Saulnier took him along only to amuse himself with him, he had such 
an affection for him, he almost made him his idol. When he talked, it was 
with Patrick, when he played it was with this young man, when he took a 
walk it was with him (et ego factus sum mutus et sicut passer solitarius in 
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tecto) and he did this every day when time permitted him. If he had some 
affairs to speak of, no matter what they were, it was with Patrick who first 
gave his opinion and then his advise. In one word this young man was 
his councellor and his guide, and he said and did all that he should not have 
said and done. He is the boss and at the head of all the affairs of Mr. 
Saulnier (I believe, Monseigneur, that there would not have been one priest 
who could bear all this in the situation in which we are. Consider that Mr. 
Saulnier is not in St. Louis); I also believe that this was the source of many 
of the aforesaid disputes. This young man has every right and he pushes 
it so far as to insult me to my face; he ridiculed me to such a degree that 
I grew angry and told Mr. Saulnier that either I or he would have to go. 
From all this it is easy to see how he has been reared by Mr. Saulnier, namely 
to do anything that he wished and nothing that he disliked. All I have said, 
I believe, you have experienced yourself in St. Louis. So you see Mon- 
seigneur, that things cannot continue this way. If Mr. Saulnier who treats 
his dog better than me, does not want to change his conduct towards me, 
I beg you to separate us. As I told you in the beginning of my letter, regarding 
the congregation of Jefferson County, fifty or sixty miles above the Post, 
there are about thirty-eight to forty families who live so far apart that 
sixteen of them are now located twelve miles below Pine Bluff, and twenty- 
two at Pine Bluff. Thus if all would co-operate in building a church and 
supporting a priest, they could easily do so. But their minds are so divided 
that they cannot agree. Those from below want to have the church with 
them, those from above want it at Pine Bluff, whilst the contending parties 
have not means sufficient to build a chapel at each place. You see, Monseig- 
neur, the difficulties which surround me now. What still sustains me are the 
promises of both parties. 

Two months and a half ago Mr. Saulnier has sent a subscription list with 
Mr. Vangine, but the latter did not succeed in inducing the others to sign it. 
They refused to subscribe before they knew where the church was to be built. 
When I was at Pine Bluff I circulated a list myself; about two hundred 
dollars were signed to build a church; this sum, however, is not sufficient. 
We need, at least, four hundred dollars for the chapel and one hundred and 
eighty dollars a year for the priest. This sum would suffice, so, if those from 
below would do their part, we could proceed. 

There is another great difficulty, confession. We are fifty miles apart. It 
takes two days to reach the next priest except during summer; but during 
winter and spring the road is simply frightful, and crosses bayou after bayou, 
and for three days the horse is kept swimming. It also costs too much money 
to go (steamboat usually $7.00 to $8.00). So, my Father, I don’t know, if you 
can remedy this. 

I beg Monseigneur to send me Masses, because I have none here. Regarding 
the five Masses which I must say according to your intention each month, 
for a year, I ask you to anticipate them, when I have none to say. I have 
anticipated two Masses in the month of January. 

If I should die I ask you to write to Monsignore Ansecard, parish priest 
at Woumer, near Ypres, in West Flanders, Belgium, and to Mr. Amery also 
at Woumer. If I die I leave all I have to you, to dispose of it for the repose 
of my soul. 

I would like to know, Monsigneur, if, when you sent us here, it was your 
intention that we stay together or not. At first Mr. Saulnier wanted me to 
stay at the Post, but when he saw that the subscription was a success, and 
when he found out that the Catholics up here lived at great distances from 
each other, he sent me up the river to found a mission. 

Your very obedient servant, 
Pierre H. Bauprez, Unworthy Priest. 


P. S.—A week ago I heard the news that Mr. Saulnier left New Orleans 
with the young man. Now I am going down the river (Arkansas) to wait 
for his return. 

1832, March 15th, Mr. Beauprez, Pine Bluffs, Arkansas. 

Received on the 18th, (Note of Rosati). 


hat 
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When Father Saulnier saw that at the Post he could not collect 
funds sufficient to erect a chapel and a house, he went to New Orleans 
in February and, in less than two months collected about $400.00 When 
he came back to Arkansas he found a check for a hundred Dollars 
from the Bishop. When Beauprez heard that Saulnier had returned, 
he at once took a boat and went down the Arkansas River to the Post; 
from there his next letter is dated: 

April 5th, 1832. 
Monseigneur : 

Greetings in our Lord. As soon as I heard that Mr. Saulnier had re- 
turned from New Orleans, I hastened to go down to the Post, as early as 
I could, to see my confrere (who received me with more kindness and courtesy 
than he usually showed to me) as well to be reconciled, as to speak of the 
functions of our state of life and of the means we must use to make religion 
flourish in a country which is half savage and where it had been nearly 
entirely extinct. When I was with him I rendered an account of all the good 
which I had done at Pine Bluff and its surroundings where all the Catholics 
have settled, namely that I had administered the sacrament of baptism to 
fourty-two infants and the sacrament of penance. 

During the two months I spent up there I was very busy teaching the 
catechism to men and children, to prepare them to make their First Com- 
munion for which some of them are nearly capable, but since we have no 
chapel and no convenient place I shall be obliged to defer it (which perhaps 
is for the best) if you do not come to my assistance, of which I have no 
doubt since the heart of a father is too good and compassionate to be insen- 
sible to the cries of his children who ask for bread and there is nobody to 
distribute it to them. Here there are not only sinners to be converted but 
neophytes must be made among the Protestants as well as among the savages. 
I hope that you are indefatigable still to provide abundantly for my spiritual 
needs. When I was at the point to descend to the Post several children of 
savages were presented to me for baptism but I sent them away, because 
they had no God-parents, until I should return. Besides there are several 
savages of those who want to have their children baptized, who promised to 
act as interpreters in having their children instructed in our Holy Religion. 
The savages call themselves “Quapaws”’* who after having sold their holdings 
to the government were sent to the Red river, where they died of hunger.® 
They were obligd to return to their native country, which is in the midst of 
my mission. You see, Monseigneur, that a great deal of good can be done here 
and that nearly this entire wide field is left to my faint zeal. 

But to convince you of the poverty in which I find myself, and which keeps 
me from doing all the good which I ought to do, you need only remember the 
answer which the missionaries of South America made to the Cherokees and 
I made the same answer though it was useless. I am here destitute of every- 
thing; I have no chapel, no house, no money. The settlers have only a poor 
cabin with one room and two beds for the whole family. Nevertheless I have 
been well received by them, but it pained me much, to see them so incon- 
venienced on my account. I say the Mass on Sundays and fulfill my duties 
of obligation, but I shall be obliged to build two chapels because the Catholics 


3 The Quapaw Indians from time immemorial lived near the mouth of the 
Arkansas and were friendly to the French. 1727-1729 the martyr DuPoisson, 
S.J. worked amongst them; later on they were visited by Fathers Meurin, Saint 
Pierre, Gibault and Maxwell. 1818-1824 most of .them emigrated to the Red 
River, but reduced to starvation by floods they wandered back to their old 
homes. In 1834 they were removed to Oklahoma. Sarrasin, their last chief be- 
fore the removal, was a Catholic and a friend of the Lazarist missionaries Odin 


cee ete setae died in 1830 and is buried adjoining St. Joseph’s Church, 
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are too scattered, as I have written to you in my last letter. You see my 
situation is very critical and I shall be obliged to abandon it if you do not 
send me help. 

I have no doubt that you have been informed by Mr. Saulnier that I left 
him because he does not want to pay for my board any longer, and that he 
insists continually to make me go up the river although he has a chapel and 
a house and a garden besides. I replied to him that since at my poor station 
I have no house I would esteem myself happy if I had all this and even if I 
had less. Mr. Saulnier has taken up a collection at New Orleans where he 
has amassed $400.00, besides the $50.00 which you have sent him. But he 
will not give me, anything for my chapel and wants me to contract debts 
which I shall never do. 

I have read your letter with little satisfaction when I saw that you had 
nearly forgotten me, and that you intend to assist only Mr. Saulnier, whilst 
J am much more in distress. Then the location of the place is more proper 
to do good; besides, there are more Catholic families, but widely scattered. 
I find myself forced to take lodgings with Jacques and Pierre Landesque; Mr. 
Saulnier has a beautiful house at the Post. I learned also from your letter 
that you have received from the Pope three thousand dollars and that you 
will send still more money to Mr. Saulnier; I hope you will not forget to send 
me two hundred dollars for the chapel and the house, all under the same roof. 

Your very humble servant, 


PIERRE F. BEAUPREZ. 


P. S.—I must spend a great deal of money traveling by steamboat, eight 
to ten dollars each time. Please help me to buy a horse. 


Father Beauprez would have preferred to stay at the Post, but 
Saulnier insisted that he should return to Pine Bluff. So, after Easter, 
he went up the river to his poverty stricken flock on both sides of 
the Arkansas. Two months later, however, a quarrel in the house 
where Saulnier was boarding, completely unstrung his nerves. Saulnier 
made up his mind that he would go to St. Louis and lay his difficulties 
before the Bishop. So he sent for Beauprez, to take his place at the 
Post. Wherefore Beauprez’ next letter is dated from the Post of Ar- 
kansas: 


The Post, July 12, 1832. 
Monseigneur, Greetings in Christ: 

For more than two months I have impatiently waited for a letter from 
you with money. For, six months ago, I have taken up a subscription to 
build a chapel and maintain a priest, but the discord of the two parties who 
are separated has destroyed all prospects; therefore, from the subscriptions, 
I have received only five dollars; consequently I am still in debt. But the 
fifty dollars which you send me or of which you at least make mention in 
the letter of Mr. Saulnier consoles me a little. Mr. Saulnier gave me fifty 
dollars. I learned from Mr. Saulnier’s letter that you enclosed another letter 
for me in his one. But nothing was found in it; so I conclude that you have 
forgotten it. 

In as far as the Catholics of Pine Bluff are concerned, they are much 
poorer than those at the Post; but the misfortune is that. they are too far 
separated from each other. Of other things, I suppose, Mr. Saulnier has kept 
you informed in the course of these four months, since ] made my stay here. 
I instructed all who wished to make use of it and I gave first Holy Com- 
munion to seventeen persons, young and old; several of them were married. 
I had four weddings. To three I made their devotion* and administered to 


4 “Faire le devotion” in French means receiving the Sacraments of Penance 
and of the Holy Eucharist. 
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many others the sacrament of Penance. There are still thirty young people 
who shall make their first Communion when I go up the river two weeks from 
now, if I find an occasion; I must pay the person who has boarded me then. 
The departure of my confrere, Mr. Saulnier, afflicts and discourages me 
much. I do not expect to see him again. Here I am, in this wretched country, 
abandoned, alone. With tears in my eyes I have wished a hundred times that 
I never heard mention of America, never had seen it. In Europe, in my own 
country, I could have saved my soul; but here, there is much to fear. But, 


Father, for the love of my salvation, have pity on me. Take me from this 
suburb of hell. 
Your obedient and faithful servant, 


P. F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 
P. S.—Mr. Saulnier expects the boat every minute. 


Saulnier left on July 14th, never to return. It was better to re- 
main in the frying pan, than to jump into the fire. But Beauprez, now 
quite forsaken, since also Patrick had left with Saulnier, fell sick 
in the feverladen atmosphere of the swampy lowlands between the 
Arkansas, White River and Mississippi. He speaks of his sickness 
in his next letter: 

Post, July 23rd, 1832. 


Monseigneur, Greetings in Our Lord: 

It is now nine days, since Mr. Saulnier left for St. Louis, a departure 
which I greatly regret, especially as I fell sick, in a new country, where diseases 
are so frequent, particularly for strangers. Here is what happened. Yesterday, 
on the VII Sunday after Pentecost, during Mass, I fell sick and had to leave 
the altar at the Memento of the Canon. It was a weakness of the stomach, 
caused by the excessive and stifling heat. This illness attacked me the pre- 
ceding night and left me in such a state of weakness that I could hardly stand 
on my feet. It was my injudicious zeal which caused this attack during Mass, 
for I catechized and preached too long. It is this that made me fall. Today 
I feel a little better, but very feeble. 

Since Mr. Saulnier left, I have made a contract with Mr. Larguie, who 
asks half a dollar a day; so you see, this will amount to a good sum at the 
end and the settlers give so little. My actual disposition will not permit me 
to extend my activity. 


Pray for me. Your very devout servant, 
P. F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 


On August 7, 1832 Bishop Rosati wrote to Beauprez: “I have 
seen with sorrow, that Mr. Saulnier left Arkansas. Do not lose cour- 
age, I shall do all in my power to maintain this mission. Mr. Paillasson 
shall visit you. You shall chose together the place where a residence 
of priests can be established. You shall buy in my name a plot and 
build a large loghouse, one half of which will serve as church, the 
other half as dwelling. I shall send you another priest and I will pay 
you $150 a year for a living, until the country can raise enough “to 
keep you.” On August 2, he had written to Lefevre at New Madrid: I 
have asked Mr. Paillasson to go to Arkansas. to see what can be 
done... Mr. Saulnier has left never to return. I ask you to stay at New 
Madrid until Paillasson comes back, then you may join Mr. Beauprez. 
I shall give $150 a year for the maintenance of two prisets who live 
there.” Here is the answer of Beauprez: 
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Post of Arkansas, Aug. 31, 1832. 
Monseigneur, Greetings in Our Lord: 

In the space of two weeks I have received two letters from you; the first 
one, dated June 17th, had arrived at Pine Bluff at the time when Mr. Saulnier 
made me come down to the Post, and it was forwarded to me one month after 
its arrival. The last one bears the date of August 7th. You must have 
received from me a letter dated about July 2nd which contained a recital of 
my illness, a sickness of my chest and stomach; I continually had vomiting 
spells. The same indisposition attacked me again this week; I had the mis- 
fortune of vomiting immediately after Mass; this has caused me much trouble 
especially in the unfortunate situation in which I am. I would not doubt to 
consult a physician but there is mortal danger in having them treat a person 
down here. I am very much tempted to descend to the city (New Orl.), espec- 
ially when these vomiting spells return. 

I have read in your last letter that you wish by all means to maintain 
the missions of Arkansas; I share your view, for “improbus labor omnia timet” 5 
and let us add “Juvante Deo” ®. Outside of that, without having recourse to 
a miracle, three things are needed: First, we must have hard cash (de quoi), 
then, we must wait for a proper and convenient time; finally we need holy 
missionaries (id est), such as are very virtuous and faithful. 

I have said that we need cash; it is true that you shall send us annually 
150 dollars for our support; this is something; but remember that we shall 
be two and that we can have here nothing for nothing; we cannot even have 
our linen washed for money (the country is ungrateful). I have to pay half 
a dollar per day (Mr. Saulnier had it for a quarter, but his departure was 
too nonsensical); this would sum up to about 350 dollars a year for two 
persons; besides we have to incur a thousand other expenses: for clothes, for 
wood in winter, etc. But above all we must have a house to protect us against 
the rigor of winter; we need beds and blankets. Mr. Saulnier sold all he 
could sell, id est, all that was of any value. You must know that the winters 
here are not less rigorous than in St. Louis (which has surprised me very 
much); as I wrote to you in my last letter I was half frozen last winter (all 
this must have made you reflect a good deal). It was not at all the time to 
send us in winter, particularly since we were deprived of everything: without 
a chapel, without a house. Your prudence should have foreseen all these 
difficulties. I know that Mr. Saulnier importuned you to the quick thinking 
that he could not stay one day longer at St. Louis;7 here I am now by the 
imprudence of another one, charged with failure, in a critical situation. 

We must have a chapel, but nobody can build it, as you say. No one 
wants to undertake it; furthermore, there are not enough men in the country 
to raise the posts. There is no house at the Post which is habitable during 
winter and still less at Pine Bluff. Mr. Saulnier........ (paper torn) That is 
just what Mr. Saulnier wanted to avoid. In the meanwhile he abandoned all, 
at a time when it would have been proper to build a chapel, and further my 
enterprise; but who would not try to avoid it, i. e. throw off the burden? 
Perhaps you count upon the inhabitants of the Post, but since the departure 
of Mr. Saulnier (which many have regretted very much) the Catholics are 
so disgusted that they closed their purses (although they give very little). 
They say if this Father went away, if another one comes, he will do the same 
thing. This is how they reason, and they continually pour it into my ears. 
This is why I have several times taken the resolution to leave. The inhabi- 
tants are unmanageable on account of what happened of late since his departure. 
I didn’t receive anything’as yet, although he was pretty regularly paid, because 


5 The worker who fears effects nothing. 
6 With the help of God. 


7 Saulnier had been very much dissatisfied with his position at the Cathe- 
dral and although he lived in the same house and ate at the same table with the 
Bishop he had handed his resignation by a long letter full of bitter complaints. 
(Archives. ) 
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he knew how to urge them but I do not possess this art. He rented a house, 
which serves as chapel, for three dollars a month, and the collection which 
Mr. Saulnier had taken up on Sundays at Mass was not sufficient to pay for 
everything, but since then everything has been ruined. On the 21st of Sep- 
tember $9.00 are due for the chapel. 

As it appears from your letter you count upon the settlers of Jefferson 
County, but these are poorer than those of the Post and in the space of six 
months, my entire receipts amounted to $15.00 (baptisms, subscriptions and 
masses included), which is hardly sufficient to pay for my two journeys. I 
see now that Mr. Saulnier has played his part but too well so as not to be 
obliged to return. You should have remembered the description which I gave 
you of Jefferson County, and that it was not without reason I demanded $200.00 
for my chapel and my subsistence; for you know that it is at the beginning 
that you need most money when everything is lacking, particularly in my 
case, since I had not a cent when I left the seminary. I believe that it was 
your duty to foresee this, when we separated. You must recollect that every- 
body here wants money, that the settlers are not charitable enough to give 
me a horse, to provide me with wood and to let me have a bed and board, 
except for a short time. I thought that you considered me as a useless member, 
and that you have no use for me, since I received no answer. It seems that 
you have been frightened by my letter, since, as 1 see from the letter you 
wrote to Mr. Saulnier, you sent him more than $600.00, more than sufficient 
to build a chapel and a priest’s house. If a man wants to undertake too much 
he never succeeds and often does not undertake anything. If I had had the 
money I would already have built a chapel and perhaps a house. More than 
two months ago I had made a contract to build a little chapel but Mr. Saulnier 
absolutely wanted to leave and he made me annul the contract, I had to obey. 
He was my superior, and now you want me to commence again. What shall 
the settlers say who are so insolent (as you no doubt have heard from Mr. 
Saulnier) especially in my case, since I have several enemies who wish me 
ill, particularly two Americans who are married to Catholics because I heard 
their wife’s confession without their permission, and another fallen-away 
Catholic who lost the object of his passion, because I wanted to marry them, 
a thing which he did not want to do. It would not take much here to lose 
your life. 

Another requirement: we need proper and convenient time. It’s not in fall 
that one commences to build, especially in this country where the working 
men are so scarce, particularly now, when the cotton harvest commences and 
everybody is busy. This is the harvest of the land which commences in autumn 
and lasts into the winter. This is not as in Missouri. There you see that 
the best time of the year is over. It is about two months since I made a 
contract, as I just said, with a man, to build a chapel, 30 feet by 25 feet. He 
demanded two months and still the chapel is not half finished. Behold the 
summer is past but nothing has been done. Who is the cause of it? Not I, 
because I have always pushed the work ahead. Let the one who is the cause 
of it repair the damage. Is it up to me to repair what another one has spoiled? 
Who thinks of anything like that can hardly expect obedience. 

You speak to me of a large log-house; but a person must know what to 
do with it, for, no matter how large you want it, 30 ft. by 25 ft. is the largest 
one we build, and you have to build it like a house. This takes at least four 
months. You must know that there are not enough people in the country to 
raise a log-house as you have it in mind. You also tell me to buy a plot of 
ground in your name, but you do not ask me if I find any which is for sale 
in a convenient place. There are two which I can buy, but they are in the 
woods, separated from society where I would be obliged to be a hermit. I 
have tried for three months to buy one in your name, but I did not have the 
means to do so. Mr. Saulnier had them and still he did not succeed and he 
should have told you so. So you see that you ask an impossible thing of me. 
One of the settlers was willing to give an arpent gratis under five conditions: ® 


8 The wording of this contract is given in English in Beauprez’ letter. 
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First, that the land, chapel, and house can never be alienated nor sold by 
the Bishop, curate, nor by the congregation; Second, that the true Catholic 
worship paid to the Deity shall alone and exclusively be allowed and per- 
formed by a Catholic priest lawfully sent by the Bishop of this diocese; Third, 
that no minister of any other denomination shall have any access to the 
chapel to preach or perform his erroneous mode of worship; Fourth, that in 
the absence of the curate no secular business shall be allowed in this chapel, 
and in the house, only with the permission of the curate or the Bishop; Fifth, 
that the Catholic trustees elected for the care of the chapel, shall put the 
above mentioned articles in execution in conjunction with the curate. 

You have asked Mr. Paillasson to come and see me, and that we, together, 
should select a place to build a log-house. This does not mean much, if he 
does not come to stay. All the places are poor and bad. A man now needs 
a horse to travel, and this is not the time to travel; the roads are detestable 
and the river is not navigable for six months in the year. Mr. Saulnier should 
have told you that. I would myself like to go to Pine Bluff to give a chance 
to receive the sacraments to those who have made their first communion and 
to give it to those whom I prepared, but because I have no horse, I have to 
remain at the Post. 

I share your view that we must have a residence for the missionaries 
and I shall do all I can to get it by next spring. But what we need more is 
a regular establishment. You are going to send me another priest, but what 
sort of a priest? I must have a priest who can give instructions in English 
and who can take this weight upon his shoulders. For me this is impossible; 
it seems to me that Mr. (illegible) would be the right man for this, if I shall 
succeed. But the difficulties and sickness trouble, alarm and scare me. You 
want me to undertake the work at the risk of my health. This is imprudent 
from your part. The Lord would have to strengthen me more than ever and 
succor my weakness and frailty in the midst of this Babylon where the demon 
is reigning. 

In the third place, in this country, we must have holy missionaries, who 
are virtuous and faithful. I consider myself absolutely incapable and out of 
place at this mission, if I do not want to lose my soul. Here it takes gray 
heads who spread an odour of sanctity, who, with the help of God, can resist 
and fight vice. Fitting for me would be a place where virtue commences to 
reign. Of late a young lady who had made her first communion with Father 
Saulnier, was married to am American by a Justice of the Peace. It seems 
we are doing more evil than good and that we are being continually deceived. 
In spite of her false step she came to confession in order to receive holy com- 
munion. But all she got was a strong lesson in which I showed her what 
great error she had committed. I tried to induce them to come and get married, 
but I did not succeed. I believe that this land will see many missionaries 
come, but few who will have the courage to remain. I have many other things 
to say—probably Mr. Saulnier told you all the rest. 

Pray for me, that God fills me with his spirit. 

Your very obedient servant, 
PIERRE F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 


P. S.—At the Mass I add the collect ordered by Monseigneur. (Rest illeg- 
ible because the paper is torn.) 


It was a difficult task to decipher this long letter. Its characters 
are smaller than those of any of the other epistles of Beauprez; and 
the fever which tormented him must have made his hand most un- 
steady. Its contents appear somewhat disrespectful: the young priest 
whose hands had scarcely absorbed the chrism of Ordination, lectures 
his venerable Bishop like a schoolboy, accusing him of imprudence etc. 
But the Bishop who was a loving father to each of his hard working 
priests, understood; he excused the forsaken and sick man. The slow 
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Fleming ® was not a hero and the Post to him was “the suburb of 
Hell” and “the Babylon where the demons reign’. Perhaps not even 
the stubborn courage of a Thomas a Becket, nor the tender zeal of a 
St. Francis de Sales could have changed the hearts of the neglected 
and easy going Creoles of the Post of Arkansas. In the sense of his 
inability to effect anything he persistently styles himself: Pierre F. 
Beauprez, unworthy priest. 

The Bishop is willing to help; he wants to send Father Lefevre 
but Father Beauprez is in despair, The tenor of his next letter shows 
that his career in Arkansas is drawing to an end: 


The First of October, 1832. 
Monseigneur : 

Yesterday I received your letter dated from Sept. 12th. I learn that Mr. 
Paillasson, whom I have been waiting for with so much impatience, will not 
come to see me on account of his work at New Madrid. You must have 
received from me a letter, dated from the last of August, in which you must 
have seen all the difficuties against building a log house in this season, and 
against locating here permanently on account of the hardness and ingratitude 
of the settlers; also because so little good can be done here. This is the 
reason why I am not disposed to stay here always; for in the entire settlement 
I have found only six families, big and small, who will approach the sacra- 
ments and they are of the poorest in the land. But we would not need to give 
up the country entirely and build no chapel at all; there must be always a 
station here for the missionaries who come to give a mission. 


In the third place you ask me in your letter to buy a plot at Pine Bluff. 
This would be very fitting, if there were no other difficulties. For on the 
15th of this month lots will be sold at the location where the county seat is 
going to be built and I always hoped that I could be present at the sale. But 
I am actually sick (I hope to be better in a few days); I also continually 
suffer from boils which hinder me from mounting a horse. You sent me no 
money to buy land in your name and to build a log house. This is the reason 
why I have not done anything in the matter. 


Finally you say: if you do not want to stay, come in March, not before 
I send another priest. But, where shall he dwell, where shall he eat? He 
shall have to stay at the inn, because I am deprived of everything. I myself 
have been compelled to stop three miles further down from the Post; there I 
go to say the Mass on Sundays, because here I say it for the bare walls. (This 
is a sad spectacle). I do not want to act like Mr. Saulnier who put both of 
us to the Post. I ask you not to send him this moment, when the log house 
cannot be built, for the frosts of winter make themselves felt now already. 
For this reason I have formed another plan, namely to go down, for a little 
while, to New Orleans, for an infinite number of reasons, especially because it 
is impossible to remain here over winter; then I would ascend the river in 
spring, if you send enough money. I hope that you will approve of this plan; 
you will have no money to throw away uselessly for the priest you want to 
send. I can do no good here. The chapel will be deserted every Sunday. 
What shall I stay here for? To kill time and bore everybody and myself? 
This is my answer to your letter. 

I remain respectfully, 

Your humble and obedient servant, 


PIERRE F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 
1832, Oct. 1. Mr. Beauprez, Arkansas. 


Recvd. the 16th, answered the 17th. (Remark of Rosati.) 


ae Father Saulnier writes of him in one of his letters: “he is not very active; 
if the house would fall on his back, he would hardly move.” 
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Bishop Rosati understood, that, as he could not prevail upon 
Saulnier to return fo the inhospitable banks of the Arkansas, he also 
could no longer keep Beauprez there without causing a catastrophe. 
So he permitted him to descend the Mississippi to Donaldsonville, 
hoping that he would come to Missouri directly from there or at 
the reopening of navigation in February. Beauprez would report for 
duty at the Seminary. He wrote to him to this effect: “You shall 
descend to Donaldsonville and from there return to the Seminary. I 
appoint you for Apple Creek.” 


October 21, 1832. 

Monseigneur : 

Today I have received your last letter, by which you tell me to descend 
the river to Mr. Tichitoli by the first opportunity. I cannot take with me all 
my baggage, because the river (Arkansas) is too low. I shall leave the bell, 
all my books and the chapel (chasuble, etc.) at the Post, until I shall ascend 
to St. Louis again. I have several effects to sell which Mr. Saulnier has left 
to me to make my voyage, as...(illegible)...I would prefer to keep them if you 
induce Mr. Tichitoli to pay my passage; if not, I shall sell them. 

Should I bring the bell to the Seminary or leave it at the Post? I beg 
you to let me know. Please say two masses to my intention. 

I am your humble servant, 


P. F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 


P. S.—I shall leave next Wednesday, Oct. 24th. 
1832, Oct. Mr. Beauprez, P. Arkansas. 


Received the 6th Nov. Needs no answer. (Remarks of Bp. Rosati.) 


Donaldsonville, 2 Nov., 1832. 
Monseigneur : | 

Here I am, sound and safe arrived at the place which you have assigned 
to me. I left the Post of Arkansas the 25th of last month and arrived here 
on the 29th after a thousand dangers. Hardly had I arrived at Montgomery’s 
Landing when a steamboat came down, called “Tally,” which came ,from 
Louisville. I embarked on it. But unfortunately the cholera had embarked 
on it also. It was under the workingmen and the passengers “a l’imperiale,” 
because there were only a few stateroom passengers. When I was on board for 
some time, I learned from an Irishman that they had buried one of his coun- 
trymen. Just at that moment, there was no case on board, but on the second 
day one of the women fell towards noon and died in the evening after having 
suffered cruel pains from cramps. The same evening there were three other 
cases, the end of which I did not learn, since I left the boat at midnight. 
Everybody was alarmed to such a degree that they lost their appetites. For 
me one minute was too long to stay there. Later on I heard that the cholera 
is making fearful ravages at New Orleans. 

I wrote in my last letter from the Post, that I left there the bell and all 
that regards the service of the altar (vestments). I could not well take it 
along, as I descended in a canoe. But when I go up towards the middle of Feb- 
ruary (before that time the river is not navigable; for the same reason I am 
bound to stay over winter here) I shall give a mission in Arkansas and make a 
last effort—or rather, I shall pay a visit to those seven families at Pine Bluff who 
profit of the graces which God accords to them. I hope that Mr. Tichitoli shall 
not fail to assist me in my temporal needs, and that you shall write him to 
do so. Monseigneur De Neckere is not satisfied at all if this mission is given 
up entirely; if he had known that before hand, he would have built at least 
a chapel which would have served as a station for the missionaries. A plot of 
ground could have been bought with the 450 which Mr. Saulnier collected at 
New Orleans. If you approve of the project of Msgr. De Neckere, all you 
have to do is to forward the money and it will be carried out. Mr. Joseph 
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Bogy of Ste. Genevieve will descend to the Post towards the month of March 
next. You may inform yourself if he is willing to take charge of the com- 
mission. I beg you to answer soon. 
Your very obedient servant, 
P. F. BEAUPREZ, Unworthy Priest. 


P. S—I believe that Mr. Saulnier has forgotten to advise you of the fifty 
dollars which he gave to me after your letter and which I was absolutely in 
need of, because, in your letter you only mention 400 dollars. It is possible 
that there are some letters from my friends in Europe, which may arrive very 
soon. Please keep them until I know the place where you may send them; 
perhaps you may send them to Mr. Tichitoli at Donaldsonville. 

At those times, it seems, most of the church utensils at a mission 
were personal property of the missionary. When Father Dupuy, the 
successor of Saulnier and Beauprez at the Post, on October 29th 1832 
arrived at the Post, he could not say Mass for weeks, because the 
requisites were missing. Nothing was there, except some miserable 
altar linen. He accuses Beauprez (with whom he had been ordained 
a priest) of having given away things for nothing, others “he sold at 
any price, forbidding the people to make payment to anybody else but 
himself. The same order he left with regard to the altar linen and 
a little bell which are still here. He took away all the church vestments, 
the chalice and the missal.” (Letter of Dupuy to Bp. Rosati, Nov. 12, 
1832.) Bishop Rosati demanded that Beauprez should restore to the 
mission what of the property was still in his possession.** He even 
wrote to Vicar General Blanc about this difficulty. He also demanded 
that he should return to his diocese to take charge of the mission of 
Apple Creek in Perry Co.—But Beauprez preferred to remain in the 
South with his friend and countryman, Bishop DeNeckere. And so he 
wrote to his Bishop: 

Donaldsonville, the 30th May, 1833. 
Monseigneur : 

Today I received your letter dated May 4th, in which you reproach me for 
my negligence in sending to Mr. Dupuy the effects belonging to the mission 
of Arkansas and for my long silence. If I find myself guilty or rather, if I 
did not act as I should have acted, I beg your pardon. But if things are 
considered in the right light, I believe that all these difficulties disappear. 
You say in your letter that 1 must have received letters from you; but first 
of all I received only one, through Mr. Mascaroni, in which you advise me 
that Mr. Dupuy has taken my place, without mentioning the things which I 
took away with me or saying that I should send them. Your reason is that 
Mr. Dupuy, arriving there, wrote to you that I have sold everything and 
almost for nothing (which is not true or, at least, he thought I did), as you 
communicated to me in your last letter; also that I should go up the river again 
at my leisure. I give you the reason why I do not go up: When I arrived 
at New Orleans, I showed the last letter which you sent me during my sojourn 
in Arkansas to Monseigneur De Neckere, asking him that he should please 


10 Bishop Rosati wrote to Father Tichitoli on Sept. 27: Mr. Beauprez, ac- 
cording to the directions which I gave him, shall descend to your place to re- 
turn to St. Louis. Give him Mass intentions to pay for his traveling expenses. 


11 On Dec. 2, he wrote to Beauprez: I have sent Mr. Dupuy to Arkansas 
to take your place. Write to the persons who hold the effects belonging to the 
mission to let Dupuy have them. You need not go to Arkansas. You shall go 


up the river and leave the boat at St. Marys Landing. From there you shall go 
to the Seminary, thence to Apple Creek. 
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write to Monseigneur Rosati, that he wished to employ me in his diocese. 
-Monseigneur De Neckere read your letter again and wrote directly. The 
words you used in your letter are these ::“You may leave Arkansas and go 
down to Donaldsonville; from there you shall go up again at your leisure to 
Missouri; you shall stop at the Seminary, where I shall let you know in which 
mission I could place you. As to Arkansas, I shall provide for it, when I can.” 
I do not remember that I told anything else to Monseigneur De Neckere. 

You also say in the letter of December 4th, sent by Mr. Mascaroni, that 
I should go up the river and go to Apple Creek and to make preparations there 
for erecting a priests’ house. But since Monseigneur De Neckere had already 
written to you two weeks before I received your letter through Mr. Mascaroni, 
I always waited for your answer to this letter until now. I also learned that 
you had left for Kentucky and Cincinnati and Monseigneur De Neckere in 
the meanwhile had sent me to attend the parish of the Ascension, where I 
was very contented, because I had work and occupation after having done 
nothing for over a year (I cannot live like that). I also believe that I would 
not find enough work in Missouri, especially at Apple Creek, because I had 
been told that Mr. Dupuy could not find any there. These are the reasons 
why I do not go up the river and also why I did not write to you—although 
I have received only one letter through Mr. Mascaroni. 

As to the things which belong to the mission of Arkansas, I have for 
two months tried to send them, as I wrote to Mr. Dupuy, namely, to send 
them securely by a steamboat which goes to Arkansas and wants to undertake 
the job. Lastly, it is about six weeks since Mr. Blanc V. G. had written me 
in your name to send them to Mr. Dupuy; since, however, I could not send 
them from Donaldsonville, I transmitted them to Mr. Blanc who took it upon 
himself to send them. 

I have only one thing to ask of you, to leave me in this diocese; this is 


the petition I offer and I hope you will not refuse, Monseigneur, to accede to 
my desire. 


I am sincerely your most humble servant, 

PIERRE F. BEAUPREZ. 

On the 2, Feb. 1833 Bishop Rosati had written to Bishop De- 
Neckere: “I give my consent that Mr. Beauprez remains in Louisiana, 
if you send Mr. Rosti to the Seminary.” This would have been an 
excellent bargain. But Bp. DeNeckere did not accede to the bishop’s — 
wish, Therefore Rosati on August 6, 1833 wrote to Beauprez: “As 
soon as Msgr. DeNeckere sends Mr. Brassac to Donaldsonville, I ask 
you to come back (remonter) to St. Louis.” Beauprez begged for the 
permission to remain, and only when he saw, that Rosati was obdurate, 
he went up the river to St. Louis—When Bishop Rosati returned from 
the Council of Baltimore, 11, Dec. 1833, he found Beauprez at the 
episcopal residence at St. Louis. He stayed at the Cathedral over 
Christmas and on the last of December the Bishop made the follow- 
ing appointments: St. Cyr stays at St. Louis, Tucker goes as assistant 
of Cellini to Fredericktown, Beauprez as assistant of Bouillier to 
Old Mines. But these appointments were never carried out. On Jan. 
21, 1834 St, Cyr. Lefevre, Tucker and Beauprez were still at St. Louis. 
Shortly after Rosati gave to Beauprez his exeat and permitted him to 
go to New Orleans. 

There are two more letters in the archives, written by Father 
Beauprez to Bishop Rosati, from Baton Rouge, dated July 28th and 
30th 1835. They speak of the affairs of a runaway wife who was to be 
reconciled to her husband and have not the least historical value. 

F. G. HoLtweck 
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NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF THE Post oF ARKANSAS 


Notice on the Mission of Arkansas, taken from the Registers of 
Arkansas. 


(Translation: the French original is written by Rev. Edm. Saulnier.) 
In the chapel of the Fort of Arkansas Father Louis Sebastian 
Meurin, Missionary Priest, conferred March 11th 1764 Baptisms 7 
March 12th Baptisms 2 
Mr. John Bapt. de Montclair voua 
officier reforme etant Commandant du Poste. 


— 


Father Valentin Cap, curé of St. Louis des Illinois 


conferred April 19 1772 Baptisms 35 
Father Louis Guignes, curé of Ste. Genevieve 
conferred July 9 1786 Baptisms 16 


The same Louis Guignes confered January 12, 1789 Baptisms 12 
January 13, 1789 Marriages 2 
January 17, 1789 Baptisms 1 
Mr. Joseph de la Valiere January 23, 1789 Marriage 1 
was commandant of the Poste January 25, 1789 Baptisms 11 


P. Gibault, elected pastor of New Madrid. 
Missionary in Arkansas, from 15, Sept. 1792— 
1a;cpeptaly os Baptisms 59 
Marriages 20 
The same priest Sept. 9th 1793 received the abjuration of 
_Mr. Jacob Dartz and of Anna Scheffer with 6 children. 
- Don Ignace De Lino commandant of the Poste. 


Father Flavian, Capuchin, the priest who served the Poste 

of Arkansas by express commission of D. Patrick Walsh, 

vicar general in the province of Louisiana, conferred, from 

April 12 to July 13th 1794 Baptisms 5 
Marriage | 
Funerals 3 
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Mr. Janin, curé of Arkansas, from Aug. 5, 1796 to Dec. 
28, 1799 and later, by intervals, performed Baptisms 72 


Marriages 20 
Funerals 26 
Mr. Chauderat, Priest 
Mr. Odin 


Mr. Martin and other Missionaries to end of 1829. 


Don Carlos de Villemont, Commandant of the Poste, May 4th 1797. 
Register : 

February 18th 1789, in the register of Arkansas at the marriage of 

Paptiste Degle to Susan Bone, of the Pado savages, the curé Janin 

says that he married them after a dispensation from the three publi- 

cations of the bans had been granted by Msgr. the Bishop, in favor of 

the aforesaid commandant. 

When the American government took possession of the country, 
Colonel O’Reilly was appointed commander of the Poste. 

When Edmund Saulnier together with Mr, Baupré was sent, to the 
mission of Arkansas, in the beginning of December 1831 to July 1832, 
he heard several inhabitants of the Poste say, that the Arkansas river, 
some years before, destroyed the fort and the chapel and carried them 
away. In the short time whilst he stayed there he performed: 

Baptisms 8; Funerals 2; First Communions 12. 

Mr. Beaupré continued the Mission till October 1832; then, for 
some years were sent MM. Dupuy, Donnelly, Richard Bole, Paris, 
Melcher, until 1844, Mr. Byrne came and took possession of his dio- 
cese. The baptisms, conversions, marriages, etc., were kept in the 
archives of the diocese of St. Louis, because this country made part 
of the diocese. 

Before the year 1764 the Jesuit Missionaries from time to time 
went to Arkansas. The missions which they gave there may be seen 
in the work “Nouvelle France’ by Charlevoix er in the Lettres Edi- 
flantes et curieuses, written by the Rev. Fathers on the subject of 
Louisiana. 

During the absence of the missionaries the colonists of Askansas 
descended to New Orleans to have their children baptized in that city, 
where they also married and made their first communion, 


Since Saulnier and Beauprez left the Post of Arkansas, it was 
served at regular intervals from St. Mary’s, Pine Bluff, by Father 
until Father Auguste Simon Paris, in 1842, moved there from St. 
Dupuy, Donnelly, Richard Bole and others. It had no resident priest, 
Irenaeus, New Gascony, and erecte da small church in honor of St. 
Ambrose. This was the third church of the Post: the first, St. Stephen, 
erected by the Spanish government, in the original Fort, lower down 
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the river, was destroyed by the flood of 1763. The second chapel, built 
in 1764, and rebuild by Father Janin, couré of the Post, about 1797, 
near the second Fort, on the right bank of the Arkansas, opposite the 
later town of Arkansas Post, fell with the Spanish regime. With the 
Fort it was destroyed and carried away by the overflow of the Ar- 
kansas river about 1820. (Statement of Saulnier). Father Paris, hop- 
ing for a revival of religion at the Post, also brought the Sisters of 
Loretto there from Pine Bluff who opened St. Ambrose Female Aca- 
demy. In 1843 Father Paris either returned to New Gascony or was 
called to St, Louis by Bishop Kenrick, and Father Joseph Melcher, 
later on Vicar General at St. Louis and Bishop of Green Bay, suc- 
ceeded him. When however, the news of the erection of the diocese of 
Little Rock, Nov. 28, 1843, spread in the missions of the Arkansas, 
the priests laboring there left, and, a year later, also the Sisters of 
Loretto. In 1845, besides the Bishop, Andrew Byrne, there was only 
one priest in the diocese of Little Rock, Rev. John Corry, who had 
come from the East with the Bishop and now labored for the new 
settlement at Fayetteville, Washington Co. Because at Little Rock, 
there was no church, the first priest ,ordained for the diocese of Little 
Rock received Holy Orders in St. Ambrose Church at the Post, No- 
vember 8, 1844. It was Rev. Thomas McKeone who had been brought 
over from Ireland by Bishop Byrne the same year. This Post of Ar- 
kansas which had given the faith to the territory, had the great conso- 
lation of giving also the first priest to the new diocese.—In 1845 Rev. 
Peter Walsh, who had also come from Ireland with Bishop Byrne, was 
appointed resident pastor of the Post and attended from there the 
church of New Gascony. But the following year Father Walsh was 
called to Little Rock to preside over the Seminary and the Post was 
attended from Lee’s Bend by Rev. P. Canavan, once a month. It re- 
mained vacant until 1854, when Father Richard Nagle was sent there 
by the Bishop; he had been stationed at the Cathedral to attend the 
Germans. The following year, in 1855, St. Ambrose Church was blown 
down by a tornado. Father Nagle left for Dubuque. The churchless 
Post was attended from Napoleon by Rev. L. Smith; later on a priest 
came from Pine Bluff, until a new resident pastor was appointed in the 
person of Rev. Jas. A. Quinn. He breathed new life into the waning 
parish and succeeded in building a new church in 1872. In 1873 Father 
Quinn left and was succeeded by Rev. Nazzareno Orfei; but also 
Orfei, the last of the resident priests of the Post, did not stay. He 
went to Louisiana and from there to St. Louis (1877). The Post was 
attended from Pine Bluff, but its church was again destroyed by a 
flood ; in 1861 the Post in the Directory is given as “a station without 
church”. About 1891 it was served from Arkansas City, then from 
Stuttgart. Since 1895 the Post disappears from the Directory alto- 
gether. The old historical settlement has been swallowed up by the 
overflows of the Arkansas, White, and Mississippi rivers. Before it 
went under, it fought for its existence against floods, cyclones, and the 
listlessness of its settlers for well nigh two hundred years, There was 
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quite an array of Saints entrusted with the protection of the Post. The 
first church, before 1763, was dedicated to St. Stephen, the proto- 
martyr; the chapel of the second Fort (1764) further up the river, 
bore the title of St. Isidore, the Laborer; Saulnier or Dupuy placed the 
mission in the town founded after 1820 opposite the second Fort under 
the protection of St. Denis (Dionysius) ; the church built by Rev. A. 
S. Paris in 1842 was known as the church of St. Ambrose.—Catholic 
Almanacs and Directories, 1834-1919, in chancery office, St. Louis, Mo. 


Gov. ALEXANDER McNAaAIR 


The October number of the Missouri Historical Review contains 
an interesting article on Alexander McNair by Walter B. Stevens, the 
well known writer and authority on local history. 

Dr. Stevens mentions the date and place of Gov. McNair’s birth 
inscribed on his monument in Calvary Cemetery as being at variance 
with most of the biographical notes on Alexander McNair in Missouri 
histories. 

The McNair family in Pennsylvania was partial to the names of 
David and Alexander. Governor McNair’s father and grandfather 
were both named David and each had a son named Alexander. This 
repitition of names in the family probably led to the error in some 
Missouri histories as to Governor McNair’s birth place. Alexander 
McNair the son of, David was born at Derry in Lancaster Co., where 
his father settled, but Alexander McNair, the first governor of Mis- 
souri, also the son of David McNair was born in Milford Township, 
Mifflin County, Pa. This fact is well established in Dr. Robert Stew- 
art’s work, referred to in Vol. I. page 232, of the Review and confirmed 
by the manuscript records of the McNair family preserved by the 
Missouri Historical Society. 


Another of the numerous trading ventures in which Governor 
McNair was interested is revealed by the following from the old Can- 
tonment Book of Fort Bellefontaine, July 1808—1810. (Missouri H1s- 
torical Society Archives.) 

Bellefontaine, June 10, 1810. 
Cantonment Orders: 

Alexander McNair Esq. and Mr. R.-H. Price are appointed 
suttlers to the troops in this Cantonment until further orders and can 
immediately open their stores and vend their goods accordingly. 

(Signed) DL. BIsseEt. 
Col. Commanding. 


His EMINENCE, CARDINAL JOHN BoNnzaANno | 

It is with sincere and deep satisfaction that we received the news 

of the elevation of our Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop John Bonzano 
to the exalted dignity of Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. His 
prudent firm yet ever kindly administration of his high office with us 
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forms an ever memorable period in the history of the Church in Am- 
erica. But we, of the Catholic Historical Society of St. Lowis have a 
special reason for honoring his memory, and expressing our gratitude. 
It was in our early days of struggle and deferred hope, that a member 
of our Editorial Committee had the first volume of our Historical 
Review beautifully bound and stamped on the cover with the Arch- 
bishop’s Coat-of-Arms, and sent to him with the compliments of the 
donor, We were highly gratified to receive the following letter from 
‘His Eminence: 

1811 Biltmore Street, 

Washington, D. C., June 29th, 1920. 
Mr. Edward Brown, 
511 Locust Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

DEAR Mr. Brown: 

Yesterday's mail brought me the beautifully bound volume of the 
St. Louis Catholic Historical Review which you were kind enough to 
send me with your compliments. [ am very grateful for your courteous 
act and beg you to accept the assurance of my deep appreciation. This 
first volume of the Review augurs well for the St. Louis Catholic His- 
torical Society, It will not be out of place, I hope, for me to take this 
opportunity to congratulate you and the other editors of the Review 
on the exceptional ability you have displayed in launching the Society 
and its publication, and to wish you abundant success in the prosecu- 
tion of your work. 

With the book was also received the steel die of my coat-of-arms, 
an impression of which was so neatly made on the front cover of the 
volume. 

Thanking you again for your kindness, I am, with expressions of 
best wishes, 

Sincerely yours in Xt., 
| - Joun BoNZzANO 
Archbishop of Melitene, Apostolic Delegate. 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 


It is well known among people interested in the origin and devel- 
opment of the Church in the Mississippi Valley, that those new three 
great European Missionary Societies, whose generous help was, 
humanly speaking, the sine qua non of success: the Leopoldine Society 
of Austria, the St. Ludwigs Mission-Verein in Bavaria and the Society 
tor the Propagation of the Faith with its seat in Lyons, France. 

All these Societies published regular reports about the missionary 
work accomplished, and thus furnished valuable records for the his- 
torians, Now the two former Associations have passed away. But the 
third and perhaps most important one has taken on a new life. By 
Motu Proprio of the third day of May 1922, His Holiness Pope Pius 
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XI. reorganized the Society and transfered its seat of administration 


to Rome. We quote from this Motu Proprio the passages that have 
an historical interest: 


Therefore, besides these private collections for certain missions, We, fol- 
lowing the example of Our predecessors, wish that all the Catholic missions 
be assisted by a contribution of the Catholic universe and that all the alms, no 
matter how small, given by each of the sons of the Church, be gathered to- 
gether into one fund placed at Our disposal and that of the Sacred Congre- 
‘gation of Propaganda, to be distributed, in proportion to the needs, by a com- 
mittee appointed by Us. 

While We were considering the means of executing Our plan, the illustrious 
institution of Lyons, known as The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
founded a century ago by certain devout and charitable men, presented itself 
to Us as most suitable for that purpose. The singular merits of this organiza- 
tion, which must be numbered among the most beautiful and glorious of the 
recent institutions of Catholic France, are known to all. What an immense 
multitude from all parts of the world have been united by this new bond of 
charity and led to assist the missions with the help of their alms and the suffrage 
of their prayers! For this reason Our predecessors have encouraged this So- 
ciety by numerous Pontifical privileges and favors: Gregory XVI. in his 
Apostolic Letter, Probe nostis (August 15, 1840), and Leo XIII. in his En- 
cyclical, Sancta Dei civitas (December 3, 1880, have recommended it in the most 
flattering terms to all the bishops, clergy and people. 

It gives Us great pleasure to praise on this occasion the two committees of 
Lyons and Paris for their prudence and especially for the impartiality with 
which they distributed the alms at their disposal, not only among the missions 
which the noble French nation, animated by its ancestors’ zeal to retain and 
propagate the Faith, has established, but also the missions which other nations, 
impelled by the love of Jesus Christ, have founded in a spirit of holy emulation. 

In order to carry out Our design We prefer, instead of founding a new 
organization, to bring more into conformity with the present times and cir- 
cumstances The Society for the Propagation of the Faith and to transfer the 
seat of its administration to Rome, the capital of the Church. Endowed thus 
with the prestige of Our own authority, it will become the pontifical instrument 
to centralize the alms of the faithful intended for the missions. We are so 
much the more prompted to take this decision that the directors of the Society 
both at Lyons and Paris have, as obedient sons of the Church, assured Us with 
the greatest good-will that they will abide by the decision of the Holy See in 
this matter so dear to them and to their fellow-citizens. 


a 
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Diary oF Bisuop Rosati—1826 


SEPTEMBER 


1 Friday. Early in the morning, Chapter; went to Confes- 
See No. 13. sion. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Fr. Jeanjean.’8?  An- 
swered Fr. Audizio.'** 


2 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Confessions of the 
Nuns. In the evening, Confessions of the Seminarians. 
Testimonial letters to Fr. Augero. 


3 XVIth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning Con- 
fessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. Assisted at 
High Mass, and preached on the Sunday Gospel. Vespers 
in the church. 


4 Monday. Mass in the chapel. Fr. Augero leaves. After 
two weeks passed in the Seminary since his coming, he 
asked me to be sent to Louisiana. As I had no parish 
that I could give him, he did not wish to remain here; he, 

Celebret to therefore, left for New Orleans; but I did not give him 
Fr. Angero any faculties of exercising the holy ministry, only the per- 
mission to say Mass. 


5 Tuesday. Spiritual conference to the community, on the 
Observance of Rule (Fr. Permoli). Mass in the chapel. 


182 Fr. Angero gone, and sooner than I anticipated. Lack of constancy. 


Told him I did not give him faculties for Louisiana. He spoke to me about 
Terre-aux-Boeufs; I do not know whether they can support a priest; at any 
rate do not want a priest not in the disposition to attach himself to the 
Diocese forever. As Fr. Potini has left, or will leave St. Joseph’s, if the 
people give the same salary as they did to Fr. Potini, Fr. Audizio would do well 
there. Please get informations and advise Fr. Audizio. 


188 Sorry of the difficulties you met. In your place, however, I would not 


have left the parish. You ask for a place; none is actually vacant. Perhaps St. 
Joseph’s might suit you; but I want assurances that you will get a maintenance. 
Wrote to Fr. Jeanjean; he will advise you. 

The same day, letter to the Trustees of the Church of St. Louis (not men- 
tioned in the Diary.) See F. G. Holweck: The Language Question, etc., in St. 
Louis Cath. Hist. Review, Vol. Il, p. 11. 
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6 Wednesday. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Fr. De 
Neckere.1** 


7 Thursday. Mass early in the morning.: Confessions to 
the Nuns, on Charity. Received letters: 1. of Fr. Saul- 
nier, with 20 copies of the Ordo for 1827; 2. of Fr. De 
Neckere, who, having no hope of finding a boat going up 
the Ohio before the end of the fall, has resolved to go 
down to Louisiana. The same day he left Ste. Genevieve. 


8 Friday. Chapter. Mass in the chapel. Fr. Dahmen came 
from Ste. Genevieve. Assisted at High Mass. Vespers in 
the church. 


9 Saturday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. 


10 XVIIth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. Re- 
mained at home. Mr. Timon preached. Vespers in the 
church. Answered Fr. Saulnier '*® and Fr. De Neckere.1** 

11 Monday. Mass in the chapel. 


12 Tuesday. Mass in the same place. 


13. Wednesday. Mass in the same place. Received a letter of 
Fr. Le Saulnier, Montreal. 


14 Thursday. Mass in the same place. Wrote to Mr. Bern. 
Pratte. ** Messrs. Paquin, Timon and Vergani, who are 
to be ordained for the priesthood, Messrs. Loisel and 
Chalon, who are to receive subdeaconship, with all the 
other Seminarians, began their retreat. 


184 Not recorded. 


185 Received Ordo. Very neat; trust it is more correct than this year’s. 
Suppose that you sent some to Fr. Borgna. Understand the necessity of another 
priest in St. Louis; but can we work miracles? Miissions here exhaust the sup- 
ply; cannot neglect the Seminary, where our priests are overworked. The land 
on which our Seminary stands, was purchased by the people from Ignatius Layton, 
who had it as a grant from the Spanish government; the grant was confirmed by 
Congress, but Layton always neglected to get the patent in St. Louis. Please 
have search made in the Land Office of St. Louis. The land is at the Barrens, 
formerly Ste. Genevieve Co., now Perry Co.; there is one section. Please 
answer this point as soon as possible, for it would be imprudent to leave things, 
etc. Do not listen to detraction. 


186 Your letter received. Your departure left in me no other unfavorable 
impression than that of a sincere regret caused by the affection I always had 
for you. Do not go down to N. Orl., unless you are told there is no yellow fever. 
You might leave Mr. Demailley at Fr. De la Croix’ and go yourself to Fr. 
Tichitoli. Write to Fr. Borgna. He might find you some Intentions. 


187 Am sending you letters of exchange for $200.00. Fr. Le Saulnier, P. 
SS., Pastor of Montreal, Canada, will pay at sight. Kindly send the money 
to Mr. Joseph Pratte, your brother, with whom I have some accounts to settle. 
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15 Friday. Chapter. Mass in the chapel. I took up two 
| classes of English for the time of the retreat; Fr. Odin 
will have the Meditations and Conferences, and | the In- 
structions. Ist. instruct, on our duties to God; 2nd, on 

our duties to the neighbor. Wrote to Fr. Le Saulnier.*** 


16 Saturday. Mass in the chapel. Classes. Ist, instruct, on 
our duties to ourselves; 2nd, on the duties of the Sem1- 
narians and Clerics. 


17. XVIIIth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the mornin,g 
Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. At 10 
o’clock instruct, on Confession. At 11 o’clock assisted at 
High Mass in the church and preached on the Gospel of 
day. Vespers in the church. Heard the general Con- 
fessions of those who are on retreat. 


18 Monday. Mass in the chapel. Classes. Ist, instruct, on 
the Observance of Rule; 2nd, on Meditation. 


19 Tuesday. Mass in the chapel. Communion. Ist, instruct, 
on the Sacrifice of the Mass; 2nd, on the Imitation of 
Christ. Received the spiritual communications of Messrs. 
Loisel and Paquin. 


20 Wednesday. Mass in the chapel. Ist, instruct, on Voca- 
tion; 2nd, on Ecclesiastical Ceremonies, Chant, Ornaments, 
etc. Confession of Eu. 


21 Thursday. Early in the morning, renewal of the vows 
of Frs. Odin and Vergani, and of Messrs. Paquin and 
Timon. Mass in the chapel. Went to Confession. Re- 
ceived letters: 1. of Fr. Saulnier; 2. of Mr. West; 3. of Mr. 
Laurencet; 4. of Sister Benedicta 1*°; 5. of Fr. Rosti™°; 
6. of the Trustees of the Parish of St. Charles, Opelou- 


188 Yours of May 18, received two days ago; that of April not yet come. 


Thanks. The Intentions will be acquitted as soon as possible. Drew $200 on 
you. Learned with pleasure news you gave: God is looking down mercifully 
on America. New Bishoprics. Bp. Portier will be consecrated in St. Louis next 
December. Diocese is to be divided, according to what was said in Brief of my 


election. Bishop Du Bourg has left for Europe; hope he will bring back some 
priests. 


189 Sister Benedicta Fenwick, Superioress of the Bethlehem Convent, 
who, as was remarked earlier in the Diary (July 19), had gone to Kentucky 
for the election of the Superior General. 


190 Original in the Archives of St. Louis Archdioc. Chancery.—Grand 
Coteau, July 22, 1826. Received yours of June 30, and July 1. Will settle my 
affairs here, so as to get ready to go to my new destination. It will take a - 
little time. Fr. Audizio stayed three days with me, and saw the Trustees: the 
latter made some temarks abdut~his inability to speak. English, and resolved 
to write to you. I may have to remain until your reply comes. He did not 
want to stay longer and went to Fr. Peyretti (Lafayette, La.) 
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sas 11; 7, of Fr. De Neckere ?*?; 8. of Fr. Tichitoli. Ist, 
instruct, on the Divine Office; 2nd, on the Grace of Or- 
dination. 


22 Friday. Early in the morning, Chapter. Mass in the 
chapel. Instruction on the good example which Ecclesi- 
astics must give. In the evening Confession of the Ordi- 
nandi. Answered Fr. Saulnier *°*. 


23 Saturday of the Ember Week. Early in the morning Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. At 9 o’clock went to the church. 

After the chanting of None, I celebrated solemn Pontifical 

Ordination Mass, during which I promoted: 1, to the Sacred Order of 
No. 16 Subdeaconship, ad titulum Missionis, Francis Regis Loisel, 
pupil of this Seminary and belonging to this Diocese; also 

Gabriel Chalon, a native of the Diocese of Lyons, incor- 

porated into this Diocese; 2, to the Sacred Order of the 
Priesthood: Peter Vergani, Italian, Joseph Paquin and 

John Timon, of this Diocese, scholastics of our Congrega- 

tion. Frs. Odin, Permoli and Dahmen, priests of our Con- 

gregation and the clergy of the Seminary took part in the 

ceremony, attended by quite a number of the parishioners. 


24 XIXth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. Assisted 
at High Mass, which was the first Mass of Fr. Paquin. 
I preached on the Sunday Gospel. Vespers in the church. 


25 Monday. Mass early in the morning. Left for St. Gene- 
vieve with Mr. Loisel; thence will go to the parish of 
Prairie du Rocher. We took dinner at Mr. James’. In 
the evening reached Ste. Genevieve. 


26 Tuesday. Mass in the church of Ste. Genevieve. At 9 
o'clock attended the funeral of Mr. Pratte, and during 
High Mass preached on the virtues of this pious old man. 


191 That is to say, Grand Coteau. 


192 Original in Archives of St. Louis Archdioc. Chancery.—On board the 
s. s. Huntress, September 14, 1826. Left Ste. Genevieve the 7th, have so far 
struck twice on sandbars. Are well. Was told that, three weeks ago, New Orl. 
and Natchez were free from yellow fever. Still hoping to go up the Ohio. 


193 With this letter begins Notebook II of the Abstracts of Corre- 
spondence——I am in-the habit of answering letters promptly, and have done 
so in regard to yours: do not understand, therefore, your complaints, and still 
less the tone of them. Gave you in my last reasons why I cannot send you a 
priest; but will send you someone to help you during the Jubilee. You com- 
plain of DeNeckere’s departure; yet you know that I wished as much as 
yourself that he should stay. You are mistaken, if you think he went to New 
Madrid; he sailed on the Huntress. If it is certain that the negress you men- 
tion was baptized, of course she has not to be re-baptized. 


27 


28 
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29 


30 
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Wednesday. Mass in the church. Left with Fr. Dahmen 
and Mr. Loisel for the parish of Prairie du Rocher, where 
we arrived at about five o’clock, and were welcomed by 
Fr. Olivier, the pastor. Wrote to Fr. Borgna ™*. 


Thursday. At half past seven said Mass; after Mass, and 
a short exhortation I administered the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation to twenty-five boys and girls. After Mass I 
heard the confessions of seven Americans who live in the 
neighborhood, and had been unable for fifteen months to 
receive the sacrament of penance for the lack of a Con- 
fessor who knew English. In the evening we returned 
to Ste. Genevieve. 


Friday. Mass in the church of Ste. Genevieve. Wrote to 
Fr. Rosti?%°, Mr. Laurencet 1%, and the Trustees of the 
church of St. Charles, Opelousas.** 


Saturday. Did not say Mass, on account of the journey. 
Left Ste. Genevieve with Mr. Loisel and we arrived at the 
Seminary at about three o’clock p. m. At five o’clock 
the Rt. Rev. Michael Portier arrived from New Orleans; 
he is to stay in the Seminary for a month, to prepare him- 
self for his consecration. Through him I received letters: 
1. of Fr. Borgna; 2. of Fr. Jeanjean; 3. of Fr. Desmoulins ; 
4. of Fr. Moni; 5. of Madame Mary of the Incarnation. 


OCTOBER 


XXth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brothers and of the Seminarians. Mass 
in the chapel. Assisted at High Mass, which was chanted 
by Fr. Timon, who also preached. Vespers in the church. 
Through Terence O’Connor a boy which the Rt. Rev. Por- 
tier wishes to be educated in the Seminary, received letters 
of Frs. De Neckere and Dahmen. Frs. Odin and Timon 
left for New Madrid. 


Send us a barrel of sugar and a sack of coffee. 


195 You may stay at Grand Coteau for the time being, until I send some- 
one who can speak English. 


196 I do not think the works of the Brothers may suit you, as to the 
Seminary, Fr. Jeanjean must have communicated to you the letter I wrote to 
him. You may come, if etc. 


197 Fr, Rosti had been sent only provisionally to Grand Coteau; he will 
remain until I am able to send an English-speaking priest. 
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2 Monday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel. 
Wrotesil? tacky Wahmen 2°?) 2) toe tr.  Borona 294 3)" to 
Fr. Saulnier °°; 4. to Fr. Van Quickenborne.?". 


Tuesday. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Frs. Potini °”, 
Tichitoli °° and Jeanjean *™. 
4 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


io) 


ty 


Thursday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel. Con- 
ference to the Nuns, on the Exercise of virtues. Received 
a letter of Fr. Niel, from Paris. 7°” 


6 Friday. Early in the morning, Chapter; went to Confes- 
sion. Mass in the chapel. 


7 Saturday. Early in the morning, Mass in the chapel. 
Confessions of the Nuns. Wrote to Fr. De Neckere *°°. 


8 XxXIst Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning Con- 
fessions of the Brothers and Seminarians. Mass in the 
chapel. Assisted at High Mass, during which I preached 
on the Sunday Gospel. Vespers in the church 2%, 


198 Please forward the enclosed letters. 


199 Bp. Portier has arrived. Do not forget sugar and coffee: will pay 
when I come back. Fr. Permoli will leave with Bp. Portier. Fr. De Neckere 
may stop at N. Orl., for the Jubilee. 


200 Bp. Portier has arrived. Consecration will take place November 5. 


201 Bp. Portier; Consecration November 5: I reckon on you, your priests 


and Scholastics; please ask someone of your priests to preach the sermon— 
not beyond half an hour. 


202. Enclose find a letter of Fr. Baccari. Vergani and Paquin ordained; 
Loisel subdeacon. 


203 Yours of Aug. 26. Fr. Rosti will have to stay yet for some time at 
Grand Coteau. The novice you mention is about to leave. 


204 Bp. Portier gave me your letter. Will have the 30 Masses for the de- 
ceased Nun attended to. 


205 You will scarcely be able to leave before winter and during that sea- 
son voyages are dangerous (Fr. Janvier). I beg you to stop in N. Orl. and 
preach the Jubilee. Mr. DeMailleh might be employed in the College, and you 
could get something for your journey. 


206 In the Notebook is the abstract of a letter to Fr. Niel, not recorded 
in the Diary. This is a reply to yours of June 15. Thank God for the blessings 
he bestows on your efforts, and beg him to continue. I cannot understand 
what you say concerning Bp. Du Bourg’s resignation. At any rate, here is what 
I think: as, according to the Brief of my election, I am to succeed him, I trust 
I will be given the choice of either See, as he had. Will choose Missouri: my 
reasons are such that I am sure I will not be obliged to take N. Orl. Neither 
do I think it advisable to transfer the Seminary to Bayou La Fourche: I know 
enough from my.three trips down there. Our priests, Bp. Flaget, Bp. Portier 
are of the same opinion. Am delighted you found some priests: am still want- 
ing some for the Seminary. Think it will be difficult to start another establish- 
ment in Missouri for the Frs. of the Precious Blood: the Jesuits and Lazarists 
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9 Monday. Mass in the chapel. 
10 Tuesday. Mass in the same place. 
11 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


12 Thursday. Mass early in the morning. Conference to 
the Nuns, on Charity. Received letters: 1, of Fr. De 
Neckere 2%; 2, of Fr. Jeanjean; 3, Fr. Potini?%; 4, Fr. 


bd 


Borenas(5, Fr, | Saulmier, (Wrote wio hia) COodi cra 
answered Fr. Saulnier 7”. | 


13 Friday. Chapter; went to confession. Wrote to Frs. 
Dahmen ?*?_ and Olivier 7. 


14 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Heard the con- 
fessions of the Nuns. Wrote to Fr. Borgna***. Sent Fr. 
Vergani to Ste. Genevieve to take the place of Fr. Dahmen 
absent. In the evening Confessions of the Seminarians. 


have not yet theirs perfectly settled. New Madrid has not enough even to sup- 
port one priest; four would be out of the qeustion. Perhaps in Louisiana.... ; 
but I am not the Bishop there. For the Church at the Barrens have adopted 
this plan: make no debts; build slowly according as the people, etc. Bishop 
Portier’s consecration. 


207 Original in Archives of St. Louis Archdioc. Chancery.—Trinity, Sep- 
tember 21, 1826. Still at the mouth of the Ohio; but we are about to start. 
Hoped in vain to find an occasion for Louisville; but have to go down and sail 
from N. Orl. Fr. Angero, Mr. DeMaillez and I are well. 


208 Original Jbid—Assumption September 6, 1826. Am out of St. Joseph’s 
and with Fr. Tichitoli, but do not think I will stay long: as you do not like 
people to talk disparagingly of him, I say nothing, and will look for another 
place, whence I will write to you. Here are a few remarks on the parish I 
have left: the Trustees purpose to enslave the priest who will be sent. Could 
say a great deal more which would make you give it up. 


209 Fr. Niel has seven priests for this country: we will be able to start 
New Madrid. Ask Fr. Timon to take 10 Masses for a deceased Nun of New 
Orleans and too for the Intention of Fr. Le Saulnier. 


210 Consecration to take place on November 5. Will send the wagon 
with the vestment. We will be 20, including Frs. Dahmen and Olivier. Some 
will arive on Friday, and some on Saturday. Prepare the altar boys: we need 
about ten. You will be deacon of honor with Fr. Dahmen. How many albs, 
cintures and surplices have you? We need three stools besides the three you 
have. Enclose sketch for the places. Need two ewers with their basins. 


211 (Fr. Dahmen was then at Mine a Breton.) Would have been well for 

me to send Fr. Vergani to supply your place. Might remain there when you 
return, so that you could come here for annual retreat which will begin on 
the 23rd. We shall leave the Seminary on November 2, and be at Ste. Gen. 
that evening; will start at once all together for Prairie du Rocher. Ask Mr. 
Pratte whether he got word from his brother about the note. 


212 Bp. Portier’s consecration. We shall be at your place on November 2, 
and you will come along with us. 


213 Yours of September 15. Will bring you Fr. Permoli; Fr. Saulnier 

writes to me that the paper stated Bp. Du Bourg had resigned. I think that 
is a mistake of Fr. Niel, who wrote that to me and to others who apparently 
_ published it. My interpretation is that he consented to the division of the Dio- 
cese by resigning his jurisdiction over the whole. 
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15 XXInd Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions. Mass in the chapel. Assisted at High Mass 
during which I preached on the Gospel. Vespers were 
sung in the chapel. 


16 Monday. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Fr. Baccari *"*. 
17 Mass in the same place. 
18 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


19 Thursday. Mass early in the morning. Conference to 
the Nuns, on Humility. Received letters of Frs. Tichitoli 
(two), Timon, Odin, Vergani, Van Quickenborne, Blanc, 
Saulnier, Madame Duchesne and Sister Johanna **°. 


20 Friday. Early in the morning, Chapter; went to confes- 
sion. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Frs.. Baccari 7°, 


214 The letter was begun on that day, but finished only the 2oth. (See 
below, Note 216.) 


215 Sister Johanna Miles, Superior of the Loretto Convent of Assump- 
tion) La: 


216 Fr. Niel wrote from Rome and lately from Paris that Bp. Du Bourg 
had resigned; the news has been published by the St. Louis papers. My talks 
with the prelate before his departure make me regard this news as improbable. 
Hence, did not want to write to Propag. In case the news is correct, I want to 
submit to you the following: (1) According to Fr. Niel, the Secretary of 
Prop. asked him whether I needed a Coadjutor; he said Yes. Who would be 
suitable? he answered he could not say. He begs me not to propose his name. 
In another letter, speaking of Bp. Du Bourg’s resignation, he advises me to 
select New Orleans and transfer there our Seminary. (2) There seems to | 
filter through these two letters a desire to be appointed Coadjutor. Not suit- 
able: good and zealous, but,as not the knowledge and would not enjoy the 
confidence of the priests. (2) The transfer of the Seminary not advisable; 
would involve great risks for the Congregation: never consented to do it 
when asked by Bp. Du Bourg, because: (a) our priests here have an insuper- 
able aversion for Louisiana; (b) after all the work done for the house and 
the Church, it would never do to relinquish what we have and start all over 
again; (c) Where could we get the wherewith? (d) now that we are about 
to be able to do something for the missions to Catholics, Protestants and 
Indians, leaving here would be betraying Providence.——(4) In case Bishop 
Du Bourg actually resigned, I cannot determine myself to choose New Or- 
leans. The reasons which made the Holy Father leave me in Missouri are 
still as cogent: no trouble for them to give me this Diocese and pick out 
someone for New Orl., because (a) the climate here agrees with me; not so 
that of Louisiana; (b) I have not the accomplishment desirable for that place, 
whereas I am better suited for the simplicity of Missouri; (c) many dangers. 
—(5) Fr. Niel speaks of the Congr. of the Precious Blood, and proposes to 
leave the Seminary to them and give them New Madrid. Of course, a religious 
Community is the only means to establish religion here; the Seminary. would 
have gone under, as did the College of St. Louis, had it not been run by a. 
Community. Certaifily no jealousy on our part (witness what I did to establish 
‘and strengthen the Jesuits); but in this case, no chance of success, because: 
(a) the country is poor; (b) both the Jesuits and ourselves are still in need 
of help. At any rate I said already that we must not leave this Seminary. Have 
preferred to write this rather than to Propaganda. Have ordained three priests 
C. M. Consecration of Bp. Portier. 
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Anthony Blanc 717, Audizio *1*, Saulnier *1°, Odin *°, Tich- 
itoli 224, and Madame Duchesne **?. 


21 Saturday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. In the evening, Confessions of the 
Seminarians. 


22 XXIIIrd Sunday after Pentacost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brethren. Mass in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of parishioners. Assisted at High Mass, during 
which I preached, on the Union of Works with Faith. 
Vespers in the church. After night prayers I began with 
Fr. Permoli and all the Brothers, except Bro. Harrington, 
the annual retreat, for which the order according to the 
custom of the Congregation, insofar as it can be observed 
here, is as follows: 4:30, Rising; 5, Meditation; 6, Mass; 
7, Little Hours; Rosary for the Brothers; 7:30, Breakfast ; 
8, Reading of the New Testament; 8:30, Spiritual Read- 
ing; 9:30, Meditation; 10:30, Repetition of Meditation in 
the chapel, after which, visit to the Bl. Sacrament; 12, 
particular examen; 2:30 Vespers; Chaplet for the Broth- 
ers; 3, Consideration; 4, Spiritual Reading; 5, Matin and 
Lauds; Chaplet for the Brothers; 6, Meditation; 7, Visit 


217 Sorry to hear of your illness; will send Fr. Audizio to Baton Rouge; 


am writing to him; but as there is hurry, do write yourself. No priests of our 
Congregation for.... 


218 Fr. De Saint-Pierre being dangerously ill, Fr. Anth. Blanc went to 
see him and gave him the last sacraments; does not think he will recover. The 
parish must not remain vacant. Go immediately to Baton Rouge, and remain 
there until he has settled the affair, and brings you to Iberville. Follow entirely 
his directions, as he knows the parish. 


219 Know nothing about resignation. Will bring albs along. Tell Osborn 
priests are ever ready to assist for the salvation of souls, but not for the dis- 
covering of treasures. About a marriage case. You may postpone the announce- 
ment of the Jubilee until the Sunday after the Ccnsecration., 


220 Much gratified by the news you and Fr. Timon have written. You may 
assure those gentlemen that priests, and as much and as possible the same, 
will visit them. The next visit may take place in the beginning of January. 
Will begin our retreat next Sunday. The person mentioned by Fr. Timon may 
be admitted to the reception of the sacraments. 


221 Wish I could give you some consolation and take some of your bur- 
dens on my shoulders. Do not get despirited. Patience. Our Lord does not re- 
quire that we succeed, but that we make efforts, and the reward is in propor- 
tion not of our success, but of our labors. Retreat. Bp. Portier’s consecration. 
Uncertainty as to the date of next trip south; certainly not before the Jubilee. 
Vergani, Paquin and Timon priests; Loisel subdeacon. 


22 Acording to agreement with Bp. Du Bourg, our priests, as soon as 
the numbers of the clergy will permit, ought to be in our own houses, or in 
parishes not far distant. This is the reason why I recalled Fr. Rosti; as, how- 
ever, Fr. Audizio does not speak English, Fr. Rosti will remain at Grand 
Coteau until etc. I think an establishment in St. Louis would do a great deal 


of good. Do not know the property you speak of, nor anything about Fr. De- 
Neckere’s money. ’ 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 
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to the Bl. Sacrament; 7:15, particular examen; 8:15, Rep- 
etition of Meditation in the chapel; 8:45 general examen. 

Frs. Paquin, Vergani, Timon and Odin have already 
made their retreat; Fr. Boullier takes charge of the parish 
and will make his retreat before Christmas, with Bro. 
Harrington. 


Monday. According to the custom of the Congregation, 
did not say Mass. Ist Medit., on the right performance of 
the Exercises of Piety; 2nd, on the benefit of Creation; 
3rd, on the benefit of Redemption. Consideration of our 
Duties to God. 


Tuesday. Did not say Mass. Ist. Medit., on Death; 2nd, 
on Judgment; 3rd., on Hell. Consideration of our duties 
to the neighbor. 


Wednesday. Did not say Mass. Ist Medit., on Mortal 
Sin; 2nd, on Venial Sin. General Confessoni since the 
retreat before my consecration. 3rd Medit., on the Divine 
Mercy. Consid. of our duties to ourselves. Heard general 
confessions. 


Thursday. Ist Medit., on the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist. Said Mass in the chapel for those who are 
making the retreat. 2nd Medit., on the Imitation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; 3rd, on the happiness of heaven. Con- 
sideration on Spiritual Communication. Received the 
communications of Fr. Permoli and Bro. Palelli. Received 
letters: 1, of Fr. Tichitoli; 2, of Fr. Anthony Blanc. 


Friday. 1st Medit., on the benefit of our Vocation. Said 
Mass in the chapel. 2nd Medit., on Lukewarmness. Con- 
sideration of the faults against Poverty. 3rd Medit., on 
Poverty. Received the communications of Bros. Oliva, 
Sargiano, Bosoni and Pifferi. 


Saturday. Ist Medit., on Humility. Mass in the chapel. 
2nd Medit., on Obedience; 3rd, on Mortification. Consid- 
eration of the faults against the virtue of Obedience. Con- 
fessions of the Seminarians. 


XXIVth Sunday after Pentecost, IIIrd after the Epiphany, 
Ist of November. Early in the morning, Confessions of 
the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. 1st Medit., on the 
Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ; 2nd, on Prayer; 3rd, on 


_ the Observance of Rule. Consid. of Chastity. Assisted at 


Publication 
of the Bult 
extending 

the Jubilee 


High Mass. After the Gospel, made a few short remarks, 
then published in an English translation from the pulpit, 
the Bull of our Holy Father Pope Leo XII on the Exten- 
sion of the Jubilee to the whole world, this Jubilee to open 
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on the first Sunday of Advent. Vespers in the church. 
Wrote to the Rt. Rev. Bp. David. 


30 Monday. Mass in the chapel. Brothers Piffer1, Bosoni 
and Sargiano renewed their vows at Fr. Boullier’s Mass, 
early in the morning. Ist Medit., on the Love of God; 
2nd, on the Devotion to the Bl. Virgin; 3rd, on Fraternal 
Charity. Consid. of our mutual conversations. In the 
evening, heard the Confessions of the Nuns. 


31 Tuesday. At 6 o’clock went to the church, where I said a 
low Mass and in the presence of all the Nuns gave the 
Gave the habit of the Society to Ann Timon, who took the name of 
habit of . ; . 
Loretto to. Juliana. In the vening Confessions of the Seminarians 
Ann Timon and of Eu. 

Fr. Vergani returned from Ste. Genevieve; Frs. Odin 
and Timon from New Madrid, where, by their sermons, 
instructions and catechisms, they endeavored to excite the 
people of that district to gain the Indulgence of the Jubilee. 
They heard over 60 confessions; gave Communion to 40 
and administered baptism to (blank). 

Messrs. Jourdain and Walker likewise, who had ob- 
tained permission to go home during vacation, returned to 
the Seminary. 


NOVEMBER 


1 Wednesday. Feast of All Saints. Early in the morning, 
ae Confessions of the Brothers and of others. Pontifical 
ee solemn Mass, after the chanting of Tierce. Fr. Timon 
etters to . ‘ , 
Mr. Chalon. preached. Vespers in the church; also, in the evening, 
See No. 14 Matin and Lauds of the Dead ***. 


2 Thursday. Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed. 
Early in the morning said Mass privately, and so did all 


_ 223 All the papers are filled with the news of Bp. Du Bourg’s resigna- 
tion and its acceptance. I am all the more astonished, because all that he told 
me before leaving, and all he has written since led me to believe he was to 
come back. Have recourse to you to know your and Bp. Flaget’s advice on 
various points: (1) Fr. Niel has not made a regular course of theology; (2) 
see great inconveniences to our transferring our Community to Louisiana; 
(3) the division of the Diocese; reasons for and against; (4) Coadjutor; (5) 
who would be suitable? I see only two: Frs. Anthony Blanc and De Neckere. 


_ 224 Letter to Father Desmaulis, not mentioned in the Diary. Wanted to 
write at leisure about the College; expected Bp. Portier to stay after his con- 
secration, and I myself must come back to the Seminary immediately after. 
Bp. Portier will communicate to you what I told him, particularly in regard 
te paying Bp. Du B’gs. notes: you must devote to that purpose the surplus of 


the College. Will go to New Orleans during the winter. Reckon a great deal 
on your zeal. 
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the priests. We set out for St. Louis for the Consecration 
of the Rt. Rev. Portier, with whom and Mr. Loisel I 
arrived at Ste. Genevieve in the evening. Received letters 
of Frs. Borgna, Tichitoli, De Neckere ?*° and Saulnier. 


3 Friday. Fr. Dahmen joins with us on the journey. We 
cross the Mississippi River and stop at Prairie du Rocher 
in the house of the pastor, Fr. Olivier. After breakfast, he, 
too, starts with us. In the evening we reached Waterloo. 


4 Saturday. We set out after breakfast, and at about three 
o'clock, having again crossed the river, we reached St. 
Louis. Fr. Odin had already arrived with the other priests 
and the clerics of the Seminary. But Bro. Blanka, Fr. 
Paquin and Mr. Mascaroni, who were with the wagon, 

arrived only at eleven o’clock that night. 
Received letters of Madame Duchesne and Mother Ste. 
No. 9 Martha, also one of Card. De Somalia, Prefect of the S. C. 
ppb Sa of Propaganda °**, together with two Briefs of Pope Leo 
ll. Brief or Sil °** advising me of the resignation of the Rt. Rev. 
July 14, 1826 Louis William Du Bourg from his Bishopric of New 
electing me Orleans, the acceptation by the Sovereign Pontiff of this 


oyun resignation, and the division of the Diocese of New Orleans 


into two Dioceses: the one, to continue to be called Diocese 
IV. Brief of of New Orleans, embracing the states of Louisiana and 
Nae eae Missippi, and the other, called Diocese of St. Louis, made 
the Diocese Up of the state of Missouri and the adjacent territory. The 
administration of these two Dioceses is confided to me by 
the Sovereign Pontiff, until the appointment of another 
Bishop, and all the faculties granted to Bishop Du Bourg 


are confirmed to me. 


Faculties II. 
July 16, 1826 


~ 


5 XXVth Sunday after Pentecost, IInd of November, Vth after 
the Epiphany. At 10 o’clock we assembled in the church, 
where everything had been beautifully and splendidly pre- 
pared. Here are the names of all the clergymen of Illinois 

Consecra- and Missouri gathered from the various parishes to be 

me capa present at the consecration of the Rt. Rev. Portier: Fr. 

Portier Olivier, Pastor of Prairie du Rocher, and Fr. Van Quick- 

enborne, Superior of the house of the Society of Jesus at 

St. Ferdinand, and pastor of that parish, supplied the place 


225 Original in Archives of St. Louis Archdioc. Chancery.—St. Michael’s, 
La., October 5, 1826. Have been here a week. Wrote at once to Fr. Borgna, who 
answered immediately. Had we gone streight to New Orleans, we would have 
sailed last Sunday; for the time being no sailings. Yesterday had a bad spell 
of blood spitting, but no grave sequel. Will go to New Orl. as soon as I hear 
of a boat going to Havre. But how will I raise the $200 to pay for the trip? 
There are here at the convent 25 boarders and 13 Nuns including the postulants. 


226 Original Jbid.; it is dated July 22, 1826. 
227 Dated respectively July 14 and July 18, 1826, Original Ibid. 
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of Assistant Bishops, according to Apostolic dispensation ; 
Fr. Odin, priest of the Congregation of the Mission, exer- 
cised the office of assistant priest in cope; Fr. Saulnier, 
Vice-Rector of St. Louis and Fr. Verhaegen, S. J., that of 
Deacons of Honor; Frs. Dahmen, C. M., pastor of Ste. 
Genevieve, and Boullier, C. M., Deacon and Subdeacon of 
the Mass; Fr. De Theux, S. J., preached in English after 
the Gospel; Frs. Permoli, Vergani and Paquin, C. M., and 
Fr. Smedts, S. J., assisted in chasubles; Messrs. Loisel and 
Chalon, subdeacons, Saucier, cleric of the Seminary and 
one of the scholastics of the Society of Jesus, in Dalmatics. 
Mr. Labadie with three other scholastics of the Society of 
Jesus, in copes, were respectively mitre, book, candle and 
crozier bearers. Mr. Mascaroni was first, and Mr. Jourdain 
second Master of Ceremonies; Messrs. Hilary Tucker and 
Isaac Walker were acolytes, and Mr. Louis Tucker censer- 
bearer. Two other ecclesiastics in surplice and ten altar 
boys in red cassocks and white surplices served also at the 
Mass. After chanting Tierce, the Consecration was per- 
formed solemnly according to all the prescriptions of the 
Roman Pontifical, in the presence of an immense crowd. 
The ceremony ended at three P. M. 

At 5 P. M., solemn Pontifical Vespers were chanted by 
the Rt. Rev. Portier, who at the end, addressed the people 
in French, the function being concluded by the Benediction 
of the Bl. Sacrament. 

Dimiss. Let- Fr, Lutz, a German Priest, Mr. Chiaverotti, a cleric 

de of Mr. of the Diocese of Ivrea, in Subalpine, Italy, and Mr. 

utz, Mr. he ‘ ; ‘ 

Chiaverotti, SUrault, a cleric in the Diocese of Periguex, in France, 

Mr. Surault sent by Fr. Niel, arrived in St. Louis. I inspected their 
dimissorial letters and received them. Received also a 
letter of Fr. Baccari and enclosed in it, the Circular of 
this year. 


6 Monday. Mass early in the morning in the church of St. 
Circul to the Louis. Left for St. Ferdinand, Florissant, with Bp. Por- 


Reece tier, Fr. Van Quickenborne, Fr. Paquin and Saucier. We 
of Bp. Dun. Visited the convent. Wrote a circular letter to all the 


See No. 15 pastors of the Diocese °°. 


228 Copiae Litteraum et Documentorum officialium a Rmo  Josepho 
Rosati Epo.—No. 15 (The original is in French) : 
St. Louis, November 6, 1826. 
Reverend dear Sir:- 

You may have been wondering why I remained silent whilst several news- 
papers in the United States announced that Bishop Du Bourg had resigned his 
See. But I could take no steps before receiving reliable information about a 
report which I had every reason to disbelieve, until I had official notification 
of it. My doubts in the matter ceased only yesterday. Two Briefs wherewith 
His Holiness has honored me confirm most unfortunately the rumor which for 
several weeks has caused me very painful anxiety. Bishop DuBourg has 
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7 Tuesday. Mass early in the morning in the convent chapel. 
Wrote to the Card. Pro-Prefect of the S. C. of Propaganda. 
We repaired to the house_ of the Jesuits and spent the 
night there. 5 aa 


8 Wednesday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel of 
the Jesuit Fathers. After breakfast we went on to St. 
Charles and visited the church which is being built there: 
there remain yet nine feet of the walls to be built. In the 
evening we returned to the house of the Jesuits atiimt, 
Ferdinand. 


9 Thursday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel of the 

Jesuit Fathers. After breakfast we went to the convent, 

Letter to and thence, bidding goodbye to the Nuns, we started for 

na okeeenda St. Louis. Wrote to Frs. Borgna, Desmoulins and Jean- 
fetimeel 

Bp. Portier and several priests, I crossed it with Fr. 

Olivier, Fr. Paquin and Saucier. I left Fr. Timon in St. 

Louis, where he is to preach the Jubilee in English for 

eight days, beginning the first Sunday in Advent, and 

afterwards will do the same in Illinois. Bishop Portier 

remained with Mr. Chalon in St. Louis, as he was to sail 

on the second next day for New Orleans. I left in St. Louis 

Fr. Lutz, the German Priest sent from Europe by Fr. Niel, 

giving him faculties to hear confessions. Messrs. Chiave- 

rotti and Surault had gone with the other Seminarians. 


At 10 P. M., we recached Waterloo and lodged there for 
the night. 


10 Friday. Taking an early breakfast, we set out. At 2 
P. M., we arrived at Prairie du Rocher, took dinner at the 
rectory, and, crossing the river, we arrived in the evening 
at Ste. Genevieve. Wrote to the Most Rev. Caprano, 
Secretary of the S. C. of Propaganda. 


actually resigned, and his resignation has been accepted. The former Diocese 
of New Orleans, as Pius VII, of holy memory, had decided by the Brief of my 
election as Coadjutor of the same Diocese, has just been divided: the one 
part including the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, and the other the State 
of Missouri and the adjacent territories. The See of the one shall be New Or- 
leans, and the other St. Louis. The Holy Father has entrusted to me, until 
further orders, the care of them both and grants me the necessary faculties. 

You will certainly share in my regrets for the departure of the illustrious 
Prelate to whom the Diocese owes its priests, its. fons es, its monasteries, its 
Seminary, in a word all the good done in it since Divine Providence had con- 
fided it to him. I-hope likewise that your zeal for the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls will press you to obtain from the supreme Pastor of our 
souls, by your fervent prayers ‘and those of your parishioners, the graces neces- 
sary for those on whom this tremendous burden will eventually be ‘imposed. 

I am sincerely, etc. 


229 Make: arrangements together to pay the note due to Messrs. Gurly 


and Guyot for the repairs of the Bishopric. To Fr. Jeanjean added to pay $35. 
to Bp. Portier. 
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11 Saturday. Early in the morning, wrote to Hr Bacearic’) 


the Rt. Rev. Bp. Du Bourg ?#, Fr. Anthony de Se- 
della 282, Fr. Borgna?** and Fr. Richard ***. We started 
at 10 o’clock. I left Fr. Paquin at Ste. Genevieve, to take 
the place of Fr. Dahmen, who had remained in St. Louis. 
We reached the Seminary at half past seven p. m. Re- 
ceived a letter of Fr. Bigeschi. 


12 XXVIth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. As- 
sisted at High Mass, during which I preached on the 
Gospel. Vespers in the church. After Vespers I assigned 
the various offices of the Seminary: Fr. Vergani, Direc- 
tor; Mr. Chiaverotti, professor of philosophy (Saucier) ; 
Mr. Surault, professor of rhetoric (Jourdain) ; Fr. Odin, 
professor of Latin grammar (Labadie, Louis Tucker, Wal- 
ker and Terence); Mr. Jourdain, professor of lower latin 
grammar (Henry James, Brazeau, Hilary Tucker); Mr. 
Loisel, professor of English grammar (Henry, James, 
Charles and Joseph Brazeau, Le Beau, Hillary Tucker, 
Terence 7°>); the same Mr. Loisel, professor of French 
grammar (for the same); Mr. Saucier, professor of En- 
glish (Permoli. Chiaverotti and Surault); Mr. Labadie, 
professor of penmanship and arithmetic. I reserved to 
myself the classes of Holy Scripture and Cases of con- 
science as well as the Conference. (Messrs. Loisel, Mas- 
caroni, Timon, Surault, Chiaverotti, Paquin and Vergani). 
Fr, Paquin has charge of the children. 


13. Monday. Mass in the chapel. Wrote to Frs. Timon**®, De 
Neckere 28), Biceschi 785) Mrs "Rozier" (Pro Pounie ang 


230 Division; Brief; the Holy Father exhorts me to accept New Orleans; 
go and throw yourself at his feet in order to obtain that I may remain in 
Missouri. Fr. De Neckere would be suitable for New Orleans. 


281 Have not had the courage to write. As I love you sincerely, am glad 
to see you freed from the troubles, etc.; but I cannot but lament bitterly my 
fate and the consequences, etc. I cannot accept New Orleans; I have not writ- 
ten; beg you to write in my behalf; and as I am afraid my letters may do 
no good, am almost resolved to go to Rome; if I knew where to meet you, 
it would be a great pleasure to see you. 

232° Kindly accept to be my Vic. Gen., as you were of Bp. Du Bourg; con- 
firm the faculties he had granted you. 


233 Am not sending now Fr. Permoli; he will come down with me. 
234 No abstract of this letter in the Notebook. 
235 Terrence O’Connor. 


236 Forgot my umbrella, and, what is worse, the title of Mr. Layton’s 
land. Send through Fr. Dahmen or any other occasion. 


237 Wait for me. Affairs of the utmost importance I must communicate 
to you make it imperative. 


238 Do not start until I go to Louisiana. 


239 To the yearly $130 for board and tuition of your boys, you need only 
add $3 for the doctor. 
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the Rt. Rev. Bp. David ?*. 


14 Tuesday. Early in the morning, Spiritual Conference to 
the Community, on the perseverance in the good resolu- 
tions taken during the retreat (Bro Vanucci). Mass in the 
chapel. Began the class of cases of conscience at 8 a. m. 


15 Wednesday. Mass in the chapel. Went to Confession. 


16 Thursday. Mass early in the morning. Conference to the 
Nuns, on the esteem and love for our vocation. Received 
letters: of ythe Rt. Rev. Bp. Portier, Madame Duchesne, 
Fr. Dahmen, and the Circular of Fr. Baccari for the year 
1819. Wrote to Sister Ste. Martha? and Fr. Dusaus- 
soy **8. Received letters of Madame Duchesne and Bp. 
Portier. 


17 Friday. Chapter. Read in the chapel the Circular of 

Fr. Baccari in Italian; its translation in English was read 

Petition to by Fr. Odin in the library. Mass in the chapel. Wrote a 
Leo XIT petition to Pope Leo XII and a letter to Fr. Baccari 2**. 


18 Saturday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. In the evening Confessions of the 
Seminarians. 


240 Sorry to see you out of your parish, away from your confrere, in a 
secular house. 


241 Bp. Du Bourg’s resignation; division; the Holy Father exhorts me 
to accept New Orleans. My repugnance; difficulties; reasons (as elsewhere). 
Beg you to interfere in my behalf. 


242 Sorry to hear your school has gone down; and still more sorry I 
cannot grant what you are asking for. There are considerable debts to be paid 
and I cannot neglect any of the means; impossible to let go of the renting 
cf the house. 


244 Sympathize with you. As you are to remain get a few months with 
Fr. Anduze, I may be South by that time and we may examine what is to be 
done. Reckon on my effectual desire to see you contended; but we must not 
go back on the sacrifice we made to God on coming to America. Example of 
our Lord. 


244 Your letter of April 19 received on November 5, and answered the 
t1th. Received Circular, had it translated into English and read. Yours of 
August 11th with the Circular of 1819 received yesterday. (1) The holy body 
is at Porto Rico; do not know what Bp. Du Bourg did in this regard—Through 
Fr. Borgna received $200 and the chasuble; please thank Fr. Louis Giorgi. 
Various boxes of books, medals, etc., likewise received. (3) Do not think that 
Fr. Cellini has any.idea of coming back; will write to him anyhow.—(4) Why 
I did not mention Fr. Niel until my recent letters. He has written repeatedly 
sent one priest and two clerics, but no money; on the contrary these two 
ecclesiastics had to borrow $120 to finish their journey; I had to pay that. He 
seems to be certain to be madé Bishop of St. Louis, and for this reason he 
keeps everything; I think he means well, but in the meantime I am on the 
anxious bench. (5) Fr. Inglesi died, quite some time ago, of the yellow fever, 
shortly after landing in Hayti. (6) We both are of the same opinion touching 
my acceptance of New Orleans; have written to the Card. Prefect and to 
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19 XXVIIth Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the morning 
Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. Went 
to the church, and from the pulpit I urged the parishioners 
not to grow slack in working for the construction of the 
church, promising that I shall never speak any more of 
this subject, if I see the present appeal unheeded; but that 
no one from the Seminary will go to the old church. 
Vespers in the church. 


20 Monday. Was prevented by a cold from saying Mass. 
Answered Madame Duchesne **’. 


21 Tuesday. Mass in the chapel. Answered Bp. Portier **°, 
and wrote to Fr. Moni *4’, and to Fr. Niel 2%. Arrival of 
Fr. Dahmen. 


Archbp. Caprano, the Secretary, to give them the reasons why I cannot accept. 
Have likewise asked Bps. Flaget, Du Bourg and Portier to interpose in my 
behalf. Enclose herewith a Memorandum which I beg you to present in person 
to the Pope. Fr..Niel will never do; in this the Superior of the Jesuits and Bp. 
Portier agree with me, Better continue to be poor and to eat corn bread in 
Missouri than to have all my comforts in Louisiana. Read that Memorandum, 
and see my reasons. (7) Have given to Fr. De Neckere permission, etc. Per- 
haps this is providential. Mention his name to the Holy Father, who may 
ask information of Bp. Flaget, Bp. Portier and others. (8) Fr. Potini wants to 
go to EKurope; Bro. Blanka likewise. A decree on this matter would be very 
useful. (9) Am afraid that the change of Sup. Gen. may prove fatal to our 
Mission. (10) Was about to start for Rome; but what Archbp. Caprano told 
you has made me breathe more freely. If, however, they send me the Brief 
of appointment for New Orl., I will start at once for Europe. (11) Impossible 
to begin anything in Louisiana, unless we have a good superior and the estab- 
lishment is well provided for. If we have no house there, we must call back 
all our men from there. (12) Gave up this year two classes; kept those of con- 
troversy (twice a week) and of casuistry (three times a week). Three were 
ordained; they will remain in the Seminary, attend these classes and write 
sermons. Have arranged that our priests and I will take turns at preaching. 
Must go soon to Louisiana for various affairs of importance. (13) We have 
now 6 priests in the Seminary :Odin, Permoli, Vergani, Paquin, Timon and 
Bouillier (novice). Will take Fr. Permoli along with me to New Orl.; he will 
stay with Fr. Borgna. Have nine brothers, the same as last year. 


245° T rejoice with you and appreciate very much your kindness in com- 
municating to me the good news. I much desire an establishment of your So- 
ciety in St. Louis. Did not see Rachel. I know she was sold to you by Bishop 
Du Bourg and was paid for. 


246 JT give my consent to your arrangement. Received another letter from 
Fr. Baccari; he is of my opinion. Archbp. Caprano told him that if I persist 
in my refusal, they will yield. Do write. Prevail on Fr. De Neckere to wait 
for me. 


_ 247 Wrote to Fr. Borgna to ask Fr. De Neckere to preach the Jubilee 
in New Orleans: I could not send Fr. Odin for he is indispensable in the 
Seminary. 


248 Fr. Lutz and Messrs. Surault and Chiaverotti have arrived. All three 
want to come to the Seminary to learn English; howeer, I left Fr. Lutz at 
St. Louis to help Fr. Saulnier. Surprised not to receive any letter from you 
through them. They had to borrow $120 to finish their journey and asked me to 
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22 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


23 Thursday. Mass in the same place. Received a letter of 
Fr. Tichitoli. 


24 Friday. Went to Confession. Mass in the chapel. 


25 Saturday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. In the evening Confessions of the 
Seminarians. 


26 XXVIIIth and last Sunday after Pentecost. Early in the 

’ morning Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. 
Assisted at High Mass, in which I preached on the Indul- 
gences of the Jubilee. Vespers in the church. Wrote to 
Fr. Tichitoli?*® and to the Rt. Rev. Coadjutor of Bards- 
town *°, 


27 Monday. Early in the morning Spiritual Conference to 
the Seminarians (Mr. Loisel), on the right performance 
of our actions. Mass in the chapel. 


28 Tuesday. Early in the morning. Spiritual Conference of 
the Community, as yesterday (Bro. Blanka and Fr. Boul- 
lier). Mass in the chapel. 


29 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


30 Thursday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel. Con- 
ference to the Nuns, as above. Received letters: 1, of Fr. 
Saulnier; 2, Fr. Borgna; 3, Fr. Dahmen; 4, Sister Bene- 
dicta; 5, Fr. Rosti?5*; 6, another of Fr. Dahmen; 7, Mr. 
Quinn; 8, Mr. Young, from Ireland. 


pay this sum: it was like asking alms of the poorhouse. Received from Rome 
notification of Bp. Du Bourg’s resignation and the Division of the Diocese; 
meanwhile I am Administrator. Will never accept New Orleans; have given 
my reasons to the S$. Congregation and to the Holy Father, and do not doubt 
they will be found solid. My soul’s salvation before everything else; I would 
be most pleased to return to my obscurity. I think the most suitable place for 
the Missionaries of the Precious Blood would be Arkansas. 


249 J sympathize with you. Hold fast. The care of our health must not 
interfere with God’s work. Your desire to go to help your mother is dictated 
by nature. Circular: the Superior General reserves to himself the permission 
to go back to Europe. 


250 A case of dispensation between uncle and niece. Faculties for the 
Tilinois parishes bordering on our Diocese. 


251 Original in Archives of St. Louis Dioc. Chancery.—Grand Coteau, 
October 28, 1826. Glad to receive your letter sent with that to the Trustees. 
Was ready to set out for my new place. As I seek neither to stay nor to leave, 
I am always ready to obey. Please write oftener and let me know when another 
priest will come: Am well. 


78 
1 
2 
3 
Opening of 


the Jubilee 
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DECEMBER 


Friday. Early in the morning Chapter; went to Confes- 
sion. Mass in the chapel. 


Saturday. Early in the morning Mass in the chapel. Con- 
fessions of the Nuns. In the evening Confessions of the 
Seminarians. Answered Mr. Quinn*?, and sent him di- 
missorial letters. 


Ist Sunday in Advent. Early in the morning Confessions 
of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. Assisted at High 
Mass. After the Gospel, singing of the Veni Creator, and 

beginning of the exercises for gaining the Indulgence of 
the Jubilee. Preached on the graces which God bestows 
upon us through the Jubilee. Text: “We helping do ex- 
hort you, that you receive not the grace of God in vain. 
For he saith: ‘In an accepted time have I heard thee; and 

in the day of salvation have I helped thee.’ Behold, now 
is the accepted time: behold now is the day of salvation” 
(II Cor. vi, 1-2). Truly, my dear Brethren, behold now, 
etc.” During this time of the Jubilee, God etc. But you 
would receive these graces in vain, if you did not know 
their value; my purpose, therefore, to day is to show to 
you how great this grace is, and what a great crime you 
would be guilty of if you neglected it. Ist P. The Jubilee 
of the Jews was a figure of our Christian Jubilee. a). Rec- 
onciliation. Sin makes us enemies of God. During this 
time of the Jubilee, God himself comes to you, and offers 
you peace. “He hath given to us the ministry of recon- 
ciliation’’*>*; “For Christ we are ambassadors, God as it 
were exhorting by us’*5*+; “Be reconciled to God’”®. 
b). Freedom from the servitude of sin: Whoever commits 
sin is the slave of sin, the slave of Satan, by whom he is 
held in servitude: “In the year of the Jubilee he shall go 
out with his children” (Lev. xxv, 54). “The spirit of the 
Lord hath sent me to heal the contrite of heart, and to 
preach a release to the captives, to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (Is., Ixi, 1-2). c). Recovery of the 
goods formerly possesses: graces, merits, right to the 
eternal inheritance: “In the year of the Jubilee all shall 
return to their professions” (Lev. xxv, 13). “We ‘have 
rejoiced for the days in which thou hast humbled us: for 


Thanks for news. Am sending you your Exreat. 


253 JI Cor., v. 18. 
254 JI Cor: v. 20. 
255 bid. 


4 
See No. 16 
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the years in which we have seen evils’’***. “I will restore 
to you the ears which the locust, and the bruchus have 
eaten” *°7, Remission of the debts. “Thou shalt sanctify 
the fiftieth year, and shalt proclaim remission to all the 
inhabitants of thy land”**s. d). Remission of the tem- 
poral pain due to the divine justice. David, Moses, the 
people of Israel. 

2nd P. Not to respond to so many and so great 
graces would be a most grievous and manifold offense. 
a). This is most clearly intimated in various parables of 
both Testaments: parable of the fig-tree, of the ten vir- 
gins of the king inviting to the marriage feast, but above 
all the parable of the vineyard, Is., v: ‘““What is there that 
I ought to do to my vineyard, that I have not done to it?” 
b). The same is declared in many direct statements: “I 
called and you refused: I stretched out my hand and 
there was none that regarded. You have despised all my 
counsel, and have neglected my reprehensions. I also 
will laugh in your destruction and will mock” (Prov., 1). 
“Today if you shall hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts? ‘(Ps xciv). 

After Mass the Bl. Sacrament was exposed; Litany 
of the Saints, prayers, Benediction. .. 

Vespers in the chapel on account of rain. 


Monday. Mass in the chapel. Went to confession. 
Wrotegeltochre Borgna 2820 to Pre Timomae roe ito 
Fr. Saulnier °°. Dimissorial letters to Fr. Quinn. 


Tuesday. Mass in the chapel. At 10 o’clock went to 
church for the exercises of the Jubilee. Preached on the 
manner and means to’ know whether the past confessions 
were made rightly, or not. 1, from the part of the inten- 
tion; 2. of the examination of conscience; 3, of the sorrow; 
4, of the purpose of amendment; 5, of the accusation; 6, 
of the satisfaction. After the sermon a low Mass was said 
by Fr. Permoli, at the Gospel of which another sermon 
was preached by Fr. Odin on the care for the salvation 


200 Pgs lei TS 
257 Joel, ii, 25. 
258\ | Lév., XXV,/10, 


259 Received what you sent. Two letters of Fr. Baccari. Have now a Su- 
perior General in France. Will start with Fr. Permoli by the first steamboat 
after Christmas. 

260 Why do you not write? I expect you at the Seminary before Christ- 
mas. Ask Fr. Lutz to send me his Eveat. 

261 The information you gave me was necessary: therefore, etc. You are 


not obliged to attend sick-calls outside the parish; however, when you can go 
without interference with your parish duties, charity demands you should go. 
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of our souls. Towards the end of the Mass, Litany of the 
Saints, exposition of the Bl. Sacrament; 9, Our Fathers 
and Hail Mary’s; Benediction. Wrote to the Rt. Rev. Bp. 
Fenwick, of Cincinnati *°. 


6 Wednesday. Mass in the chapel. Polemical Conference 
on the Sanctity of the Church. 


7 Thursday. Mass in the same place. On account of rain 
the exercises of the Jubilee could not be held. Wrote to 
the Rt. Rev. Bp. England, of Charleston, S. C.#® On 
account of the rain the mailman did not return from Kas- 
kaskia. 


8 Friday. Early in the morning, went to Confession. Heard 
some Confessions. Mass in the chapel, at which the 
Brothers received Communion. 


9 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Confessions of 
the Nuns in the Convent, then of some people in the 
church, in which, at 10 o’clock, took place the exercises 
of the Jubilee. Before Mass I preached on general Con- 
fession: 1, its utility; 2, its facility; 3, its necessity. 
Means. In the evening Confessions of the Seminarians. 


10 IInd Sunday of Advent. Early in the morning Confes- 
sions of the Brothers and of others. Mass in the chapel. 
Confessions of some people at home. Assisted at High 
Mass, and preached after the Gospel, on Mortal Sin. 
“Know thou, and see that it is an evil and a bitter. thing 
for thee, to have left the Lord thy God” (Jer., i1). Introd. 
Among all the effects produced by mortal sin in the soul of 
the sinner, the most terrible and the most baneful is must 
be, in our estimation, spiritual blindness which prevents 
him from seeing the deplorable state into which he is 
fallen. Terrible, indeed, is that blindness which is accom- 


262 Thre clergymen send from Europe to this Diocese borrowed $120 
from the Flemish Sisters who settled in your Diocese. I acknowledge myself 
debtor to those Sisters, and ask for some delay. Bp. Du Bourg has left us. 
Although I rejoice for his happiness, I bewail my misfortune. Diocese divided; 
at present am Administrator of both; hope the Pope will grant me the request 
I have made to remain in Missouri. Erection of the Vicariate of Alabama and 
Florida, and Consecration of Bp. Portier. If you have occasion to write to Rome 
intercede in my behalf. At your command. 


263 Received copy of the Constitution of the R. C. Church of South 
Carolina. Hearty thanks. Much pleased with it. We cannot adopt here such a 
Constitution. Missouri’s Constitution forbids the legislature to acknowledge 
religious corporations; in Louisiana, still worse. Establishment of the Jesuits 
at Florissant; of the Ladies of the S. Heart in the same place; Bethlehem; 
St. Mary’s Seminary; parish of the Barrens and its out-missions. Good prospects 
of succeeding in raising a national clergy. Consecration of Bp. Portier; erection 
of a Vicariate of Alabama and Florida. Resigntion of Bp. Du Bourg; division 
of the Diocese. My wish is to remain in Missouri; I hope it will be gratified. 
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panied by insensibility and hardening of the heart. These 
wretched people sleep on their dream, and in their delu- 
sion pass their whole life in sin. O, what is more wretched 
than a wretched man taking no pity on his wretchedness? 
They will awake, but rarely; they will awake, but in vain. 
Awake now, ye sinners; open the eyes of your minds: 
“Know thou, and see” etc. 1, the evil against God, whom 
you have offended; 2, the evil against Christ, whom you 
have crucified anew; 3, the evil and bitter thing against 
yourselves. 

Ist P. Definition of sin: A word, a deed, a desire 
against the law of God. a). Disobedience; b). Rebellion: 
“Of old time thou hast broken my yoke, thou hast burst 
my hands, and thou saidst: I shall not serve” (Jer., ii, 19). 
b). Contempt, by preferring the creature before God; for 
mortal sin is essentially a turning back from God, man’s 
last end, and a turning to the creatures. “Be astonished, 
O ye heavens, and ye gates thereof, be very desolate, saith 
the Lord. For my people have done two evils. They have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and have digged 
to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water” (Jer., ii, 12). “They violated me....for a handful 
of barley” °%*. Ingratitude. “Hear, O ye heavens, and give 
ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken. I have brought 
up children, and exalted them; but they have despised 
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib: but Israel hath not known me, and my people. hath 
not understood” (Is., i, 2). “Man when he was in honor 
did not understand: He is compared to senseless beasts, 
and is become like to them”?*, 

IInd P. “Crucifying again to themselves the Son of 
God, and making him a mockery’.** “But he was 
wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised for our sins’’.?67 

IiId P. “Thou hast made us for thee, O Lord, and 
our heart cannot find rest until it rest in thee.” “Thou 
hast ordained, O Lord, and so it is, that every inordinate 
desire finds in itself its own chastisement.” “The wages 
of sin is death” (Rom., ii, 23).?°* “Destruction and misery 
in their ways: and the way of peace they have not known” 
(Ibid., iii, 16). 

After Mass, exposition of the Bl. Sacrament, Litany 
of the Saints. Benediction. Vespers in the church. 


Es. xii, 10. 
Poss 1 viii.) 
Heb. vi, 6. 
Tas Tis es 
Rom., vi, 23. 
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11 Monday. Mass in the chapel. Return of the Superioress 
of the Nuns from Kentucky. 


12 Tuesday. Mass in the same place. Confessions of the 
people in the church. At 10 o’clock, preached on the 
Duties of Christian Life commanded us by the first Three 
Precepts of the Decalogue. Mass. After the Gospel ser- 
mon on the Last Judgment by Fr. Odin. Litany, expo- 
sition, Benediction. A deed of sale of the property of the 
Seminary was made by Mr. Ignatius Layton; 2, another 
of the sale of the same property by me to Frs. Dahmen, 
Odin and Paquin; 3, “another deed of sale by me of the 
property at the Mill; 4, another likewise of the sale of 
the property at Apple Creek to the same gentlemen. 


13. Wednesday. Mass in the chapel. Scholastic Conference 
on the Catholicity of the Church. Received through the 
Superioress of the Nuns letters: 1, of the Rt. Rev. Bp. 
David; 2, another of the same with one of the Rt. Rev. 
Bp. Flaget; 3, of, Fr.’ Cellini;7®* 4, of Fr. Derigaud; 
5, of Mrs. Smith, with $100; 6, of Fr. Baccari. Sent Fr. 
Boullier to Kaskaskia to announce the Jubilee.. Answered 
the Rt. Revs. Bps. David and Flaget.?7° 


— 


269 Original in Archives of St. Louis Dioc. Chancery.—Thanks for what 
you did for me and for writing. The active life which I lead contributes to 
my good, spiritual and corporal. Went to Vincennes to the rescue of the Sis- 
ters of Charity who were all sick (the Superior died). A controversy of two 
days with a young Protestant. Take away prejudices, and everybody will be- 
come Catholic. Fr. Kenrick (Francis Patrick) was very sick from overwork. 
Met Mr. Surault at Louisville. Beg for news at least once a year; all that is 
Missouri and Louisiana is impressed upon my heart. Would to God that.... 


270 


Through Sister Benedicta received your letters, copy of catechism, 
and the remarks made in Rome on the old Rules of Loretto. You had not yet 
my last letters,,and I am afraid they went astray. Did not hesitate in making 
choice between Louisiana and Missouri. What frightens me, is that despite the 
plea of Fr. Baccari, he could not obtain my appointment to St. Louis. It would 
seem they are thinking of Fr. Niel, who apparently knows it, and acts accord- 
ingly. I beseech you, write in my behalf. I myself wrote... I believe they will 
not appoint Fr. Niel before they have my answer: hence, if we lose no time 
we may forestall this appointment. If they appoint me to N. Orl., I shall start 
immediately for Rome. I even hesitated whether I should not start at once; 
Fr. Van Quickenborne and Bp. Portier advised me to do it, but the expense 
(I am absolutely penniless), and above all the bad impression this trip might 
make on the clergy deterred me. But if driven to it, I shall go; I can never 
accept New Orleans. I want to save my soul. The reasons why Pius VII ac- 
cepted my refusal of the Vicariate still militate against my leaving Missouri. 
I mentioned to you Frs. Blanc and De Neckere in connection with New Or- 
leans. The age of the former would make him a more suitable candidate; but 
I am afraid there are prejudices against him in some priests of Louisiana. 
Against Fr. De Neckere I see only his youth; but his gravity make him look 
forty. His talents; the climate would not disagree with him. (In saying this, 
I speak against my own interests). Against Fr. Martial there would be pre- 
ventions on the part of almost all the priests. Had your letter come sooner, 
Bp. Portier would have no doubt accepted your offer of having his Consecra- 


DOCUMENTS 83 


14 Thursday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel. Con- 
fessions in the church. At 10 o’clock, preached on the 
4th and 5th Commandments. Mass. Sermon by Fr. Odin 
on the Pains of Hell. Litany of the Saints, Exposition. 
Received Jetters) Weotetherkt, Reve.Bp.\ Davids) !2,of 
Fr. Dahmen; 3, of Fr. Le Saulnier. 


15 Friday. Chapter; went to confession. Mass in the chapel. 
Confessions. Wrote to Fr. Le Saulnier,?7! Montreal; to 
Mrs. Smith 27? and to Fr. Cellini.?7# 


15 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Heard Confes- 
sions at home, and later on in the church. At 10 o’clock, 
preached on the sixth and seventh Commandments. Mass. 
After the Gospel sermon by Fr. Odin on the Mercy of God. 
Litany of the Saints. Benediction. Immediately after 
dinner, heard Confessions at home; at 4 o’clock in the 
Monastery, and again at home the Confessions of some 
people and of the Seminarians. 


16 IlIrd Sunday in Advent. Early in the morning Confes- 
sions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel; immediately 
after Mass, heard Confessions at home, and at about 10 
o’clock in the church. At 11 o’clock, High Mass; after the 
Gospel I preached on Perseverance. “He that shall per- 
severe unto the end, he shall be saved” (Matt., x, 22). 
Ist P., Necessity; 2nd P., Means. Communion. Exposi- 
tion of the Bl. Sacrament. Te Deum. Benediction. At 


4 o’clock, Vespers in the church. Closing of the exercises 
of the Jubilee. 


God was pleased to pour abundantly his blessings 
upon this parish. During the two previous weeks the peo- 


tion in the Cathedral of Bardstown. We had it in St. Louis on the sth of No- 
vember. I did not need reading the observations of Propaganda on the original 
rule of Loretto, to approve the changes made in it. I had long since written 
on the subfect and our views coincided. Bethlehem will conform itself literally 
to these changes. Sr. Benedicta benefited very much by her stay in Kentucky; 
she looks cheerful and open, as fits a person consecrated to God. 


271 Despite the boasts of the papers when they extol the perfection of 
American institutions, our mail service is absolutely wretched. Your letter of 
last April never reached here; another of May 18 came on September 13. 
Answered it the 15th; I hope this will meet with a better fate. Thanks for 
news. Already three Dioceses out of the Diocese of New Orleans. You heard, 
no doubt that Bp. Du Bourg, has left us; he is appointed to Montauban. Hope 
to remain in Missouri. The Intentions are being attended to. 


272, Received your letter and enclosure. Pray God to reward your charity 
and beg you to accept my thanks. Hope you have found the peace and tran- 
quillity you so long sought after, and which was delayed no doubt to increase 
your merit. Wishes for happiness. 

273 Received letter. Appreciate your affection. Your desire: Fr. Baccari 
writes me the same and bids me tell you that if you want to come back, the 
door is open. News; Seminary ;Louisiara. 
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ple attended most zealously the spiritual exercises ; heard 
the instructions with a great deal of eagerness; came in 
great numbers during the two preceding weeks to the 
sacred Tribunal, and with such earnestness, indeed, that a 
number of them would stay during the whole night at the 
door of the church, awaiting the opportunity of receiving 
the sacrament, and remained fasting until eight o’clock at 
night. Besides a goodly number who had gone to Com- 
munion in the course of the preceding days, one hundred 
and forty people of both sexes received today, one hundred 
and twenty-seven of whom received at High Mass. In this 

Closing of number are not included, of course, the inmates of the 

the Jubilee Seminary or of the Convent. At 2 p. m., the closing took 
place. | 


18 Monday. Mass in the chapel. 


19 Tuesday. Mass in the same place. Return of Fr. Boullier 
who, on account of the wind, was unable to cross the Miss- 
issippi River. Fr. Dahmen also arrived. 


20 Wednesday. Mass in the same place. 


21 Thursday. Mass early in the morning in the chapel. Con- 
Decree of ference to the Nuns on the Observance of the new Rules 
8. Mise Bps. and Constitutions. Fr. Dahmen left. Received the Decree 
Peco ene of the S. C. of the Bishops and Regulars proroguing the 
Jubilee Jubilee. 


22 Friday. Early in the morning, Chapter. Went to con- 
fession. Mass in the chapel. Fr. Timon returned from his 
missions in St. Louis and through the State of Illinois. 
In St. Louis more than two hundred went to holy com- 
munion, and in the State of Illinois, eighty. Received a 
letter of the Trustees of the parish of St. Joseph. 


23 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Confessions of the 
Nuns, and afterwards of some people before and after 
dinner. In the evening Confessions of the Seminarians. 


24 IVth Sunday in Advent and Vigil of Christmas. Early in 
the morning Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the 
chapel. Confessions of the parishioners. Assisted at High 
Mass, and after the Gospel preached on the dispositions 
with which the feast of Christmas ought to be celebrated. 
Immediately after dinner, Confessions. At half past three, 
Pontifical solemn Vespers, after which Confessions until 
Supper time. 


25 Monday. Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. The signal 
for rising was given at half past one a. m. At 2 o’clock, 
went to the church, we sang Martins solemnly; then I cel- 
ebrated solemn Pontifical Mass, preaching after the Gos- 
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pel: “I bring you good tidings’”.?** At Mass, Communion 
of the clergy, the Brothers, the people and the Nuns, in 
all about ninety. After Mass we sang Lauds solemnly, 
then I said the second Mass privately in the church. Heard 
Confessions. At half past ten, went again to the church; 
after chanting Tierce, I celebrated solemn Pontifical Mass, 
in the presence of an immense crowd of people. Fr. Timon 
preached. At 4 p. m., Pontifical Vespers in the church. 
Received a letter from Fr. Dahmen. 


26 Tuesday. St. Stephen, first Martyr. Mass in the chapel. 
Assisted at High Mass, and preached after the Gospel. 
The Church, contrary to the custom which she follows in 
regard to the other feasts, celebrates today, during the 
Octave of the Nativity, the feast of St. Stephen, because 
after presenting to our consideration the Nativity of Christ 
and His Incarnation, she desires to put before our eyes 
the salutary fruits of this mystery in the person of the 
Saints whose memory she proposes to our veneration. Let 
us consider how much the Incarnation of the Word prof- 
ited to Stephen; what Stephen had to do, in order, etc. ; 
and let us learn what we ourselves, etc. We ought to 
co-operate with grace; confess our faith, after the example 
of Stephen. Vespers were sung at home on account of 
bad weather. This day had been set for blessing and 
laying the corner-stone; but this sacred ceremony had to 
be postponed to another day, owing to the intense cold, 
and the snow. Answered Fr. Dahmen.?** Wrote to Fr. 
Borgna.**® At 5 p. m., went to the Convent and preached 
on the Retreat which the Sisters were beginning. Wrote 
to Fr. Dahmen.?”’ 


27 Wednesday. Feast of St. John. Mass in the chapel. At 
10:45 to the Convent; preached on the end and benefit of 
our Creation and of our Redemption. High Mass and 
Vespers were chanted in the chapel at home, on account 


274 [wke, ii, 10. 


275 Cannot profit by the boat you mention to go to New Orleans. There 
are letters sent to me through...... He promised me to leave them at Ste. 
Genevieve when he returns. Mention this to Mr. Valle. Forward the enclosed 
by the steamboat. 


276 Was advised too late to profit by the steamboat. I was told, more- 
over, that a Frenchman passing through Ste. Genevieve told Mr. Vallé that 
he had a number of letters for me; he will leave them on his way back. I 
must see them before starting. Fr. Baccari writes he gave $500 to Propaganda 
for our Seminary and particularly the Church; so do not use it for paying 
the debts of the Bishopric. Will come down with Fr, Permoli and Bro. Blanka. 
Please send up some rice, and at your earliest convenience some codfish for 
Lent. 


277, Evidently a duplicate entry of the letter mentioned above (Note 275). 
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of the intense cold. At 4 o’clock, to the Convent ; preached 
on the benefit and end of our Vocation to the Religious 
state. Wrote to Frs. Jeanjean*** and Borgna.”?. 


28 Thursday. Feast of the Holy Innocents. Mass in the 
chapel, where also High Mass was chanted. Ist instruc- 
tion to the Nuns on Sin; 2nd, on Confession. Through 
the mail received letters: 1, of Bp. Du Bourg, Bishop- 
Elect of Montauban 78°; 2, two of Fr. Niel, Paris; 3, of 
Fr. Jeanjean; 4, two of Fr. Borgna; 5, of Fr. Potini 7%; 
6, of Fr. Dussossois; 7, of Fr. Saulnier; 8, of the Rt. 
Rev. Bp. David; 9, of Fr. Dahmen. Wrote to Fr. De 
Neckere *8* and to Fr. Young ***. 


29 Friday. Early in the morning, Bro. Palelli made his vows 

in the chapel in the presenec of Fr. Odin, Assistant. 

Chapter. Went to confession. Mass in the chapel. Wrote: 

BceeNo. I7/ 1 to the Rt i Rey, .Bp, Dia Bours es 2 3to ur Nena 


3 


278 Drew on you $65 in favor of Richard Maddock. 
279° Mr. Maddock. 


280 Original in Archives of St. Louis Dioc. Chancery.—Seminary of St. 
Sulpice, September 19, 1826. You are now aware of the disposition of Provi- 
dence in regard to you and me. Pardon my discretion, which may have looked 
like dissimulation; could not do otherwise. Appointed to Montauban; but my 
heart will remain with my former flock. In regard to debt for repairs of the 
Bp’s. house, and of what Propagation of Faith is going to send, $2,000 ought 
to go to meet that obligation. Made arrangements with Mr. Bringier to meet 
the payment due in November. Sold Jesse to Mr. Bringier with the proviso 
I may have him back within two years. When you assume charge of repairs, 
send power of attorney and I will send donation of all that family of negroes 
and almost all I left in New Orleans. List of things I asked Fr. Jeanjean to 
send me. Will pay Mr. Bringier for Jesse; will try my utmost to help you in 
foundation of Seminary in Louisiana; you will for this foundation be helped 
by the Pope and your Congregation (Frs. Boccardo and Colombi are going 
to you). Four Ladies of the S. Heart will be sent soon. Fr. Niel will succeed 
well; perhaps should he be proposed for St. Louis: see and pray. My opinion, 
however, is that you must relinquish jurisdiction over Upper Louisiana only 
when things there are well established. Write often letters to be published by 
the Propagation of Faith. Fr. Van Quickenborne should do the same. Am 
waiting for my Bulls; when they come, I will go at once to Mantauban. Fr. 
Sibourd wishes to be remembered to you and all the priests. Fr. Brassac’s 
father asks that his son might remain in France. 


81 Origianl /bid—Assumption, La., November 26, 1826. Left St. Joseph’s; 
am waiting for your permission to start, and wish to sail as soon as I find a 
good opportunity. 

282. News of the Seminary Church. 

288 To Rev. Henry Young, Ireland. Thanks for books. 


*84 Your letter received yesterday. Mine of November 11th told you of 
the shock caused by unexpected news. Glad you will be where merit will be 
appreciated. Touched by your attachment for your former Diocese and my- 
self. You will not cease to be useful to it. Trust that Fr. Jeanjean has shipped 
what you mention: am writing to him. Promotion of Bp. Portier; bought 
from him the furniture of the College ($3,000). As he left before the end of 
the year, gave only proportionate part of $1,000; Desmoulins has given only 
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3, to Fr. Manglard, to whom, like to Fr. Niel, I gave the 
faculties of Vicad General. First Instruction to the Nuns 
on Judgment; second on Hell. 


30 Saturday. Mass early in the morning. Wrote: 1, to Fr. 
Dahinien. © shoei tow Brom Boretia ton alsin ta Hie, Jean- 


$100 since. Will conform with the intentions of Propagation of the Faith .In 
France I know only Fr. Niel; will give him power of attorney if agreeable 
to you. Gave our priests the deed of the Seminary land, the mill and the land 
of Apple Creek. You expressed surprised at my selling some lots to Mr. O’- 
Toole; had done it according to your written instructions. According to the 
Same instructions, gave to Madame Duchesne title of land at Florissant. Be- 
lieve we ought to have a Seminary in Louisiana. As Fr. Bernard’s plantation 
and home are to be sold, I consented to Fr. Tichitoli buying it. Fr. Baccari 
makes no mention of Frs. Boccardo and Colombi, and indeed gives me little 
hope. Will never consent to accept New Orleans: reasons why. Would have 
no difficulty to consent to postponement of division, if I could have Fr. De- 
Neckere for Coadjutor. It would be for him like a training in the Episcopate. 
Bishop Flaget was thinking of Fr. Martial, but....F'r. Niel is not suitable for 
St. Louis; had no complete course; too familiar with seculars; disorderly; he 
seems too much to expect it. He had announced 500 fr., instead, the three 
men whom he sent brought me a debt of $120 and 200 Masses to say. News 
of the Diocese; Confirmation at New Orl.; giving the habit of the S. Heart 
at St. Michael’s (which is in flourishing condition); La Fourche; the Semi- 
nary; Ordination; Bp. Portier’s consecration; baptism of an Indian chief by 
Fr. Odin; Mission at New Madrid; Jubilee in St. Louis, in Illinois and at 
the Barrens; New Congregations: negroes, Bois-Brulé, Apple Creek; land 
donated in Arkansas. Will not be idle if they leave me in St. Louis. 


285 Fr. Lutz and Messrs. Chiaverotti and Surault arrived; instead of 
bringing me something, they announced they had to borrow $120 which T have 
to pay back to Bp. Fenwick. All my holdings just now amount to 37% cts. 
Hear with pleasure people are interested in us; but would like to see effects. 
Thought that Arkansas would suit the Missionaries. Am sending you faculties 
of V. G. The St. Louis College would easily revive,.if.we had subjects. Fr. 
Lutz does not want to teach; Chiaverotti was afraid of a stomach-ache; as to 
Surault T will not admit him to Orders, owing to some indiscretions on his 
part during the journey. Will not accept New Orleans. New Orleans would 
never do neither for you nor for me; all the other Sees are provided for. It 
was providential that the departure of the Missionaries of the Precious Blood 
was delayed; we ought to strengthen existing establishments before starting 
new ones. S. Heart will open a house in St. Louis. For the Indian Missions 
I hold in readiness Frs. Vergani and Paquin with a Brother. Would like to 
have young men for the Seminary; but their vocation ought to be well tried. 
See our Superior General in Paris. Perhaps the Duchess of Berry would con- 
sent to take our Missions under her protection; but I hesitate. 


286 Bouchard apparently did not understand why he was accepted in the 
Seminary; he declared he did not want to become a priest. I have sent him 
away. Letters of Bp. Du Bourg and Fr. Niel. I have decided to go to Kentucky 
on horseback. 


287 Thanks for sentiments of you and the priest. Must tell you, though 
in strict confidence, what follows. I do not think I can to any good in New 
Orleans (reasons). Yet desire establishment of Congregation in Louisiana. 
Approve of your project to buy Fr. Bernard’s plantation. My idea is that Fr. 
De Neckere would do well in New Orleans, especially if he were first as Coad- 
jutor. Have written to.... Do write yourself to Archbp. Caprano. But absolute 
secrecy about this with absolutely everybody. Will go down with Fr. Permoli. 
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jean *8; 4, to Fr. Dusossois *°°. Instruction to the Nuns 
on the Mercy of God. Confessions of the Seminarians. 


31 Sunday. Confessions of the Brothers. Mass in the chapel. 
Did not assist at High Mass. Vespers in the church, after 
which, Te Deum and Benediction of the Bl. Sacrament. 
The extreme cold weather was the cause why the custo- 
mary sermon was omitted. 


er 


Delighted that Fr. De Neckere remained in New Orleans. Take good care of 
him. Most pleased that he is preaching: they will know him and forget me. 
Have determined to go to Kentucky. I am told Frs. Boccardo and Colombi are 
coming; however, Fr. Baccari says nothing about it. 


288 Had I received letters you sent me on time, I would have gone down 
at once. Understand the necessity of my presence, but am not the master of 
circumstances. You read Bp. Du Bourg’s letter and know what he wants. Add 
to what I asked you to send two barrels of sugar and one of rice for our 
Nuns. Please prepay freight. 


289 Fr, Dussosoy was at Natchitoches, La——When the sick did not positively 
refuse the priest, they may be buried in the Church, as the doubt must be 
interpreted in their favor. Publish the Jubilee anyway; we will do what we 
can, as it is impossible to know when the Church will be finished. 
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